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Ht" Corre/pond ance With « Gentleman, Reſident in 

Cologne, the Repoſitorum of all che Oppreſ]ed Sub- 
jefts of Gothland, where they firft unload their Grievances 
and thence difgerſe them all vver Europe. 

Among ether pieces of Curioſity recerved from the ſaid 
Gentleman, were theſe fer Sheets, preſented ts bim by the 
Man who primes them, and from whom be ha; a promuſe 
of the Second Part ( that was juſt putting to the Preſs ) 
amd as ſoon 4s priuted off, I may expett t Arey 
Poft ; they bear the Title of Les Amous de MESSELI- 
NA DERNIERE REINE d ALBION, and per'd, 4s 
the Prinze inferms my Friend, by « Woman 8f Quality 
ſomentmes « Confident of Meſlalina late Queen of Albion, 
and one that has been very fanuliar with her in the moſt 
ſecret Invrigues ; but upon ſome diſguſt reccived ſnice thery 
Retirement to the Gothiſh Court: ( proceeding, 45 is ſup- 
poſed,” from the Haughty and Intoterable Humour of the 
Queen) bas thereupen left the Court, and being very 
much out of Favour, vs retir'd unts the Electorate of 
Cologne, 4 ſeems to carry the appearance of an Hiitorical 
Novel, and cotains moſt of che Cabinet Contrivances of 
the Court of Albion for theſe Laſt four Tears, tt Lays open 
the Vilkemnaus Coutrivances of the Pagan Prieſts, 8 y 
Father Pedro's, againſt the Peace and Welfare of the 
Chriſtian Religion 5 that Kingdom 3 it diſcovers the 
Life of the late Queen, with her ProjeR to sntail PO- 
PERY and SLAVERY on tþe Nation: L ailcov'rs the 

Mufti's 


—— 


— 


The Tranſlator to the Reader. 


Mofties or High Prieſt, cogerher with the Antichriſtian- 
King of Gothland s Intrigues, «rt /eaſt ro Imbroil of noe 
toraily ro Subvert che Power and Interest of all the Chri- 
ſtian Princes :n Europe : Ir g:ves @n Acoount of the Waak- 
neſs ad Overſight of the late King Lycognes, m ſuffering 
bimjeif firjt ro be led by the Noſe by Polydorus King of 
the Gauls, afterwards to become his Pentioner, and to 
heave as tt were b1s whole dependance "pon bum : As laſtly 
bis Ungenerous and Cruel LEAGUE with the ſaid King, 
mor only to deſtroy or rum all 1s own Chinitian S utjects 
but even to Exterpate what they are pleaſed tocallghe No- 
thecn Herific from che-Face of che Earth, 

It farther ſhews the wicked and unparallel'd Defign of 
#2 late Queen Metlilina, to z28po/e wpon and wrong the 
King ber Husbands Children, ewes lovely Princetie-, of 
tbesr Juti and Lawtul Pretenfions 89 #he Crown of 
Albioa, ad 

P. S. While1 was CorreRing ths Preface for the Prin- 
ter, in order eo its Inamedzate publication, the Dutch 
Poſt-man brings my Forreign Letters, one of which ss from 
oy Cologne Friend, in which $5 Incloſed the printed 
Sheers of the Second Part, where, ( on 4 Curſolery view 
of them ) I find the Intrigues of 1s Brittiſh Highnels lajed 
; way hewing ( after the failure of Count Davila and Fa- 
e edro ſ the Secret Intrigues of the WARMING- 
PAN; inwhichss briefly Couch'd che whole management 
4 that Impoſture. With a New Amour that has lately 

appen d ſince the Courts rerrrement anto Gotliland, be 
tween King. Polydorus and Queen Meſlalina ; Wherein 
are ſeveral Secrets of thePagan League not yes expos d: 
Bue juch is the ovey eagerneſs of the Bookieller, char I 
cannot perſwade him to ſtop the publication of this, but I 
am over perſwaded to publiſh them in two Parts , as ehey 
are in the Original, ' Faic 


tt... th. ems. 4 


_ ti. A eee eo. Bi... | ts. 4 


— 


Air Albion had for many years enjoy'd all the 
pleaſures that Peace and Plenty could afford, 

and by a long diſcontinuance from War, leem'd to 
have degenerated from thoſe inchrations to Glory 
which have been accounted natural ro the People 
of that Famous Iſland ; the laſt time they carry'd 
out their Victorious Arms, was againſt their Neigh- 
bours on the Belgick Coaſts, where after many bg- 
nal proofs of Courage and Abthty on both fides, the 
Quarrel proceeding chiefly from Emulanon of each 
others Power and Trade, a firm and lafting Peace 
was concluded berween them: And now Brito- 
maydes the Second of that Name, King of Albion, 
having againſt his natural diſpoſition been obliged 
to ſpend the firſt an4 better part of his Youth in all 
thoſe hazards and difficulties whicha CiviIlWar with- 
in the Bowels of his own Countrey, and a twelve 
Years Exile abroad Jaid him open to, he at laſt, to 
his wonderful farisfa&ion, finds himſelf ar hberty 
to follow the current of his own Humour, and re- 
ſolves to Sacrifice the remaining part of his Life ro 
the ſoft temprations of Love and Pleaſure : But 
ſee the fallibiliry of Humane Reſolutions, and how 
eafily Providence can dilappoint our firmeſft Ex- 
pectarions, for though Briromardes knew how to 
improve his Minutes of Love and Delight toas great 
advantage as any Prince in the World, yet hecould 
very rarely find himſelf dilengaged from thoſe 
weighty Cares thatneceſfarily attend the Thrones of 
Great Princes, or from the apprehenfions of ſome 
B un- 
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impending Dangers which the many diſcoveries of 
Plors and Conſprracies againſt his Life, imprinted in 
him : He at laſt dying, without lawful Iflue, Lyco- 
| ken Second. his only Brother, ſucceeded. a 
rince whoin his Youth and Adverfity gave fo fig- 
nal proofs of his Virrue and Gallantry, that he ren- 
der d himſelfche Admiration of Forreign Countries, 
and the Delight and Love of his own, but (1 know 
_—__—_ unhappy Counce!s thereunto incited ) 
after his'coming tothe Crown of Albion, he com- 
mitted ſo many Irregularities againſt even the Peace 
and Safety of his own People,that they were obliged 
fo call in Anaximander, Prince of the Low Lands, 
to their Aſſiſtance to deferd their Lives, which 
they affirm'd Lycogenes had expos'd and told to Po- 
dorus King of the Gazi-s, and to recover their 
Roots and Liberties which, ſay, they their King had 
encroach'd upon and taken from them: Lycogenes 
had by his firſt Wife ( who was Daughter to a No- 
ble Peer of Albion) rwo Lovely Princeſſes to his 
Daughters, the Elde?t called Artemiſia, Married to 
Aneximander, the - other Philadeiphia, Marned to 
Polycrates the Northern Prince. His ſecond Wite 
was Meſſalins, Daughter of a Huge Prince in Italy, 
and nearly Related to Boanerges the High-Prieſt, a 
Lady ſent by Heaven rodetermine the Fate of Poor 
Lycogenes, and to ruine the growing greatnels of the 
Pazan Intereſt in the Kingdom of Aibioa: Sac was, 
as to her Perſon, a!l that could be witht in a great 
Woman, ſhe had a Majetfiick, Lofry Carriage, black 
Hair, delicate ſparkling Eyes of t.:2 1:me Colour, a 
handſome Noſe, her Mouth extrea:in'y pretty when 
ſhe ſmil'd, her Face Oval, her Look' demure and 
ſullen, except when ſhe was in Company with her 
Favourites; the was tall and well ſhapd, mw -- 
thoſe 
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thoſe who only look'd on her, ſhe made lovely Ft- 
gure ; ſhetook, according to the mode of her Coun- 
try, a great delight in Muſick and Amour ; Betore 
her arrival at Albien, ſhe had ſpentpart ofher ime 
in the Court of Gahland, where the behav'd her felt 
with that Gallantry,and fofar irfinuated into the fa- 
your of that Courrt,that 'tis beliey'dLycogenes receiy'd 
his firſt recommendation of her from the King of 
the Gaules ; ſhe look'd upon the Nobility of Albion 
either to0 juſt ro their King, or too unworthy of her 
Favours, to entruit them with any part of her In- 
trigues, and therefore ſhe choſe tobe beholding to 
the High-Prieſt and to Polydcrws, for Perſons that 
might ar once ſerve both her Love and Ambition ; 
and though Lycogenes did all co oblige her, that a 
fond over-weening Love conld prompt a Man to, 
yet he found it morethan a diſhculty many times to 
prevail with her to keep within ſuch rules as were 
moſt agreeable to his Honour, and requiſite for the 
Peace and Security of his Kingdom ; Meſſalins af- 
ter Lycogenes Acceſſion to the Crown, upon the 
Height and Eminence of her new Station, ſeemn'd 
to have receiv'd a new Air and Temper too ; for 
during the Reign of Britomardes ( her Lycogenes then 
but a SubjeR ) ſhe bore her Grandeur with that uni- 
ver{a] Complailance and Condeſcention, that poſli- 
bly the Renown of her Prideleſs Meen and Deport- 
ment, out-ran the very Fame of her Beanty, and 
the lame Poetick Raprures that daily Deified the 
one,built Altars too to the other. All Tongues were 
fall of her Prarſes,and there wanted not her A 
even in all Corners of the World. But as it For- 
tune had tried to match her own Murtability int that 
Change which theAdyance toaCrown ſoon wrought 
through her whole Temper and Carriage ; the 

B 2 Anointing 


2 —— 


—_—  ——— 


PRnIey —_ —”” ORE” 256. OED ——— — _— = 
> 


(10) 
Anointing Drops ſeem'd to have infuſed ſo ſtrange 
2 Spirit of Ambition and Haug/tineſs, that her for- 
mer Deareſt Darlings and Favourites were then 
thougnt ſcarce worthy the Honour of being her Vaſ- 
fals, mſomuch that that Univerſal Qu1re that before 
had ſo chanted her Praites, were all of a ſudden 
ftruck dumb ; whilſt the Exaltation of her Pride, 
with that of her Glory, had infinitely rebated the 
edge of the late popu'ar Veneration. But as dif- 
guſted as fo haughry a Beh2viour ſoon made her, 
not only by the reople, but the very Courtiers of 
Albion; We are to confhder 'twas in the Days of 
ker more humble State, and gentler Charms, that 
ſhe gain'd the Heart of her Lycogenes. 'Tis true, as 
her Pride becamea Fault, however it brought one 
Vertwe with 1t, in giving a Check to her former In- 
clination to- Intrigue ; her ſometimes Favourites 
{upon her Aſcent to a Throne ) being now a little 
removed to a Diſtance unworthy of Graces ſo ſub- 
lime. The long expected and long figh'd for Day 
ofher Imperial Dignity benz come, the could nor 
without abundance of Regret behold thoſe Wrinkles 
Age” had already made in the Face of her Lycogenes, 
the would often ruminate on the Senfible Decay 
Time and continual Cares had wrought in the 
Strength and Vigour of the King her Hus band, ſhe 
ebuldnot confider his weak and ſeldom Carefles any 
otherwiſe than as Memento Mori to her own Glory 
and Ambition ; ſhe ſaw many whom the unkind- 
neſs, ſhall 1 ſay Injuftice of Lycogenes had render'd 
cold and diſaffefted to his Intereft, gaping with ex+> 
porn of a ſpeedy Change ; the was not inſepſi- 

le that the moment of his Death would probably be 
the Eternity of her Rune, and that at leaſt her Ho- 
pour, if not her Life, would be cndanger'd ; theſe 
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(11) 
Confiderations would often perplex theMind of poor 
Meſſalina, and would often check lhe current of her 
Joy even in the height of all her Glory. * Vhar ? 
would ſhe cry, * muſt this be the weak Foundarion 
©whereon all my future Hopes muſt reſt > Muſt all 
©* my Glorious Projects leanon the uncertain Secu- 
© rity of a Feeble Husband's Life? Shall the preſent 
* poſſeſſion of a Crown ſeem ſo to tranſport my 
© Thoughts, as to leave me careleſs of all future 
* Contingencies, or ſhall I tmnk the high Station of 
© 2 Queen of Albion io fir above my Perſonal Me- 
{rit,that like a cheating Gameſter, 1 can be willing 
© torefund, or lay down my Royalty >? No, no, Meſ- 
* {aline, think of the Grandeur of thy Mighty Houſe, 
© think of thy yet but Blooming Youth and Beauty ; 
©*but above all, think of thy boundleſs Iofiy Soul, 
* which will ſooner break than bend to the leaſt de- 
* rogation of thy Honour : Remember Boanerges, 
*thy holy Patron and Kinſman,and the Mighry Poly- 
* dors, do ſomething worthy their great Alliance & 
* Friendſhip : Remember the Eyes of all thy Se ex- 
© pet thy wonderfulOperations; and fince the neceſ- 
*fity of Time requires thy ſpeedy Reſolutions, re- 
*move boldly whatever dare obſtru&t thy Will, and 
© let thy Orders have a ſpeedy execution. Such were 
the extravagant Thoughts of Unhappy Aeſſalrnz, 
which were yet heightned afterwards by the perni- 
cous Counlels of Count Divilz, and Father Petty 
her rwo chief Aſſiſtants 1nall her Conſultations, an 
ſent on purpoſe to work on the refleſs Humourof 
this Queen, by Boanerges the Hwh-Prieſt, to pro- 
mare the Intereſt of the Pagan Faction in the King- 
dom of Albjon. Thele two, according to their In- 
fruftions, draw firſt a Scheme of what they had 
to do, and then hke crafty Workmen, proceed - 
C t 
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the Manner, Time, and Place for the execution of 
their Projetts ; they ſoon come to adetermination 
of the manner of their proceedings, for being ſen- 
fible of the main points whereon all the Queens Sa- 
nsfattion ſeem'd to depend ; to wit, Amour and 
Re'tgion, ( wo things lo relative and reciprocal to 
each other all over Italy and great part of Gaule, 
that you ſhall ſeldom ſee a Devotee withour the at- 
tendance of her Enameuratto, or a Man at his Prayers 
without mingling ſome pithy Ejaculations to the 
Saint that kneels by him ) that they ſeem'd to have 
little elſe to do than ro make ſeaſonable applicati- 
ons to the Queens humour, as time and opportu- 
nity ſhould give leave. The Count was a tall 
Nender Man, well ſhap'd, black Ey'd, and quick, 
a large Noſe, but thin Fac'd, facetious in his Dil- 
courle, and after the Italian way Muſical ; he had 
been well acquainted with Meſſaline in Ttaly, and 
had without any ſignal reaſon todeſpair, made ſe- 
veral addreſſes of Love to her ; He was defign'd 
and ſent by the High Prieſt Boanergesr, to make 
what efforts he could on the well known Inchna- 
tions of Meſſalin:, though he came not ſo well pro- 
vided bur that 1t was generally thought the Queen 
defray'deven the exvence of his Courtſhip : Father 
Pudro was to ply the other weak fide of AMeſſa- 
lina, and by his Inſmuations of an implicit faith 
to be given to every thing, he ſhould aſſert ſhe 
was to uſe herurmoſt power and influence with 
Lycogenes, ro promore and put nexecution without 
reſerve, whatloever ſhould be propoſed as advanta- 
g1ous to the Pagan Intereſt: This was the purport 
of theur Commiſſions, which they were to manage 
with all the Diſcretion,Secreſfie, andExpedition ima- 
gunable. 

The 
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(13) 
The Queen happening to be indiſpolſed a white 
after the Counts arrival at Court, he was neceflita- 
ted to defer the payment of his private devoirs for 
four or five days, though the ſanisfaftion her Ma- 
jeſty was pleaſed to expre(s for his arrival, was 
thought to add much to her recovery ; She let him 
know about a Week after his coming, ſhe was wil- 
ling roreceive his Viſicthat day after Dmner, and 
tO avoid all inconveniency that might ariſe from the 
multiplicity of Attendance at the Pallace Roya!, 
the takes her Chair privately, and croſſes over to Sr. 
Faques, a ſmall half Mile from A41ba Regats, and re- 
tiring into her Cloſet, the with 1mpatience waited 
the coming of the Count, having before givenOrders 
to admit him without Ceremony ; the Count by 
what miſchance detained is uncertain, came notrill 
two hours after the time appointed, and being 
condufted by Aſpafia, cne of the Queens Women 
to the Cloſer door, went m, and found Mefſalina 
thrown upon a Couch taſt aſleep, whereupon he 
fop'd, and being abour ro withdraw, the Queen 
awoke, and perceiving the Count, the ſtarted up 
in fome ſeeming diſorder : The Count fearing the 
was diſpleaſed to have been feen in that poſture, 
was in great confufion whether to ftay or go, till 
the Queen m—_— to him, faid, © My Lord, this 
*15 a piece of Gallantry in you extraordinary, to 
*makea Lady wait thus long for your attendance ; I 
*know not how you will be able to acquit your ſelf 
* from the juſtice of my refentment,of which hereto- 
| fore you have exprefled great apprehenfions : The 
Count was ſo abaſh'd at this ſhort but ſevererepri- 


mand. that for a great while he could not make any 
ropeyrout at laſt coming to himielt he fell on his Knees 
and humbly 1mplored _=_ Majeſties Pardon, _ 
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her he hop'd Her Majeſty was not now to be con- 
vinc'd of his readinels to ſerve her with the utmoſt 
faculty of his Soul; that ſhe could not be inſenſi- 
ble that the firſt time he had had the honour to ſee 
her 1:2 her own Country, he had made fo entire a 
reſignation of himſeif and his intereſt to her will and 
pleaſure, 'that 1t was not now 1n his power to de- 
ſign any thing rep r to her fatisfaction, that he 
was t00 {enhble of her Juſtice, to beheve that one 
unfortunate error wasable to blot out the remem- 
brance of a thouſand demonſtrations paſt of the 
rofound reſpect he always thought due to her; that 
e hop'd his hearty repentance for this, would in- 
duce her not only to confirm his Pardon for the 
ſent, bur ro give him affurance of her good will 

or the future: The Queen who all this while with 
the greateſt ſansfaftion imaginable, had heard the 
Count thus zealous mn his Apology for an errour, 
ſhe had reſolved with a grear deal leſs difficulty ro 
have pardoned, ſtretching out her hand to the Count, 
told him roundly that ſhe was ſufficiently ſatisfied 
of his good inclinations towards her, that beſides 
the recommendationof her Kinſman the High-Prieſt, 
tis own perſonal merit 1:ad ſo wrought on her opt- 
mon, as to make her reſolve to commit a Secret of 
the greateſt importance to her Intereſt, that could 
be, to his management and diſcretion, that as ſhe 
&d already bzheve the fincerity of his Protefta- 
tions, fo ſhe doubred tte neceſſity of her Afﬀairs, 
wou'd ma little time cauſe her roexact his pertor- 
mance : The- Count was about to reply, when 


Madam Marchioneſs de Tomaze, the Queens chief 


Confident, and Father Pedro, were come mto the 
withdrawing Room, anc advancing up to the Clo- 
ſer, the Queen bid them enter, where afrer the u- 
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ſual Ceremony they fall into a deep Conſultation , 
the matter betore thera, was the means of advan- 
cir the Pagan Intereſt throughout Albion, and next 
the ſatisfaction of Meſſalina's Ambition, as to her 
continuance in the Regency in caſe Lycogenes (which 
was very much fear'd,) ſhould in a ſhort time fail ; 
they were each preparing to deliver their Opinion 
in this weighty Aﬀair, when news was brought that 
the King waited for Meſſalina's Company, to m 
a viſit to the Queen Dowager ; Meſſalins before 
the departed. gave them in Charge to deliver in 
Writing to her ielf, within three days, their Opint= 
ons ſeverally, and rold them that within three da 
more ſhe would have another Conſult, wherein 
hoped they would come toa final Reſolution i The 
Queen berg gone, thele three fell ro deliberation 
onthe points already propoſed ; after a great many 
Arguments they conclude, that nothing bur the 
Queens having a Son, could in any humane pro- 
bability ſecure both the Queens Power, and the 
Grandeur of their Dianz and her Temples in Albion 
after the death of L: cog-nes ; for ſuppoſing, ſaid they, 
(which 1s very much doubted) that Lycogenes hye 
to bring 1n either by Fraud or Arbitrary Power, the 
Pegans Religion 1n his own rime,yet the root it will 
take will be 1o ſlender and ſhallow, that one breath 
of the next Succeſſor (veing a Chriſtian) will be 
able to blaſt it, and in the mean time there will be 
no proviſion made for the Queens ſatisfaftion ; 
andalas ! cries the Marchioneſs, the Queen can no 
more hope for a young Son from Lycogenes now, 
than I can fora Joung Set of Teeth at threeſcore ; 
the Count ſmil'd to himſelf at the quas of rhe 
Expreſſion, and as he pgueſs'd at what her diſcourſe 
4d tend to, ſo he could 2 bur be glad thar _ 
Na 
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had firſt broke the Ice: I preſume, ſaid Father 
Pedro. ( addrefling himſelf to the Lady ) her Ma- 
jeſty upon a cue Conſideration of the Premites 
will not be offended at what ha'l be propoſed by 
her Friends in order to her future as well as preſent 
fatisfaction, and becauſe things of this nature may 
b- rrer be imparted to the Queen, by your Ladiſhip 
than by us, we ſhall refer our thoughts of this pointe 
to your Ladiſhips management : Upon this they 
rted, and the Count repairing to his Lodging, 

a ruminating on that days Tranſaftions, he be- 
gan to think his Maſter the High-Prieſt's buſineſs 
would come on very favourably ; nor did he ſee any 
great reaſon to deſpair of tome ſucceſs in his own 
Amour, he confider'd how obligingly Meſſelinzs had 
entertain'd him 1n the Cloſet, and began to make 
ſome random Conjectures of what ſhe ſaid the had 
todeliver to him, he remember'd the reports that 
had been given about Town concernirg himſelf,and 
how that the Queen had been pleaſcd ro ſay once, 
the believed Count Davils to be as capable of win- 
ning a Ladies Favours as any man in Europe ; he 
call'd to mind. the Character 2>{-ſſa/inz went under 
1m Ialy, upon the account of the young Bazxon of 
Senfifort, a Gentleman that was generally thought 
to have made EfeFual Love to her ; he could 
eafily gueſs what entertainment ſhe had with the 
King her Husband, who beſide a faiing contratted 
in his youth, had the heavy burthen of age and 
cares lying on hum ; he knew the Queen young and 
1gorous, and that the miſtruſt ſhe had of the No- 
ty of Atbjon in all probability, did reſtrain her 
from making any advances of Intrigue or Amour 
with oy of them ; theſe and the like confiderati- 
ons made hum reſolye to ſound Meſſaling's inclina- 
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tions with the firſt opportunity, and in the mean 
trimetoprels hzrto come to a reſolution concern- 
ing his Maſter. The nzx: Night Father Pedro meets 
Meſſalins retiring intg, her Bed-chamver after Flay, 
and the Queen tlopping, asked what they had done 
in her buſineſs? Pe4ro told her he thought the Mar- 
chioneſs had cre this imparted their Opinions to 
her Majeſty, and implared her Majsſty not to be 
offended with the freelom of their thoughts, fince 
the preſent Stare of Aﬀairs could not poſibly admit 
of any milder Reſolutions,he laid before her the in- 
ſtability of her Forrune, the danger of her Perſon, 
the Ange of Lycogenes, his Weakneſs, and Imperfe- 
ion ; he preft her to canfider the merit of the 
thing, and howit would for ezer advance the In- 
tereſt of their T emples in Albjon, and when ſhe 
objeted her Honour and Credir, he told her, her 
Station was above eyen Suſpicion, for who durſF 
peep into the Cabinets of Princes > He told her he 
could propale m2thods as ſecret as pleaſant, and 
bege'd her not to defer a matter of ſuch conſe- 
quence, and whick he fear'd every day might de- 
termine and make void + Mcſ[alins, whoſe natu- 
ral temper had been long check'd by the ſtiff rules 
of Majeſty and Greatneſs, began now to ſoften and 
melt at the pathetick Arguments of Father Pedro, 
and eagerly grafping him by the hand, told him, 
That if ever ſh? coul4 condeſcend to any part of bis diſ- 
courſe, it muſt b: um9n confiderations more weighty 

than any, of pl-aſur* ; That ſhe wiſh'd ſhe could live 

to ſee her Religion R2-e/t1blifhed, and a Son of her own 
plac'd in the Throne of Albion ; That ſhe could not in- 
deed without a great deal of trouble confider the faint 

Careſſes ani wetkh Efforts of the King her Husband ; 

and conſeſs'd, that though Glory and Greatneſs bad 
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gaind the aſcendent of her heart, yet ſbe could not 
without « great deal of regret, reſolve 16 bid d-fiance 
to all the other ſatisfafions of | fe ; That though the 
high Quality of Lycogenes h4d raiſed her heart 4- 
bove the common Rank, yet ſhe could not perceive but 
ſhe was flill ſubje& to the common Filings of Fleſh 
and Blood : The laſcivious "rieit, whoa!! rhis while 
was tickling himſelf wich the coming Temper of 
Meſſalina, ſuppoſing he had now raisd her tancy, 
to the very Critical point indeed, was relolv'd to 
preſs the Diſcourſe home ; but tome of the Ladies 
of the Bed-Chamber coming up, tae Queen with- 
out any more words, walk'd torward into her Bed- 
Chamber ; Father zero at the ſame time retiring 
ſomrhing diſſarisficd with £15 ſuppoſed diſappoint- 
ment, was making wnat way he could to his Lodg- 
ings, bur judging 1t not very late by the Company 
aw yet ftirringin the Court, hereſolv'd to take 
a turn or tworn the Galleries that lead ro rhe de- 
ſcent into the Forreſt of St. Faques ; he had juſt 
turnd the Corner of the firit Gallery, when a 
Young Lady makes up to hin with all the haſte and 
Concern 1magin-ble: O Sir, ſays the, my 
Lady has been in Bed almoſt this bour, and wonder, 
extreamly what ſhould detain you ſo long, the Clock 
bas fliruch One, and all the Cour: 1/moſt are in Bid : 
Here, Sir, I beſeech you, the the Ky, the Candl? is 
in the Lobby ; make 4s l;ttle 20ij, 15 may be; you 
weed not lock the Door ; I'le but jujt jtep ts the Conn- 
vs of Thunderlands Lodzing, ani will b- back in 
half an hour. Pedro was extreamiy ifartled ar thus 
Adventure, but judging ( as indeed it was ) tome 
Amorous Afignation, and his Spirits, by 3Mefſt- 
lina's Charming Diſcourſe, bein? a ht:le betore 
raisd, he was reſolv'd to Þ!! vp the vacant prays 
an 


(19) 
and anſwer the Longing Ladies expectation ; he 
was confident the Man defign'd muft be one of 
his own Tribe, for by the little glmmering of the 
diſtant Lights, he was ſure the Maid could not miſ- 
tike their Garbes, all that troubled ham was to find 
the right Door, if the Maid ſhould have gone be- 
fore the had open'd it, and he durſt not ask her 
Ladies Name for fear of luſpicion : Inſhort, he rells 
the Maid ſoftly, She muſt go back with him a little, 
for that he had ſome Buſineſs of Importance 20 leave 
with hey till morning ; The Maid readuly returns, and 
being juſt come to the Door, be bids her make what 
haſte ſhe could back, and be would defer bis Buſineſs 
rill then, The Maid being gone, he opens the door 
and perceives they were of Aſpefia's Lodgings, ano- 
ther of the Queens Confidents, and Wife to Latroon 
an Iberian Count, and lately made Viceroy of that 
Kingdom by King Lycogenes. Pedro was well ac- 
quainted with the Lady, and remembred that Fa- 
ther Sebaſtian was reported to be very intimate with 
her. A4ſpafia was about the Thirty fourth Year of 
her Age, was always very Fair, had large Grey Eyes, 
very languifhing and iweet, ſhe had a very fine 
Carriage, debonarre in her Converſation, and Witty, 
a huge lover of Intrigues, and inſatiate in her 
Wantonneſs ; She had formerly been Lov'd by 
Polydorus King, of the Gauls ; as allo by King Ly- 
cogenes, by whom ſhe was firſt recommended to 
Litroon for a Wite; She leem'd to be the right 
hand of Meſſa/ins, who would unload her moſt 
ſecret Thoughts in her Boſom ; She was a great 
Bigot in Pagamim, and would often boaſt of the 
Vertues and good Nature of the Pagan Prieſts ; 
She had, as it ſeems, been often Charm'd with 
the Converſation of MES Sebaſtian, ang ad 
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that night, appointed him to come to her Cham- 


| ber; Father Pedro knowing the Lodgings, ſhuts 


th? Door, and 1immzdiately repairs, without 
Light, to Aſpzþ2's Bed. who by this time, with 
long Exp=@ation, was fallen into a ſoft ſlumber ; 
he locks tne Daor of her B:d4-Chamber, and 
without ſray, undreſling, fteals ſoftly in, and 
claſping Aip:ft in his Arms, the preſently wakes ; 
Madamoiſelle de Etvirs's B:ds-head was near to 
HAlpaſia's, and ſeparated only by a flight parti- 
tion, which obliged them ro whiſper low ; A{pa- 
ſia tell a Chding the ſuppos'd Sebajtian for his fray, 
anJ Wantonly tells him, he oug5t not to have made 
her ſuffer Pennance before ſh: ba1 committed the 
Sin; heanſwers her with Kiſſes and repeated Ca- 
reff:s, and inthe intervals of their Amours, would 
whiſper and chat ofall the little Intrigues about 
the Court; Father Pedro asks her how the Queen 
far'd, and whether Lycogenes bad as yet been able 
to gtve her any aſſurance of a Son and Heir? A\pa- 
fia ſighing Replyes ; * Alack ! Lycogenes his mil- 
© fortune, together with AMeſſalint's ſevere Vertue, 
©the wasafraid, would gonear to ruine the faireſt 
© Hopes that ever tie Pagans in Al570n had,” or 
© would have whale the Sun ſhone; and chat un- 
*lefs ſome Ipezdy A7pitcation and Remedy b2 us'd, 
© that glimmering Light, which by the influence 
© of Tycozenes they dia at preſent enjoy, would 
* with his Fall, be rarn'd mto everlattinz Dark- 
*nzS: 1 know, my Dear Sebaſtian, {ail the, 
* that Meſſ:lina's haughty Spirit alone, retards the 
* Complement of all our Hopes : She has all the 
*common Frailnes of our S2x ; She Loves, and 
* hz Confeſſeth roo, and vet her mizhty Pride re- 
* ſrrains her Inciination : She laſt Night law Count 
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« Devils paſs by, when in a fort of Fxtafie, flie 
6 eraſp'd me eagerly, and cry'd 3 Tock, here's rhe 
© Count, Aſpaſia : * And when the kirg orce pre'r ker 
*roretire with him to Bed, ſhe turr:s tome. &ſigh- 
© ing, ſaid, We are going to ſleep. Alpefin. Nothing 
could add more to the fſatisfafticn of Father Pe- 
dro, than this knowledge of the Queens Inciira- 
tion; and though he h«d not been mertioned ty 
Af{paſia to be any way in the Queens Theught,, 
he was refolv'd, to puſh on tis own Fortune, to 
watch the Courits ſteps, ard to come in, it pet- 
fibly, with him for a ſharein tte Booty : A(prfa's 
Maid in the mean time being come back, 2rd {up- 
poſing Sebaſtian and her Lidy lafe rogcther. was 
preparing her ſelf for Bed; ite wzs jult puttirg 
out the Candle when ſhe heard a ſmall knock- 
ing at the outward Door ; but ſurpcfing it to be 
only ſome of the Countets of Tturdo lards Maids, 
conſidering ſhe was to wake berimes to Jet our 
Father Sebaſtian, ſhe laid hcr ſelf e&cwn wittour 
anſwering: The two Lovers, who by this time 
had trodden all the ſecret yatks of Love, were 
now at length diſpoſing themſelves to fleeps 4{- 
pefis, whoſe thoughts were p'cas'd with this En- 
joyment of her ſuppos'd Sebaſtian, was guickly 
wrapt in Dream ard gentle flumbers ; but Father 
Pedro was kept awake with the cares of manafge- 
ing this Nights Intrigue ; he was ore while think- 
ing to riſe ſoftly and get off without diſcoverr, 
another while he hop'd by this accident, ro rer:- 
der A\2fis inſtrumental and affiflant to his Ce- 
fign with the Queen ; he fear'd not ary thirg 
from Sebaſtizn's diſcovery, fince his Fortune was 
in his power ; befides, 4ſpafie, for her own ſake, 
wou!d be filent in the matter ; fo that at laſthe re- 
E 3 ſolves 


ſolves to ſtand it out, and without any more con- 
cern, turns himſelf about to his reſt: In the 
morning early Cleone, Ajpafia's truſty Maid, gets 
up, and gives the fignal at her Ladies door, to the 
ſuppos'd Sebaſtian toriſe ; Father Pedro had taken 
care over night to draw tne Curtains cloſe abour, 
and claſping Aſpzis in his Arms, he tells her he 
was mightily diſturb'd in bis ſleep with a Dream 
concerning Father Pedro : © Now you ſpeak of Fa- 
© ther Pedro, cries Aſpaſpa, I can tell you, that of 
© late he 15 mightily in favour with —_— and 
© the Count, and he ſeems to ſhare all the favours 
© of her good opinion ; and to ſpeak the truth, 
© Father Pedro has all the qualifications m the 
©World, that may be requthre for the Conqueft 
© of the moſt tumborn Ladies heart ; for beſides the 
© advantages of acomely Face and Perſon, he has [o 
* many pretty ways of infinuating love and friend- 
© ſhip, that the Queen her ſelf has rold me, That 
next io Court Daviia, ſhe did not know a Perſon in 
the World to.charmin- in his Converſation as Father 
Pedrs : © You. ſpeak, reply'd the ſuppos'd Sebaſtian, 
© fo feelingly of the Merit of Father Pedro, that 1 
© have reaſon to fear and reſent him as a Rial ; 
*and I can hardly aſſure my ſelf I have reaſon to 
© boaſt of your Favours, till I can hear you ſpeak 
* with more indifferency of him. But tell me, 


.* my Dear A(p:fia, ſays he, How long have you 


© obſerv'd Mcſſzlinzs to advantagious Opinion 
*and Charaftter ot Father Pedro; the Count, in- 
* deed, as well tor his former acquaintance in Italy, 
© as for the Character he bearsof the High-Prieſt's 
© Legate here, may give him a pretence to ſome 
* ſmall ſhare in Meſalina's thoughts ; but as there 

can 
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*can beno ſuch reaſon on the other fide, fa I cannot 


{but wonder, by what Charm Father Pedro could fo 
© of a og himſelf into the favour of the 
*Queen: Ak me no more, my Dear, replies Aſpafia, 
to cell what Tam both by Honour and Inecreſt obiged ro 
conceal , and aſſure thy ſelf that the ſame motive that 
induceth the Queen to refpe#& Father Pedro , will oblyge 
Father Pedro to be both thy Friends and mine , and 
al of our Profeſſion : * Accepr then, Dear Aſpaſia, 
(frome this moment, ſays he , Pedro's affured Love 
*:nd Friendſhip ; Pedro can ne'r forget the favours 
' of this night, Favours by Fate defien'd alone for 
© Pedro. At the pronouncing theſe laft wordt , he 
rais'd his Voice alittle, and withdrawing the Curt= 
ains, he at once diſcover'd the Counterfeit Sebaftain, 
andrhe real Pedro. Aſpaſia , who at the latter part 
of his Words } had perceiv'd not only the Deceit, 
but the Deceiver, ſeem'd to be in the greateſt con- 
fulon imaginable , till Father Pedro firtt imploting 
her pardon, told her, He was extreamly ſorry, if he 
rob'd her of the ſatisfattion of a more worthy 3edfellow, 
that Fortun?, and her Maids unwittmg mmportunity, 
had prevail 'd with him to la» hold of, pur, improve that 
lake minute which bis inclination, though with deſpazr, 
bad often made him wiſh for, that by his future endea- 
vours and ſervices, be hop'd to make her ſenſible that 
SYeba.tian was was not the only Mn in the Porld worthy 
of ber favours; and in the mea” time he beg'd her im- 
partially t» confider whether 1t could be m the power of 
Men to reſt ſo powerful Temptations, as yielding Beau 
ty and p:rſwaſive Opportunity. Aſpaſia having with 
abundance of Patience heard the wanton Prieſt's Apo- 
logy, had by this tinzeverv well recover'd out of her 
amazement, and having firit r#fle&ted on the good 
Behaviour of the Priett in Bed, and the bad con- 
ſequences that ariſe from a diſcovery of this Nights 
Intiigue 
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Intrigue, ſhe thought it her beſt way to make a | 


virtue of neceſſity, and clofe with the Priett without 


farther jangling, ſhe remember'd the Character ſhe 
her ſelf had given him, and had now experimented: } 


the height of his perfeCtions, ſhe could not perceive 


ber ſelf a loſer by the change, nay, rather ſhe had all ? 
the advantage of the bargain, nor could the ftrang- * 


neſs of the Accident aMidct her, ſince the ſatisfaction 
of her life lay chiefly in Intrigues ; having briefly 
run over theſe conſiderations to her ſelf, ſhe turns 
her ſelf with a great deal of affurance to her Lover, 
and throwing her Arm about his Neck, the rells him, 
that ſince he had been an Ear Witueſs of her good 
Opinion of him, ſhe thought it now to no purpoſe 
to diflemble ; that though ſhe had not defign'd her 
favours for him at that time, yet ſhe was too well 


ſatisfied of his merrit to find fault with the error ; ? 


that if ſhe apprehended anv misfortune to her (elf, it 


was her fear that he had not found the treaſure an{wer.. * 


able to his hopes and expectations, and that conſe- 


quently ſhe might find her (elf lefſen'd in his good ? 
Opinion hereafter ; the crafry Prieit, who by this ? 


nights Accident had, to his thinking, laid a ſure foun- 
dation to all his future Projects. huggs the well-pleas'd 


Lady in his Arms, and after a thoutand reciprocal ' 


Wanronnefles, they (ſwear an inviolable Friendſhip to 
each other : Father Pedro repeats to her all the detign 
and project of advancing and ſettling the Pagan Inte- 
rett during Lycogenes his lite, and, engages her to preſs 
the Queen continually to come to a (peedy Reſolution 
as to the point of Regency andSucceſſion ; prevails 
with her to give him a faithful account from time to 
time of all Tranſactions between the Cont and Meſs 
ſalina. as alſo to give him her afſiitancein any mat- 
ters he ſhould propoſe hereafter ; to all which Aſp«- 


fia readily Afert- + folemnly Swears ; and now the - 
Morning - 
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Morning being much advanc'd, Pedro takes leave Of 
| Apeſia, and prepares to dreſs, when Cleone knocks 
at her Ladys Door, to know if ſhe were 1tirring 5 A- 
aſia defires Pedro to retire intoa Cloſet, and flip» 
ping on her Night Gown opens the door to Cleone ; 
] the Maid having a while before ſeen Sebaſtzan with 
' meCompany walking in the Court Yard, merrily 
ak'd her Lady when the Lover got ont, for that ſhe 
had not ſeen him go z Aſpaſia fearing Sebaſtian might 
ask Cleone queſtions, thought ir her belt way to ac- 
quaint her with her own miſtake, and bid her wait a 
while for her farther Intiructions ; the Maid had 
juſt retir'd to the Window of the Withdrawing= 
Room, when ſhe ſtraight runs back and tells her La- 
| dy the (aw Sebaſtian in the Court below making tow- 
; ads her Lodgings 3 Aſpaſia in a great fight runs to 


: * theCleſet, and defires Pedro to be filent and till, tor 


that Sebaftian was coming ; Father Pedro who by 
| this time had got himſelf dreis'd, thought it would 

beredious ſtaying there, and immediately opens the 
! Cloſet Door and marches off, having juſt got to the 
* door going into the Gallery, he pops juſt upon the 

Queen and Count Dawila going to the Moſque at St. 

Jaques; Sebaſtian had gut up among the Queens Re= 
* tinve and had perceived Father Pedro coming out of 
Aſpaſia's Lodgings, he began to ruminate with him- 
fir what bufine(s Father Pedro could have there, and 
at that time of day, and reflecting on Alpaſia's loole 
Lite, his jealoutie prompted him tothink that he kad 
loft his Afſignation, and had been ſupplanted the lat 
Night by Father Pedro ; Scboſtian was brit an Unde7- 
ling in the Prieſts Tribe in compariſon of Pedro, but 
was of a haughty revengetul humour ; he was a 
Iuity big Bon d Man, and had an indifferent g0ud 


Ainvur 


Face, he was a Renegado Chriſtian, and had by the 
influence and, promiſes of A4/paſia, while the was in 
F Gayle, been perverted to Pagani ; he had had along 
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Amour with Aſpaſiz, and by her means had been pres. 
ferr'd ro the Brotherhood of the Pagan Prietts ; upon 
his Jealoufic aforeſaid he immediately repairs to Aſpu- 


fia's Lodgings,totry it he could make any Diſcovery | 


Aſpaſia.ro prevent queſtions, immediately chides him 
for his Ditappointmenr,he tells her hecame not ſo late 
but thar Cl/eone might have heard him knoek 3 Cleone 
maxes a little faultre in her Speech and confirms Seba- 
ftian in his ſuſpicion,and reſolving to he Reveng'dd, at 
leait on Father Pedro,he clears up his look and falls a 
toying with Aſpaſia,S owns him(elt ro blame for ſtay- 
ing paicthetime; in the mean while Father Pedre ha- 


viogz ninzled among the Qieens Retinue, perceived! 


that M4112 & the Connt, by the diſtance that the 
Attendants kept, were in p:ivate diſcourſe, & guefling 
at the ſubject of it, he thought it beſt not tointerrupt 
them,ſo rurning ſhort he retic d to his ownLodgingy; 
Count Davi/a having according to his laſt reſolutions 
waited with diligence for an Opportunity to try the 
temper & deligns of M-ſſa/1ns,had that Morning,up- 
on p'etence of imparting (ome Newsro her which he 
had late'y received rrom ire/y and Fraxce, been to wait 
on che Queen, who attec ſxmeextraordinary marks of 
her ſatistact on tor his pretence, asKk'd him to attend 


her to St. Jaques; This Kind reception and in- | 


vitation, contirin'd the Conat in his refointions of 
diſcovering his love, and preiiingz on the main 
buſtwels, fo that he readily uthers the Queen 
throuzh the Lod ginzs ro her Chair, and in one of 
her Coaches follows her to St. Jaqres, where wait- 
ing in the Antichamber 11:1 the Qriren had done 
her Derzoions at the Maſque , he was (ent for by 
M'ſſ1'ine to her Cloſet. Vhe Count was fo con- 
founded between hope and tear, that he trembied 
ail over when he went in 3; he was conſi.lering 
what the conſequences of his Attempt might 
be, 1f by lis uvei-xcening fancy ne ſhould have 
miſ-| 
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: | (27) | 
miſinterpreted the freedom of Mzſſalina's hnmour 3 it #&- 
maz'd him to think of the dangers he ſhould lay himſelf 
open to, in owning Love to the Wife of a Potent Monarch, 
if ſhe were pleaſed ro put a bad conſtruſtion on it, and in 
the leaſt reſent ir ; ſuch were the doubts and fears of the 
Court hefore he caine to the Queen : But alas # theſe 
fooming thoughrs were ſoon blown over, for Mefſaline 
very graciouſly receiving himart the Cloſet-door, and with 
an cxrraordinary gayery giving him her Hand, afrer acurn 
or rywo, ſeated her (elf on a Couch, and commanded the 
Couft ro fir by her, and turning to him, ask'd him merrily, 
what News 2? The Count by this time was come to himſelf, 
and with abundance of aſlurance, graſping her Majeſties 
Hand, told her, *Thar the Fame of her Majeſties Beauty 
'#ad Merit had fo rcaken up the Hearts of the People of 
F Albicn, thar where «ever he came, he could hear no 
i other Diſcourſe. Well, my Lord , replies the Queen, 
I thanks ym for your Complemere, ard though I am Ignorant of 
th? People of Albion's thoughts cf me , 1 dare preſume? , my 
Charafier paſſ 5 gith advan; ge enrngh gn y:ur Opinion. *It Is 
now my misforcune, replies che Count, not to be able rs 
*expreſs the ſincerity of my Zeal to your Majeſties Service 
*any otherwiſe thany in words, and that ſeverity with which 
'your over nice Vertues trears all your Admirers, limits and. 
'reſtrains rhe Innocent freedam even of them ; 1 muſt 
confeſs, conrinucd he , * the high Station, Fortune and 
*Merit have ſertcled you in, may with reaſon render your 
'Majcſty regardleſs of 1ny prefter af Service from me 3 yet 


' ſince the neceſlity of your Aﬀairs (as ſomerimes of che 


*greateſt Princes in the World ) r<quire the advice and 


 afiſtance of your Subjefts and Friends, I hope your long 


4experience of my Truth and Love, may now prevail with 


"Jour Mijeſty ro make me the happy Inſtrument of your 
*trure Sariefaftion, me 
The Queen who by the ſevcxal remonſtrances, of her 
three Counſelors had teen both prefs'd and convine'd ct 
danger of her &4irs,a"d being partly oyercome by the. 

og Slici- 


"he 


; Solicirations an.l Endearments of the Count in particular, 


w 


{ reſol”'d now to vive a looſe to her natural Inclinations, and 


chercupon turniag ro the Count, in a ſoft Ianguiſhing Tone 
ſhe reply'd , I :nuft at length , der Davi'a , confeſs my on 
Frailty and tt:y Power, my h.ughty mind I (ce at laſt will ſhop, 
and tou art Bo'nro be my Conquer! ; The Counc who was 
all chis while 1n a rapture, throwing himſclt ar her Feer 
embrac'd her Rrees, extclling his own good Fortane and 
her happy Reſolu:icns ; he gave her Ten chouſand Thanks 
for her preference and good Opinion of him before any of 
the Nobles in the Court of 4151: chat h:s whole choughts 
and endeavours ſhould be employ ro make good her Ex» 
peRation, and he did nor doubt bu: ſhe ſhould 1n a iccle 
; time find her (elf choroughly diſengaged trom all forrowtal 
| Apprehenfions: This munures Condetcerfion and frexdom, 

had ſo emboldened and aſſured M {ſu/ins'; Hearr, tur raite 
{ ing the Count,who at every Word was pretling and kitiing 
* her fair Hao:!, ſhe threw hc Arins about his Neck, aud ia 

morous Sighs and Murmirs ſhe whiſper'd hef Withes 1a 
.ns Ears; Ten thouſand tines ſhe kits'd his L1tgs and Eyes, 


4 while with his buſie hand he rov4d ofer ail the Fiel.!s of 
'' Love, ſomeiimes with eayer haft he'd climb che Snowy 
' if Hills of Picaſure, and then as quick retize down to the 


| Valies and Fountain of D.'ight and Love 5 Dear Davila, in 
' Rapegure would ſhe cry, Diving Meſſalinu , wou'd he reply ; 
Ah! can you -++ will you n'e refuſe, aid ht; Ab! dons --do 
| £137 ram ane, (aid (h: ;, Bur Cac Count who through M:{a- 
| Lind's Eyes ſaw the Temper of her Hearc, reſolv'd nor ro 
| flip thac lucky opporcumity , and rurning firſt ro make che 
Door {ecurc,he like a hungry Lyon ſeizes !:15 rrembling Prey 
16nd in his Arms conveys |1c ro the other fide of the Cloſer, 
[and throwing her gently 04 the Couch thereby , in cager 
Raprures he lays open 22d untulds her ſecret Treafure, and 
[rite all rite Scores of Love and Beauty » Anz naw Mcſſa- 
lins having taſted che diflercnce berweei 2 Vigarous Lover 

| and a Feebvlc King, ciaſping hier yer panting Dt la in her 
Arms, Iſhal inteed be 2p)y naw laid (he, wnli's the S1g's 
alle 


29 


ard Heaven conſpire againſt me , 1 feel at length my Crogon ſit 


faſt upon me, and now any Fate 31 diſengaged frem the weak 


g 


the King my Hurbard, no more foall ghey Tr gun? ever iy Bare 


ren Madeſly , then my dear Davila ſha't make thetr Tick, , and | 


with a Gordion Knot, Fl! te it on their Necks 5 Tam bg my 
gear already with the Fg; and doubt nt a hap) Teſule of or 
underiakings, The Count who a'l this while lay Rviſh'd 
with his V;Rory, was running ever the whole Sertes of her 


Charms, one while he refleQed on her high Quality and I}; | 


Station, and tl.cv her Beauty, Riches, and her Loye, did 
ſo confound his Sences, he could hardly convince himſelf 
his Happineſs was Realz ſomrimes he'd of a ludden grafp 


ferder Thr: ad of pair Lycogenes's Life, my Seul at lengeb will |f 
reach its proper S>here, and I ſhall witq Price |: oh d'wn and | 
ſee my moſt maltcizus Enems s bawing to my Roy ol Fofterityz, no 
more (hall proul A'\\yion rejoje? over the Age arid Weakneſs of ||| 


l 


: 


————— 
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her Hands, Embrace and K1i!s, doubting it was all V:1tony If} (/ 


Dream, and Fercy : Thus in theſe Traniporrs did they 
dzlly our the rime, till rruſty Aſpaſia gave notice et rhe 
Decor, chat L:1c genes was come iuto the Forreſt, and pro- 
bably defign'd tor Sr, Jaques 3 ris news ftrait rouz'd the 
lumbring wanton Lovers, and haſten'd the Counts depar- 
ture : The Count conjures her to bleſs him ſpeedily with 
ſuch another opportunity 3 which with a thouſand Rifles 
ſhe afſures him, ard he rakes his leave 3 he had ncr well 
gor away before Madan Marchioneſs de Toriago came ups 
and findii'g rhc Queen in 4 very Pleatant humoer, thought 
to engage her in ſome diiccurie concerning their aft Cone 
ſulrcations 3 rhe Marchior.e's :<ing a grear Bigor in tlic P 4 
gar Principles, Fail been influenc'd by Father Pe: dro ty fiand 
his Friend privately, tn gaining the Queens Favour upon 
tis junfure, ard by his (ubrle infouatuons had been dev 
luded into her Opinion, chacir would Le much more meri- 


. 


torious tor the Queen inthe caſe before propos'd, to make | 


uſe of the enieavours of a holy Man, and rhat 7 was pron 
belle their buſine(s might betrer ſucceed if the Operarion | 


were begun by a San@ifi'd perſon ; theſeaud the like iuft- | 
G 2 nuations 
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Infinuations had prevail'd with the blind Zealot to afſure | more ti 
the luſtful Prieft of her Aſliſtance and Intereſt , and ac- } ain 
cordingly finding Meſſalins, as is aforeſaid, ina jaunty hu- } more t 


mour, ſhe thought ir now a fir cime ro move the bufinels, *Farher 

So making up to Iefſulina, ſhe ſaid , * Tis not a little } helieve 
© ſatisfaRion ro me, to 1ce your Majeſty ar. this time lo } Queen « 
* pleaſantly diſpos'd ; and as I do believe 1t proceeds from |} fhe mi; 
* ſome conſiderable cauſe, ſo 1 ſhould receive it asa peculiar } tentiou 
© obligation from your Majeſty, if I might be made either a The 
* partaker or an affiſtanc of your Joy Thcuſbalr be both, my | the Ci 
dear Tomazo, reply'd the Queen, and I ſhall giv? the reoſon | often c: 
to tax ny Fuſtice and my Friendſhip, ſhruld I lev thee partici | Deliv'r 
pate only of my Sorr:ws ; Neo, ne, my dear TomaZzo, ſince by making 
thy advice chiefly my ſugtsfoftion came, would be unreaſ-nable her ic \ 
net £0 Jet thee raft the fruit of thy own works , I axe at laſt * to 4'ba 
Tecome that ſubtile Diſputant , Honow ; I bave rgcorcit'd | þ» there 


DE 


o 
thoſe nice points of flaſhy Reputa'ion, and begin to raſt 1he ſl:4 | Forrett 


Pleaſure of Intereſt and Ambition : I ſholl be a Queen now in- $ Count 
deed, my dear Tomazo z the Count, ebe Count TomaZo, will | Pazan | 


e me a Glorious Poweryul Queen : Regozce,rrgoyce TomaZo, | inthe 
and leg the Pagans of Albicn all repyce 3 Mahomet naw will | wither 
favely hear our Prayers , che time will now drag near for ix | and ori! 
deliwzrance : Oh ! that my Touth and Byavey ſhould be thus | Nect(it 
Jong Curſt co trifle with Age,” and State- Imprerncy : Oh! How | hetolil 
F naxſ;«ie iy former Riſolutions, when every jcrupmlo us thought *therar 
of Hojicur loft tne an Age of pleaſure : Forgive my Indi{cretton, Theſe | 
would ſhe crv, when with an «wful Frewn Fde check thy deſenſ1« 
good advice : Hew have I freteed when in thy | rg and 'gr ave ſhrew, 1 
Debetes thou would urge the neceſſity Of ennommmnn_ I thought toward: 
Majefty could live without Support, watnly belieyirg I could carb } Ambit 
the Politition, as the Lover with my Frowns : Forgive me, | "advice 
dear Tomazo, fince at laſt I am reclaim'd. The Copre, my 
Dear, the Count will make us happy. The Marchioneſs, tho Þ} *beari: 
amaz'd at this extraordinary humour of the Queen could } fame 
por however, bur gueſs how affairs ſtood ; and rhough ſhe F *rere 1 
had been yretty well ſarisfred ot rhe Queens Reſoluttons ro F flther 
ſurrender, yer ſhe chovght ſhe would have ſpent a little F FAV gh 
; ' micre F' 


I 


pore time-in Capirulationz however, fince the main defign 
was in all probability antſwer*d, ſhe rhovghe ſhe coulddo no 
more than be ſorry chart che Count had oucleap'd ker Frind 
"Farther Pedr2, and yer upon verrer conſideration the did nor 
believe it impoſſible, it matters between the Corn and the 
Queen «lid nor fpeecily anſwer her expectation, bur that 
ſhe might be able ar laſ} ro make good Father Ped-o's pre- 


tentious. 

The Queens thoughts were all this while taken up with 
the Cee, upon whole Name in ſudden raptures ſhe would 
often call; O! my dear Davilaz my Lif:, my Sul, ny 
Delivirey. my P rotector, would ſhe cry,rill the Marchioneſs 
making, up co her broke oft her Contemplations, by telling 
her ic was [are, * and ask*d her whether ſhe would © go back 
to A'ba Rip ilis ? Ay, any woere, reply'd che Queen, ſo Davila 
þ» there. The King who ail this time was walking in the 
Forreft, had been conſylting and difcourfing with the 
Count of Th inderland ard anocher, abour eſtabliſhing the 
Pazan Intreft in A bion, he was deploring his unhappinels 
in the wanc of an Heir, and fear'd all his Endeavours 
wither one, would prove ineft:aual. Tac wicked Priett 
and orice corrupted Miniſters abouc him, had buzz'd che 
Nec ſfity and che Merit of this fo far, that Good Prize”, 
he roll them, * Hz would be no way wanting tothe fur- 
*therance and propagation of his Religion in his Kingdom. 
Theſe Blood-hounds preſently ſnapr at this Gracious Con- 
deſenſion, and c .mmunicare the ſame ro Myſſalina, The 
fees, who was conſcious how fair a ſtroke ſhe had made 
towards rhe accompliſhment of rheir defires, and ker own 
Anition, told chem, * She would leave all things rothe 
vedvice and will of che King her Hus:and ; that ſhe did 
"nt alrogerher diſpare of che ble fling of the Gods, and of 


*eariog a Son yet to her Dear Lycogeres ; bur thar at the 


Fame time ſhe did verily betjeve, that it che Powers aboye 


"tre not pleaſed ro raiſe unto her a Son of her own to 


"Itheric the Crown of A[b;z?n, ard to revictile re Pagan 


RtVgion there, nevertte! >fs ſh: ccu!d not in Cenfrierce 
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} & think her ſelf diſengaged from her vrmoſt Ende auours tele 
« advance it by ſome other extrayagant means 3 but aff 
« her firſt Hopes were not alrogether as yer in vain, {6 
ſhe could nor decend re particulars as to the orher.ſ* 
The ſubtile Prieſts who ſaw both the Cunning and the Zeal 
of Meſſalinain this anſwer, went away with al/the ſar3sfa&ionf 
imaginable, concluding now they had nothing more to dy 
than to preſcribe a due merhcod for the managem-*nt of x 
ſappoſitions Bireh, in caſe the Quzcn, which che y ex treamly! 
fear'd ſhould fail io her hopes, a+ chevy ſurpos'd £f Lys 
genes. Bur alas / poor Wretches ; thc y ſhor extras agantlyh Wy * 
wide of Meſſalina's thoughts, while the could not chooſef Whia al 
bur laugh,ro think how p!eranrly the (3.44 caj i* ch em;Sheff 6 kno? 
had had roo long an experience cf lie Capaciry (of Lye» lagin; A 
nes her Husband, to hope for the leaſt cncouraze: nent ct 
performace from him ; and ſhe had to0 lately tou nd and 
approvd the difference berween the Cong and the King, to | 
think of leaving her buſi:c{s ucfiniſhed, or repent ing rae fied dot: 
change ſhe had made: No, no, fhe was {© far feem- rel yingy aur wiſl 
on the Weakneſs of her Hes2nd, thar ſhe was nc eon-f ter bluſhi 
rinually employ'd, in contriving Opportunices co 1-2er and} it) dall 
entertain the Coung, and the ſatistaRt:on ſhe had received at td them 
her laſt Conference with I:m, ad (> cnliven'd her hopes «re lanc 
of ananſwerable Succeſs, that among her Confidet vis ſhe ſfearir 
would talk very afſuredly of the Buſineſs, and would mary god, ax 
times be Calculating the hour and rime of her Delive ry, af xi 
if ſhe had known her (elf with Clyld by Inſpiration. Burj) give 
alas theſe were only the fl:ghts of a paſſionate Tea! , fo igthe C 
when her more lucid E'cervals would give her judg geng} @dcr re 
(cope, and free confitteration, {he found ber principle: oe the War 
weak to infer ſo weighty Conc!ufions, and was loath t o lee} Ba (n 
her hopes reſt on ſo weak a four: darion. No'donhr rhe « tant 
had been as obliging ag a Man under thoſe cricumſta nee Wno h 
could be <xpeHcd, ard the veſt cemptations of Honovr: and} eh aff 
Riches, beſides the enjorment of (> beautiful a Lad'? Malin 
Meſſa'ina really was, had wickoti diſpute pur a double Edge ery 1 
on his Vigour and her Lxpcctition , bur norwirhſtanc vng K Ende 


= 
33 
wown mighty Faith, ſhe reiolv'd to have a repeated 
Jamure of his good Works, and accordinly ſends him a 
olil Biller by Aſþaſia to this purpoſe, *Lycogencs deſigns 

«gin theſe two hours to go to Wand will notbe 
*4&& till ro morrow ;; 1 defig? to go up the River, andlie 
"aaight at R 4, my Reritue will be very (mall ; and 
4 s1 may wiſh for Company : Il leave you ro gueſs 
«#0 would be moſt grateful ro 3ſrfalins. The Count re- 
| ves the Summons with Joy ; «nd with all ſpeed and ſe. 
ary prepares for the Aflignarian. | The Queen rook no 
haly but Aſpaſia and the arcomneſs de Tama? wit! her : 
Wihia an hour afcer her Arrival comes the Coun ; the La- 
& know their Dury, and diicreetly retire; Daitga,whoſe 
laging Appetite had, by his fiſt delicious caſt been en- 
eaſed, now gluts himſelf in Meſſaling's Charms, while 
be officious Fancy builds worlds of Pleaſure for her (elf, 
ad vainly flacters her with laiting Satisfaction : Oh! how 
fied dote and rave, and kits, ihen fightd, and in (of Mur- 
gf nurs wiſh, gnd wilh, ard then abruptly ceaſe, and hide 
| her bluſhing amorous Looks In the Conrgs Boſom : Thus did 
J] they dally our the winged hours, till Aſpagia came and 
told them, the Counrels of Sunderland witi: another 1 :dv, 
re lande4, and coming to wait on her Mejcfty 5 Meſla- 
lkufearing they would 1tay all Night, as indeed they de- 
fqn'd, and noc knowing how to beſtow the Count, rheught 
it beſt co go back to A/b4 Regalis that Night, and accord- 
Wy gives order for her Gally with all ſpeed 3 and mect- 
the Counee}s on the Stair head, rold her, She was juſt 
i @ her reruro, an.l giving her her hand, they immediarely 
Water and away : The (ount alſo about an hour 2frer, 
a (ma'!l Gondola and follows, Ar this rare Cid the 
and Meſſa/ins correipond for two or three Months, 
Ino hopeful appeararce yer cf whar they h2@ with 16 
ach afſurance promiied themſelves. The Crurg oven in 
Malina's Judgement, had acquicred himſelf with all che 
( Enery imaginable, and Meſſu/ira hid not been wart fin 
14 WK Endeaygurs c0 brine abour a Eutinets of great line 
ol H 2 | portaoce 
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poftance to-het Intereſt: She grieves, He wonders, it (0 
ſtrange a Diſappointment, they murually encourageing one 


another, they fall ro freſh Endeavours, and love, and wiſh, }, 


and promiſe, bart ſtill in vain : Meſſu/ing had during this 
amorous JunQure, conſidercd both her Pleaſure and Inte- 
reſt, bur finding thatrhe feedino on the one would ſtarve 
che.other, ſhe cold the Count frankly, That ſhe ſaw plain. 
ly her Misforcune, and that ſhe muſt of neceſfity have re. 
courſe ro ſome more immediate Remedy; that as ſhe had 
intruſted him with all her Secrets, ſo ſhe doubred nor of 
his beſt Advice and Concurrence in a Vatrer ſhe ſhould 
propoſe, that ſhe ſhould ſtill retain her good Opinion of 
him, and wholly imputed the Diſappointment ro Defedty 
of her 5 That however ſhe muſt mike the beſt of her AF. 
fairs, and help out by Art what Nature had deny'd : She 
put him in mind of their Conſulr and Reſolution, and thar 
nothing bur a Son and Heir could ſecure her Honour, and 
ſettle the Pagan Intereſt in A/b;m1, ſhe did therefore deſire 
him forthwith to ſummon a Convention of rwo or three 
diſcreet Prieſts, rogether with himſclf, Aſraſia, the Mar. 
chzmeſs, and ſome tew ſtanciz Courtiers, tro propoſe Me- 
chods for the due management of this grand Concern, and 
ro engage Lycogines to conſent to, and further, not only 
this, bur whatſoever clſe they ſhovkl in their Wiſdoms 
think agreeable and neceſſary for rhe Advance of Paganiſm 
and ch= Excirpation of the Chrift;ans throughout Albion, 


The End of the FIRST PART 
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' Second Part. 


OF THE 1186 


IA MO URS1| 
| Meſalina | 


Face Queen of A L BION:.. || 
s WHEREIN 


| The Secret Court Intrigues of- the Four laſt : 
Years Reign are further purſued ; 
: Particularly the 


MPOSTURE:| 


OF THE 


CHIL D. | 
[7 Woman of Quality, a late Confidant of : 
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BOOKSELLER 


TOTHE ll 


be carmot be denied with how much Applauſe 
the Firſt Part of this Hiftory bes been ve- 
eared in the World , according to the merits 
of #, which is in part demonſtrable, from the 
Account moſs Bookſellers give of their being 
daily importun'd for the Second Part, 
and there having been but one Party 
ard againf® it , viz. the Pagans 

of Albion , the Publiſher begs to be ex- 
| eus'd for being ſo Dilatory in Compleating this 
FN, not being able to bring in the Seerets 
4 LEAGUE, rb: Amours of Mi E S- 
q A LIN A nd Polydorus, and other In. 
trignes of the Gothick Court into this Part, 

| on the account the Tran/Ia:or hath lain under 
great Indi[pofition of Body, for near theſe three 
Weeks paſt,and it was not thought adviſable to 
| Li 
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4 The Bookſeller to the Reader, 
interpoſe the ſtile ; far ot her ; but be being now 


on the mending hand, you may expet the 
Third Part, which-Compleats the whole Hi- 
ſtory, with "all the ſpeed imaginable.; anil be 

s it wHll prove in this as it does in Mi- 
ſtreſſes, whoſe put-offs and delays in matters 
of poſſeſſion, does but more whet on the Gal- 
lants Appetites ; ſo that when they have once 
attained to Injoyment, it becomes ſo Raviſhivg, - 
that their Lovers fancy themſelves amply ve- 
warded for all their forbearance and expetta- 
gion, 


— 


The Second P A R T. 


HE Pazans of Albion, had from 

| rhe beginning of the Reign of Ly- 
cozenes With great aſſurance ex- 

pected ſome ha py,and tpeedy overtures for 
their eternal ſcttlement in x Ao Kingdom ; 
Nor had Lycogenes himſelf been wanting 
in his cndcavours to over-rule or deſtroy 
all that pretended to oppoſe, or queſtion 
his proceedings againſt the Foundamental 
Righes of his Chriſtian Subjects,he had al- 
ready remov'd the molt of them from all 
Places of T ruſt,and contrary to the known 
Laws of the Land had introduced Perſons, 
by the ſaid Laws incapable to Serve; he 
had Raisd and kept up an Army compoſ- 
ed of Mercenary's and Forrcigners,not on- 
ly ro Terrify , but upon the firlt happy 
occaſion ro Oppreſs all that ſhould contra- 
dit his Reſolutions; he had for che firſt 
three years of his Reign, carry'd all things 
with ſo high a hand , that che People of 
Albion from the highelt - thelowelt, were 
1s! 
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they did with all humility, ard unexpett-! 
ed alacriry ſubmit and = d to, bnt whien 


that had been by publick A&s of the 


Realm declar'd the lavereratcand Irrecon-f - 


(2) 


in a ſtrange Confuſion to think of the}. 


diſmal conſequences that wonld neceſſari- 
ly flow from ſuch Ay Proceedings: 
and though they had by the tubrile Inſin- 


uations of a Court Party of Divines, been 


.-Poyſon'd with that pernicous poſition of 
- Paſſive Obedience , yet they. could not 


without a great deal of regret behold all 
the fences and incloſures ot their Laws, 
and Libertiy's thrown down and tram- 

led on, and be obliged to hold their 
Lives and Eſtates on fo precarious Terms 
asthe will and diſcretion of an Antichriſt 
an pack'd Councel : what rclated to the 
private ſatisfaCtion of the King's humour 


it was plain that the whole Kingdom was 
Delign'd and Refolv'd a Sacrifice , to the 
Intereſt and Ambition of a few wicked 
Councellours, and a ſmall party of Men, 


cileable Encmies of allChriſtians but chicf- 
: Gu the Albionites, they then began to 
earch intothe meaſures of their ſubmiſſ- 
on, and diligently tocnquire how far they 
were obliged ro pay Obedience to the 
Commands of their Magiſtrates and Goy- 


emours; and realy upon the ſcrutiny they 


LIL 


| En 


(3) 


plainly perceiv'd their own weakneſs, aid 
;- | the Impoſitions of their Enemies , who 


by this ſubtile Dofrine had enſnard them 


to ſet their Hands to and Sign as it were 
their own Deſtruftion , ſeveral of the 
Great and Wiſeſt Men in the Kingdom, 
had been Debating on this- Subje& , 
and all concluded in an acknowledgment 
of their weakneſs in ſo manifeſtly expo- 
ling themſelves and their Country to the 
Capricious Humours,or Tyrannical Prin- 
ciples that very often are found in the 

eateſt Princes, and therefore though 
rom their very Souls they wiſh'dall hap- 
pineſs imaginable to their King and Go- 


-} yernor, yet they thought their duty 


retech'd too far on the Tenter-hooks, 
when by a blind ſubmiſſion: ro irregular 
Commands they were oblig'd to forego 
the natural principles of ſelf preſervation, 


and that by ſecking officiouſly to add to 


their Loyalty they muſt neceſſarily detract 


m their Judgments, Conſcience, and 
Honeſty : Bur Lycogenes, who by a dili- 
ent ſcrutiny, and long experience of the 
_— of the people of Albion, (to 
his great fatisfaftion) knew how effe- 
Qually che Do&rinof Non-reſitance (which 
he and his parry, with great zeal and in- 


duſtry had ated and promoted) hatl 
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wrought on his Chriſtian Subjes,thought - 


he had laid a very ſure foundatiou forthe 
mtroduCtion of thoſe Noveltics and Abu- 
{cs we have {ince had impogd on vs, and 
was by the afſiduous Inſtigations of his 
Pagan Councellors —— upon tO re- 
iolve the toral Extirpation, or at leaſt en- 
flaving of the Chriſtian Hereticks, as he 
call'd them, in his Dominions, and fear- 
ing that all he could do in his own life 
time, would be inſufficient to affire and 
eſtabliſh rhe Pacan Faftion and Intereſt, 
enleſs he could find ſuch a Succeflour as 
ſuoutd confirm and ſtrengthen what he 
ſhoud now begin, upon h 
tions, 1 ſay, he was cafily wrought on to 
conſent to any thing his Counſellors ſhould 
propoſe for the benefit and eſtabliſhment 
of Paganiſm in the ſaid Kingdom.and now 
what more remain'd, thanthar che Prieſts 
conſult and find the moſt conyenient and 
ivecdy means to ſecure their own Intereſts 
tw indulge Meſſelina's Ambition, and to 
looth Lycogenes his Bigotted Zeal : Several 
ways were propos d, and ſometime ſpent 
m Arguments and Debates before they 
could come to a final Reſolution. 
'TheChriſtians of Albion,by ſeveral Adts 
of their General Diets, had their Laws, 
their Liberties,and their Religion ſecur'd to 


|, 


: 


then 
blics 
onec 


thou 


| kffet 


cle Conlidera- * 


A —— 
EF I 
| them, and inall, or moſt of their Afſem- 
t {- blies for one hundred years paſt, they had 
e | oneor etherexpreſs Law againſt Paganiſm, 
Þ though none did ſothroughly difable and 

{ kfſen their intereſt in Alb:on as that com + 
S. ' monly call'dthe Teſts ; and though ſome 
- _ good Chriſtian Diſſenters from the Church of- 


- + Albion, were therein ſeverely included, | | 
| 


> | yet they werechicfly intended for the dif- 
- | couragement and ſuppreſſion of that per- 
* | nicious Sc of /agans in Albim, Lycogenes IH 
| | his privace Counſel therefore propoſed 
\. | the taking away thele Teſts, as a necefiary | | 
| Preliminary forthe introduction of Pagan- | 

, 

| 


} iſm; the Projx& indeed was good, but how lt 
to bring it about, was the difhculry, for be- | 
lidesthat the gencral Diet would hardly be: | 
induc'd roabrogate thoſe very Laws which | 
ſome of them ſo lately had ſtickl'd for and | | 

* promoted, and ſuch Laws whereon their 
own and the Kingdoms ſecurity ſeem'd | 
more immediately to depend (the Pagans 111! 
having in all Reigns been. proved the " 
irreconcikable Encmys and. malicious t| 
dcligners againſt the peace and welfare ' 
of the Chriltians in Alb:on) beltdes, 1ſay, | 
this difficulty, they were obliged FO gam 
the conſent of Prince Anaximandcr and the 
Princeſs Artemiſia, the Preſumptive Hei- 
rels of the Crown, for the Abrogation of 

| the aid Laws, and this indeed was the 


reat. 


—————_— 
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great buſineſs that ſtruck with Lycogenes, 
for as co what concern'd the eleftion of 
luck Members as ſhould ſerve his turn ir 
the-next General Afembly, he bid thenr 
rake no care, for he wasſure he could by 


his1nfluence procure fuch perſons return'd | 


as ikould cfictually anſwer his utmoſt ex- 
pcQaations : Wirth all ſpeed therefore per- 


tous are employ'd to negotiate with the. | 


Prince aad Princels for their conſent a- 
toreſaid, and to lay beforcthem rhe {ince- 
rity of ns Majeſty's Intentions in that mat- 


er, aad thac his Majeſtics great and only. 


2m was for the more gencral accommo- 
dacion of all his. Difſenting Subjes, and 
that'as their Highnefſes could not belicve 
that his Majeſty would »cfolve on any 
thing'to their prejudice, ſo he did not in 
tire leaſt doubt of their Highnefles ready 
concurrence in ſo pious an undertaking z 
but alas poor Lycoge-es and his Penſ1ona- 
ry Countel had far ovcrſhot themlelvyes, 
when they believed fo wife a Prince'as A- 
maximander could beſobarefacedly decoy'd 
ito an aiſent ro a matter ſo neceſſarily 
and plainly prejudicial to his own and his 
Princeſſes intcreſt, as wellasto a Kingdom 
and Pcople, they had reaſon to reſpe& 
and take carcof as their future loying Sub- 
xCts, and preſent hearty Friends, they 
Wcrc not unacquainted with the meaſures 
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+ #, 
Fycogenes had taken from the beginning: 
ef his Reign, ſo dire&ly contrary to the 
Princeſs his Daughters Intereſt, and perni- 
cious and deſtruftive to the Chriſtians, 
and that by pure force he had al- 
ready obtruded ſo many illegal things 


', onhis ſaid Chriſtian Subjes,that he won- 


derxed Lycogenes could -retend to make 
him or his Princeſs inſtruments of their 
further oppreſſion and mitery ; ſuch were 
the Princes rcſentments, and ſuch was the 
reſulr of Lycogenes his endeavours to make 
him and his own Daughter Partiesfor the 
Subverſion of Chriſtianity in Albion; and 
now immediately a grand Gonſful 1s cal- 
led to conlider of Anaximander's reloluti- 
ons, and of ſomc other way ro promote 
the grand concern :Inthe mcan time Meſ- 


| falina had been tormenting her ſelf with 


te Apprchenfions of herutter diſappoint- 
ment; for though ſhe had kept a conſtane 
correſpondence with the Count, ſhe could 
not yet perccive her affairs go on ſo pro- 
ſperouſly as ſhe had promiſed to her ſelf, 
and the loſsof ſo much time, to her Am- 
birion, did very much qualifie the ſartisfa- 
fion ſhe received in her Amour ; howe- 


ver tho ſhe had _ iſed to repair toArt and 


y the preſent defets of Na- 
not reſolve to-abandonthe 
C Loye 


Policy, to ſupp 


tyre, ſhe ceu 
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Love and Service of the Count: Nay,upon' 


mature conſideration, ſhe concluded, that 
the continuation of her Amour with him, 
could not be any way prejudicial to the 
other delign they were now undertaking, 
for ſuppoſing ſhe ſhould really conceive 
any conſiderable time after the feigned 
report of her being with Child, the ab- 
ſurdiry of the report of this could not any 
way be prejudicial to the realtruth of the 
other, the aſſured Birth of a Prince bein 
all that could be expeted or delir'd ; _ 
confequently, any refleftions on the other 
would vanith as a miſtake, which Wo- 
men in ſuch caſes are very often ſubject to. 
The Marchioneſs de Tomazo, would daily 
encourage her belicf of Reading, and 
romiſed her aſſiſtance, by imparting to 
er a Secret to help Conception; the 
Queen was wonderfully pleagd, even with 
the Flattcry of the old Matron ; bur for 
fear of the worſt, was reſolv'd to have 
the other Projett ſpeedily fer ou foot, the 
went to the King's Apartmentimmediate- 
ly to hear what they had reſolv'd on, and 
how was agreed iv be manag'd, where 
ſhe found the truſty Cabal in hot and cloſe 
debate:She had order'd Aſpaſta,the Marchie- 
neſs de Tomazo, & Father Pedrotobethere,& 
Lycegenes had introduc'd the Count 8 Poli: 


archetes 
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*your intereſt ; nor « 
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erchetes the Chief Commiſſioner of his Courr 
of Conſcience, having exreriencd hisFidelity in 
matters of the greateſt importance, and had 
raisd him to that high Cecion meerly tobe 
an inſtrument in his future undertakzngs. 
Lycogenes upon the Arrival of the Queen 
aroſe, requiring the Company not to ſc- 
parate till they had wholly concluded on 
the means and manner of new modeling 
and ſetling the Kingdom of Alton, the 
9een hkewile as ſoon as ſhe had ſeated 
her ſelf commanded them to give her an 
account of rheir Proccedings. Polorchetes 
the Chanecllor then riling and making a 
_ reverence to the 2yeen, deliverd 
us Opinton thus : © It is not unknown, 
mighty Soveraiznghow zealous I have been 
inbringing about and promoting whatſo- 
ever might be on adyantageous to 
0 Inow prelume to 
*recount mvServices for any other purpoſe 
"than ro nnifelt my gratitude and wil- 
*lingneſs to engage again and again for c- 
*ver on any Aion and delign your Maje- 
* ſties,or this Honouravle Board,ſhall think 
- Meet to preſcribe; I know the wiſdomof 
: this Noble Company,cannot be wanting 
to appoint ſuchRules as ſhall for ever ſec- 
cure the Pagan intereſt in Albion,and ſa- 
*risfic your Majeſiies urmoſt Expectation ; 
ws 


c 
c 
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© rotwithſtanding ſince the nature of my 
* Employments, and ſome years ſtrit en- 
: =y ito the ways and Inclinations of 
© the people of Albion, may with reaſon 
© haverender'd me capable of judging of the 
© moſt ſecure,and convenient ways to deal 
© with them. I ſhallnot be thought vain if I 
* preſume freely,to deliver my opinion in 
© this Matter. The Albionites where they 
© have received Graces or Favours from 
© their Princes, are like the wanton Aſs in 
© the Fable, ready to leap on their Maſter, 
*and by zhe incouragement of two or three 
* benefits,they . approach him with 
© their ill naturd rally, and conſtantly 
* peſter him with their rude Importumtics, 
© but when too much Indulgence has ren- 
*dred them Inſupportable, do but ſhow 
© them the Rod, and like Children they 
ſhrink, and with paticnce ſubmit to the 
© Juſtice of your Correction; You remem- 
©ber their Inſolence in Perkin's Rebellion, 
*when with unbounded Blaſphemy they 
* would threaten the Safery and Honour of 
© our Royal Maſter, and yet the Sword of 
© Juſtice was no ſooner unſheath'd againſt 
them, but with horror they fly, and call 
y uy 

© evento the Mountains to cover them,you 
© have heard with what paticace they ſub- 
= mitzed to their Tryals, and reproached 

even 
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< eyenmy Sentence with their Baſe Servile 


© Sufferings, my advice therefore is to fol- 
© low the example of the Great Polydorus 
Froget an Army of Pagans from Iberia a 

* Gothland,and {o ro Dragoon them inro a 
* civil compliance, Oh ! that every year 
*would produce a Weſtern Expedition , 
'Tde ſoon rid the Kingdom of all our An- 
* ragoniſt's, and make every Circuit more 
*Tecrrible than an Inquiſition,we have too 
* long nurſed them with the Milk of our 
*Aﬀc&ion,and like the profligate Iſraelites 
*they grumble at their Manna, Albion has 
*$urteuced on Eaſe and Proſperity,and the 
*Feavour can't abate but by leting of Blood, 
*let us :make a full Harveſt of theſe Hot- 
* headed Chriſtians ( as they boaſt them- 
* ſelves) and at once root out theſe obſti- 
* nate Diſturbers of our Peacc: The Queen 
*who was naturally of a malicious ſullen 


*Temper,and who was not ignorant how 


*ſtubborn and averſe the Albonites were to 
- her Intereſt, had heard Poliorchetes ſpeak 
: with a bundance of farisfaCtion,bur bei 
willing to hear what the reſt woul 
_—_ giving thanks to the Chancel- 
our ſhe expected with impatience their 
*Thoughts and Opinions. W hen Pedroriſ- 
* ing up, ſaid he could not but Applaud 


*the Zcal and Opinion of Poliorchetes 
< and 
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© 2nd wiſh'd that his deſign could be as caſt- | 


© ly executed as proposd,that his averſion 
©and malice to the Chriſtians of Albion had 


© inſpir'd him with ſuch defiresof Revenge, | 


©that with Nero he wiſh'd they had all but 
© one Neck,and that he among his Frater- 


© nity,did not doubt to find thouſands that 


© would ſtrive to be their Executioner, but | 


© that to his ſorrow he fear d the Chancel- 


*lours projet, however well defign'd,would Þ 
©not be feaſible, for be{ides the Alarm that F 


*Forrcign Auxiliaries would raiſe through- 


* out the Kingdom,the natural antipathy, | 


*that the Albzonites had both to the Gaul 
© and Jberians was ſuch, that they woul 
© incontinently riſe to Repel and Deſtroy 
©rhem,and thart if thoſe Forreigners ſhould 
© fail in their Artempt,the reproach of the 
* deſign would be wholly thrown on” Lyce- 


© genes and his Court, and that it would F 


* beget ſo implacable a malice inthe Heart 
© of the Albionites( who were moſtfof them 
* Chriſtians) chat he might juſtly feax a 
*general revolt, and thereby the total 'ru- 
*1ne of the Pagan Intereſt in Albion for c- 
© yer, his opinion therefore was, that rhey 
© ſhould rather cnſnare and delude them 

*and fo at advantage cut them off an 

© deſtroy them, tis known ſaid he how 
*wondcrfully our fraternity haye promaey 
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Fthe Mahometan Intereſt by their ſubtile and 


F ſecret Plots and ——_—_— have not 
Fe by fomentingand railing Diviſions be- 
'ween the Regular and Diflenting Chriſt:- 
Fans in Albion more weakened the itrengrh ' 
'of the pretended Reformado's than ever 
F Polydorus by his Dragoons or Contriburti- 
f ons ? Albion (with ſubmiſſion to the Chan- 
Fcellor) is not by publick Hoſtility to be 
Fforcd, tacy are valiant in their Natures, 
#and ſtubborn in their Principles, and 
Frhough the hopefill Doctrine of Paſre 
F Obedrence and ſweet Non-reſiſtence has been 
F uſeful unto us, and lulPd them for a while, 
'yet it may be dangerous ro raiſe thoſe 
*[eexing Lions within them, leſt we too 
*ate repent our over-fond Credulity, and ia 
"our ſorrow feel the effets of their reſent- 
F ments ; ſer your Policies on work if you 
Fwilh to prevail, and if you muſt ſtrike, let 
it be in the dark; we all of us know we arc 
flick, and out of order, bur few of us con- 
Flier the root and cauſe of our diſtemper, 
fall difinterefſed perſons would think ar 
{firſt view, that we were now in a hopeful 
! way of thriving, we havea King notonly 
aPazan and our Friend, but zealous and 
*relolv'd to go through with his work ; bur 
falas is reſolution ſufficienc without means? 


© 


+ Tistrue, by his power he can ſecure us for 
| TD > 
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<4 while, but what will c:4gaglipnifie toa 
© laſting farisfaftion ? How do'vur Enemies 
© waitand gape for hisdeath ? And withthe 
* hopes of revenge after his diſſolution th 

© patiently ſubnur to their pretent Impolin- 
© ons; we know the main Pillars whereon 
© they all lean, Anaximander and Artemiſia 
* are their delight and their hope, the Prin- 
© cels Philadelphia waits too in reveriion,and 
© trom theſe three do ſpring all our fears and 
© misfortunes, and I and my Brethren bear 
©che Title of our great Prophet, and ſuffer 
* his Cauſe to be thaken by the weak inter- 
* ceſton of three ſingle Lives, Oh Holy Loy 
* ola, our firſt Holy Patron and Founder 
* how would thy .mighty Spirir fret and 
© and grieve within thee, {hould(ſt thou fer 


* rhe degenerate baſeneſs of thy unworthy 
* Followers? Where are the Records of allþ 
& our Glorious Heros that have trod onthe} 


© Necks of Emperors, and pierc'd the Heans 
© of Kings, to propagate and vindicate our 
* Holy Religion, cau we forger Borgia, Cle 
« ment, Revilliac and otaers, who have free- 
*ly Sacrificd rhemſelves for their Religion, 


* and for reaſons leſs conſiderable than ours, 


* and can we tamely remit all our preſent 
« Advantages, and be bafled of our futwe 
« bupes, by the weak puny oppoſition, of 


*three petty pretenders? NI, no, continird]: 


—— 
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he, lerus lay hold on the preſent opportu- 
nity, andat once finiſh our long wilh'd for 
deliverance : "Theſe three muſt fall a Sa- 
crifice to our Prophet, and from the re- 
moval of that cauſe will-all our other Ap- 
prehenſions ceaſe. 

Father Pedro had always bore ſuch re- 
puration with Lycogenes and Meſalinathat 


they look'd on his Counſels tle inferiour 


to Oracles, and though the execution of 
them had always prov'd prejudiciat, 
_ y their grear violence, to the Pagan 
Incerelt, yet they could not but value the 
lincerity of his meaning, and always ap- 


| _ his wiſe apprehenſons,they knew 


propoſals in this Zealous Oration were 
vety conſonant to reaſon, and agreeable 
to their true intereſt, but knowing, that 
the Eyes of all Europe were upon theſe 
three Princes, and that the leaſt baſeneſs 


= and impoſition upon.them woul 1 engage 


all Chriſtendom in their quarrel, they could 
not ſo readily conclude,or reſolve upon any 
Violence againſt rheir perſons ; beſides, Pe- 
dro ina ſmall Apology afterwards in{ina- 
ted ro the Company, the inconvenience of 

ing the King know any thing of this 
ſhould all agree 
upon it. For (faid he) though I know L»- 
copencs's Zeal would make him overlook a 
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thouſand c iffculties, yet nature and conſcience 
could not with any decency or reaſon be Jupogd 
capable of being fo wholly obliterated as to con- 
fent to any barbarity upon th? perſons of his 
own children ; but again, what may provea 
fufficient ground of ſcruple in him, may at the 

me time leave us free and difintereſſed from 
every thing and perfon that lands in oppoſition 
te. our deſigns. T he Company however 
upon the Conſiderations aforeſaid were 
very unwilling to engage in Pedro's Reſo- 
hitions or Propoſals, and incontinently 
delird the Marchioneſs de Tomazo, to give 
her opinion of this grand Afﬀair. The 
Marchioneſs who had been a Woman of 
Amour moſt of her time, and whonow, 
though Age had ungenerouſly depri-'d her 
of th: jower to pleaſe, was very fond and 
Ambitious of being choughr a Woman of 
Intrigue, had heard the violent Counſels, 
and Propoſals of the Chancellor and Father 
Pedro with a great deal of impatience and 
Nfrleaſure, ſhe could nor digeſt thofe rough 
and hard terms of cutting of 'Throats, 
Poyſoning, or Afſaſſinarions, ſhe had been 
always usd to Amorous Sighs, Billet deux, 
and Afſſignations; therefore riſing and ma- 
king her Compliment ro Meſalina, and 
giving a hard look on Polzorchetes _— 

b5 
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ſhe chus began :  *Zis not without the 
greateſt regret imaginable, that 1 find my 
n- | felf oblized to contradict perfons whoje known 
bis | wnſdlom and experience in the world may with 
7 | Fraſon claim ar entire ſubmiſſton of judgment” 
he | from me, and though the command and ſervice 
m | & ber Majeſty, may ſufficiently apologize for 
m | the freedom and liberty of my opinion, yet-1 
doubt not from the nature. of the buſineſs im 

hand to prove that what both theſe honourable 

_ have delivered as their opinions, if fol- 

wed, will be inconſiſtent with the ſafety of 
ber Majeſty, prejudicial- to the Pagan 'inte- 

reſt in Albſon: for ever,and extreamly difficult, 

if not impoſſuble to be brought about , nor do. 7 
, | need to ſay much to diſſwade this Honeurable 

r | Company from the following their propoſals. 

| | faxce Farher Pedro: has alrealy evined and 

f þ made clear the fallacy of the Chancellor®s pro- 
) 

| 


"x2, and the reſt of th? Company have ſuffict- 
you ſhenfd ther diſlike of Fake, Pa 1 
f ful now therefore proceed to grue my opinion, 
and if 7 ſhall bave the good fortune to convince 
your reaſons, and draw you into a concurrence, 
you will then'be. ſo juſt to believe that the free» 
|| do of my cenfure proceeds from other cauſes 
* than that of meer contradiction ; we all agree 
| — main yl that fone courſe —_— 14> 
* ex for re-eſtabliſhing and ſecuring the Pagats 
Increſt in Albion, ſo a3 that it ſhould nat 
"IE ' am feem 
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Fem entirely to d:fend on the uncertain. life if 
the King, and though the opinion of my ſelf 
and the Count Davila, who doubtleſs recerx; 


all bis meaſures from the Conclave, and fran \ 


Boanerges the High-prieſt, have been by theſe 
two Gentlemen oppoſed, at leaſt negletted, yet 
T have not bzen jo apprehenſrve as to hear any 
new thing propoſed, as zs capable of making 


me or the Count recede from our former reſoln- 


tions, 1 am ſure if it take ©1zs the only effettudl '| 


way to prejerue us entire; IT am as ſure *tis.4s 
eaſte, as in a matter of that importance can'be 
-wiſh*d, it may. be brought about with ſo little 
diſcompoſure of the publick-peace, that it. ſhall 
rather gain the general. applauſe of the King- 
dom, will not the attaining our deſires anſwer 
all expeftations? what neceſſity of cutting theſe 
Throats which with abundance of eaſe we can 
make imſtrumental nnd accefſary to our eſtgns, 
the Japgoſon of an Her Male quaſhes all & 
ther pretenders in a moment; and ſurely Albion 
zs not ſo barren or ill natur*d as to deny Ly- 
cogenes a Son. No,.no, (replys Poliorchetes, 
inerrupting the Marchwneſs) we bave daily 
mo of the fruitfulne(s of the Women'of 
Albion, bur yet we cannot apprehend how Ly- 

es can expett ta reap where he has mot 
bad the tower, or the will to ſow : The will mn- 


deed (taid  Aſpaſia lighing) 4 _ bo | 
i To the jorrow 4.6 


Majeſty can vouch for, 
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(19) 
confuſion of us all, he wants the power : Let 
ws then (continued the Marchiozeſs) no lon- 


| go deplore, but endeavour to ſupply thoſe un- 


| Mere have 


_ - - T WY x Fwy 


tunate defetts of the King our Maſter, con- 
fider on what nice points our Honour and Inte- 
reſt depend, time will not ſtay for vain and 
fruitleſs wiſhes, an if we ſlip ſo fair an oppor- 
tunity, we ſhall ſeem to deſpiſe providence 
ruine our intereſt for ever,and fall reproach 
of our Enemies, and unpitied by all the Pa- 
ns throughout the World. Polyorchetes had 
heard. thele laſt words with wonderful 
ſurprife, for his thoughts having run 
wholly on the excitpation-of the Chriſtians 
by Fire and Sword, he had not ſo much 
as dreamid of any poſhbility of milder 
means, and now. gueſſing at what the 
Marchioneſs had infinyated, he was ex:- 
treamaly rick!'d with the projet, and de- 
fired the Marchioneſs, That 1ince ſhe had 
proposd ſomething extraordinary, ſhe 
would be plcasd to explain her ſelf, ſo as 
that they might endeayour to ſolve.an 
difficulties that - might ariſe upon a ric 
examination of the delign : The difficulty*s 
(reply*d the Marchicneſs) ors fo ſmall, -in 
compariſon of that neg we ſhall reap,that 
among #5 they will not admit of a diſpute, be+ 
hed a preſident of what, 7 propoſe, 
pich though it mi = in the main, . yet it 
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45 102" for want of power, but will of one 
Partys concerned to bring i about ; That an 
Heir #5 abſolutely. neceſſary to confirm aud fet- 
tle our otherwiſe fading hopes we all agree; aud 
Thall not we Jjubmit to xeceſſity, and endeaour 
to reſtore by art what enmous nature, or of 
fortune have ruin'd or withheld? It mult be fo, 
(teply*d Mefſalina)- it muſt be ſo, and there 
7s #0 other to uphold my tottering Crown : It 
miſt 'be fo, and yet my boding Soul foretells it 
wort Jucceed; theſe ſaucy Albionites, will till 
be proving { andrvery- ſtep 1 make will have re- 
tiatks. Repyce, Dread Soveraign, ( eye 
Palyorcheres) (who had already taken chat 
hint) the Marchioneſs h.ts in oe word fini- 
hed wharthe united frength of my dull brain 
could ne*re attempt, but now the game ts uf, 
Fll top the i out om it w_ mn 
nf eetren, 1 ur Majeſty(re> 
Poe) deſpair at all of due ſuccefs? Does 
your WI Wy wart power, or friends, or oppors 
tunity tv att what a Predetefſor and Nameſake 
with -ſo much diſadvuntage had effefted if 
Philippo had prov*d but half ſo generous as 
8s the-brave Lycogenes: Can you doubt the |) 

fuceeſs of. any Enterpriſe when you have ſo paiy* 


erful affiſtence even from-your Enemies? Could | 
ſhe carry on a defſegn of the ſame nature even #® | 


the brink of performance, ſo as ih amuſe, 


th eonuince all orders of the Kingdom of the [ 
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redity of it ? And can you doubt at Laſt of fail- 
ing? She had a ſharp-fighted Parliament, near 


| fore bundred -f the wiſeſt in the Kingdom to 


combat 'with, who were ſtrift in their obſer- 
wace, ſuſpicious of her dealing, and reſolute 
tzainſt any impoſition ; ſhe had the Nobicity on 
me hand, the King her Husband of the other ; 
mad yet ſhe baffled all but that narrow-heart-d 
Prince, who like the Dog in the Manger could 
wither eat the Hay himſelf, nor would ſuffer 
the Horſes; he ha ſeen himſelf incapable of re- 
tlabliſhing thePagan intereſt by the aſſurance of 
mn Heir, and was ſo covetons and mean as to 
binder the propazation of it by another, whereas 
your Majeſty ſtands on ſure grounds, you have 
i ſlrong party mn the Court of wiſe and able mes 
to adenſe you, you have a potent Army ready to 
prote&f and defend you, but above all you have 
« Husban4 and a King to aſſiſt, and further 
you; who dares even ſufpett 501? who would 
preſume to pr ove you ? By. your word, you create 
vas Heir, an{ your command ſettles the King- 
{dom for ever. Thus Pedro ſpoke, and a 
Jvcral applauſe run ou the whole 

any, there remain*d only Aſpaſia 


pand Opinions, an 


| 

and the Queen to give their Sentiments 
k Afpaſia declaring in 

'bort, that Father Pedro had wholly ſatis- 

ed her thoughts and deſires in this jun- 

ure, and that ſhe wholly ſubmirred - 
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the jzadgment of the Queen. Meſhalmu 
raiſing her ſelf, briefly gave her reſolution 
thus: Nothing:can give ' us greater encau- 
ragement and aſſurance of ſucceſs; than the 
z:el and fidelity of you our beloved Counſellors, 
| .an: ſince our buſmeſs preſſeth for a ſpeedy Con 
[111 cluſuon, T ſhall need ſay ns more, than that ] 
ml do, ani ſhall aſſent to what the Majority of 


| Aſpaita, and Pedro have laid down \, there 
jt remains therefore no more but that you mme- 
Wh ately conſult ' of the manner an1 method of 
| | bring:ng it on,and from time to time to commu- 
11 aicate your advice to us; Þ[ adviſe and think 
1/81 fu that Boancrges the High Prieſt out md 
il Haly Kinſman, bave timely notice of your pro 
Wil ceedings, . as alſo Polydorus cur Royal Friend 
l and Ally, thatthey may take care to order Af 
lt fairs in  Forreign Parts, ſo as that we may 
bave the unterſal affiltance of all our Friznds 
to ay a Projett fo bighly a4vantage0us4y! 

all their Intereſts. C 
_ This gracious Speech and Condeſcetts 
tion was received with unſpcakable joy by 
the Counſel, and Father Pedro ſtepping 
to the Door, gave -orders for private 
ii Thankſgiving throughour all che' Myſques 
Wi in Albion, as alſo for Proceſſions | 
i and orher expreſſions of joy z and having 
#gain ſcared Day immedi 
2 
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you, Viz. the Marchioneſs de I omazn, |y 


| (23) 
all cloſe to the point. The firſt buſmeſs 


- they tcfolve on is, That being five in 


mmber, viz. the Count, Pedro, Polyor- 
detes;rhe Chancellor, the Marchwneſs de Toma- 
,and Af ajiathey ſeverally have feveral 
ployments and Officcs aſſigned them, 
for rhe more cffectual and ſpecdy accom-- 
piſhment of their buſineſs. 'T he Count 
vho by his Office and Intereſt with. Boa- 
wrees, could claim a Domination. over 
the P:an Prieſts, was to ſurnmon a Con- 
wation, and ro give them inf{truftions 
tow to difpcrſe the News of her Con- 
eption, and to infinuate, as if by Divine 
Iafptracion chey knew 1t would” be a. 
Prince, as alfo ro quaſh any ObjeCtions 
or Doubrs concerning it, and ro make re- 
matks of the perſons : Father Pedro was 
wbe made one of the Privy-Council,and 
& he-was one of the chicf Contrivers at 
>, © now ke was to nliven and con- 
Imrthe of the. Queens Cn_ 
# the publick Boatd; and to repreſent it 
wit the ſeeming Candour imagina- 
= "= war ro Agee a Diſputes and 
s char might happily ariſe upon it, 

and. ro make ions? ohe Board, to 


five ſich order. concerning her Majeſty 


andrhe Child; as fhould gain'a General 
£ 


(24) 
Approbation and belicf throughout the 
Kingdom, and though there aroſe a Con- 
eroverlic whether 1t were not fitter for 
ſome other Pagan Lords of Albion to e- 
ſpouſe this part, yet they ſoon concluded 
on the ability of Pedro, who was better 
qualify*d ro repreſent it in handſom Co- 
lours, and conſequently would go down 
the glibber, and paſs ſecure with the peo- 
le, ſecing they had ſo good Vouchers as 
Ivy-Councellors: The Chancelbr being 

a Man of an hardned Conſtitution, was 
appointcd to wait with diligence againſt 
the time of the pretended Birth, and by a 
ſitive Aﬀeveration, if any ſuſpicion 
ould ariſe (as in all Cheats probably 
may happen) he was ro maintain the 
Rem in Re, which fromſo grave a perſon 
as the chief Judge of Conlcience, would 
ſurely be beliey©d, and as readily afſented 
to, as the words of an Oracle : Aſpaſta be- 


mg concern*d ſo near Meſſalina as Lady of 


the Bed-Chamber, 4c. She was to Careds | 


the Ladys with the joyful News of the 
Queens Conception, and from time to 


time inſinuate paſſages belonging to | 
Child-bearing, to give an account of 


the growth of the Burthen, and to 
make che thing feaſible ſhe was to carry, 
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on a fuſpicion or fear of a Miſcarriage, 
and it being once granted that ſhe cou'd 
poſſibly Miſcarry, included the belief thar 
the was really Teeming : And now there 
was none but the Marchioneſs remaining, 
who being a Woman, as is before faid, of 
a quick Judgment in Intrigues, and who 
knew well how to manage an Impoſtnre 
of that nature, it was laid upon her wnh 
Secrecy and Aſſurance to procure two or 
three young wholſome Women whoſe 
time of Delivery ſhould critically agree 
with the Queer's time allotted and fer 
down by this Councel; the Marchione 
was not diſſatisfied with the Task, though 
fhe could not but be ſenſible it requir'd 
depth of Judgment, a great deal of diſ- 
creer Erquiry, and contmual Care to 
manage them to a Hairs breadth, leſt any 
wlucky accident might ſpoil the whole 
Intregue, bur upon a little conſideration 
ſhe remembred ſhe had heard an Inkling 


of a young Kinſwoman of her own, 


tow that through weakneſs ſhe had been 
| torc'd to ſurrender her Virginity co the Aſ- 
| faults of a young Spark, who had ſince 
forſaken her, and had withal left her a 
fure pledg of his Love ard Vigour, 
that being fo well encouraged ar firſt ſh: 
"od ſubmits to the Commands of the 
F Board, 
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Board, and engages upon Honour to an- 
ſiwver their Expectation ; and now the ge. 
nerals being concluded on and appointed, 
they diſperſe, and forthwith apply them- 
ſelves to their ſeveral Employments, and 
as a Prologue to their intended Villany, 


. they give out, among their own Party, at 


leaſt, the neceſlity of Unity in their 
Pray ers to their Saints and the Deity, to 
ſend their Majeſty's an Heir to ſucceed 
him in his Throne and Dominions, and to 
ſettle their Holy Religion in this Heretical 
Land, they cauſe Proceſlions and Pilgri- 
mages, Oiterings and Supplications, to be 
made , firſt to the great Saint at Loyetto, 
then co St. Winifred ; and they cauſe Meſ- 
{alina to repair to ſeveral Waters that are 
famous Antidotes againſt Barrenneſs, tho 
at the ſame time they did not conſider that 
the People look'd upon it very awkard 
and ſtrange, that the Queen had never 
found out this way of preparing for Child: 
bearing before ; but ſuch are the practices 
of the Pagan Religion, that the greateſt 


Villanies and Rogueries they intend to I 


commit are ſtill preceded and uſher'd in 
with great appearances of Sanctity ; and 
now all things being in a readineſs; the 
Queen declares her felf publickly to be 
with Child, and Orders were given for 


wh gr” _ 


publick. | 
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publick Thankſgiving throughout the Iſles, 
and in other Forreign parts ; Rejoycings 
and Feaſtings were made by the Kings 
Reſidents and Ambaſſadors; eſpecially in 
Rome and Gaule; as if it were not enough 
to impoſe ſo great a Villiany on the whole 
Kingdom, without enforcing them to pre- 
raricate with the Deity in their Prayers, and 
to make Petitions for that which really was 
not ; but notwithſtanding all the Contri- 
yance and Advice to carry onthis Intrigne, 
the People, eſpecially the Chriſtian Nobles 
and Gentry of Albion were mightily ſur- 
priſed with ſo improbable an Accident ; & 
though by reaſon of an Indiſpoſition, which 
Meſſalina for ſome while before lay under, 
the Kings weakneſs and other circumſtan. 
ces, they could not readily free them- 
ſelves from a ſuſpicion of Treachery, yer 
they reſolv'd to bear themſelves with all 
moderation, and to have a diligent Eve 
upon Meſſalina and all about her, the | it 
real occaſion of diſlike was, that the Queen 
did not treat the Chriſtian Ladies of A!pon, 


eſpecially the Princeſs Pb:ladeipha, with 


that freedom as the joy and pride of (© 
great a happineſs, if real, would naturally 
have prompted her to ; for ſhe would re- 
ſent it highly if ſhe could but obſerve any 
of the Chriſtians making the teaſt obferva- 
: F 2 tons 
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tions of her Breaſts, Belly, her Look, of 
any other Symptome, by which Women 
m that Condition are ealily diſtinguiſhed; 
another great reaſon was, that ſhe ſeem'd | 
to ſlight the Pretenſions of the Princek 
Ar:emiſia , {o as there was not the leaſt 
intimation given her to be at the Queens 
Labour till within a very few days before 
ſhe was Deliver'd ; beſides, the Confidence 
of the Pagan Party did ſtrangely ſtartle the 
People, when like Oracles they wauld 
zfirm that of neceſſity it muſt be a Prince 
1:tel> and many other material circum- 
ſtances made th2 Albjonites talk broadly 
of the bufineſ#;_ nor were Lycopenes and 
'Ae{ſalins ignorant of their S2ntiments ; 
towever having the Power abſolutely in 
their hands, they were reſolved to cut 
that knot which they found impoſlible to 


untie, and ſince they had thus far advan ] 


ced in a buſineſs of that importance, they 
reſolv'd to go through and bring it about, 
though with a thonſand abſurdities and in- 
coherences; for beſides the alteration of 
her Reckoning, which proceeded partly 
from a fear of diſappointment if the Wo- 
man that came firit ſhould have brought 
forth a Girl,but chiefly toamuſe the Nobi- 


dom , who would doubtleſs have 


lity and Gentry of the Court and King 
it 
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bufineſs in behalf of the 


ie their 
Princeſs .Artemiſis and the Kingdom, to 


attend and watch that all things 


1 might have beencarryed fairly and above: 


board ; I ſay, beſides the alteration of her 
reckoning ſhe would give out upon every 
turn ditterent places of her pretended 
lying-in, ſomerimes ſhe would give orders 
for R—— 42, at other times ſhe would 
remove her fancy to H—— Court, but in 
reality St. Faques was the place refoly'd 
on, for Albs Regal's the whole party dif- 
allow'd, becauſe by reaſon of the multitude 
and concourſe of People that conſtantly at- 
tend there,ſhe could not poſſibly have been 
ſo privately Deliver'd as the Intrigue did 
neceſſarily require ; beſides, there was no 
conveniency for the Child to be brought 
through the Galleries or Lodgings, but in 


- the Palace of St. Faques, there was a Se: 


raglio and a Moſque oyong with abun: 
dance of winding by dark Chambers, 
ſecret Paſſages, Trap-doors and dark 
Corners, where not only one or two of 
the Women were with great ſecurity and 
ſecrecy kept till the time of their delivery, 
but where the Queen might have the Child 
foiſted into her Bed reaking and hot from 
the Womb, but in the hear of all this in- 
trigue and deſign Lycogenes was — 

& y 
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ly put in mind that by the Laws of Albion 
the preſence of one or more of the Chriſti. 
an Prelates was to be at the Birth ofeyery 
Royal Infant indiſpenſably required ; to 
reſolve this difficulty a Council is immedi. 
ately call'd, and after ſundry debates it is 
concluded, that ſome way or other muſt 
be found tobring all or moſt of the diſſent. 
ing part into a premunire, and fo by ag: 
gravation either toendanger their lives, or 
at leaſt to clap them up and ſecure them 
till the Queens Delivery ; accordingly a 
flaw was immediatly found and 
the. Prelates forthwith confin'd : and 
now nothing bur the preſence of the Prin- 
ceſs Philadeipba was fear'd, but what can- 
not the craft of the wicked Jebuſites bring 
about ? that Princefs had unfortunately 
complain'd of ſome ſinall indiſpoſition, 
when the Queen immediately takes the 
hint, and by the means of Pedro and ſome 
other Malecontents, ſhe prevails with her 
Phyſician to perſwade her to take a Jour- 
ney to the Waters of Bayz, though the 
Operation of thoſe Waters was manifeſt. 
ly known to be contrary to the Princeſs's 
Diſtemper, they being looſening, and the 
wanting Reftringents ; but her abſence 
was abſolutely necellary, and therefore 
by any means to be obtain'd; the Princefs 
accord- 
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xcording to their wiſhes leaves the Court, and 
they were reſolv'd to do their bufineſs before her 
return ; and now all things to appearance ſeern'd 
to fayour the deſign, the time preſcrib'd drew 
near, their greateſt Adverſaries were remov'd, the 
Courr Party, and Pagan Prietts, with daily Sto- 
ries and Shams were amuſing and taking off the 
attention of the Chritlians ; all things ſeem'd 
(mooth, - and the Critical Minute was at hand, 
when news was brought to Mefſalrna, that one 
of the Women was in Labour, immediately the 
Queen takes her Chair, and haſtes over to St: 
Jaquer, but before ſhe had well aſcended -the 
Stairs, ſhe was told, that Woman had brought 
forth a Girl, with which being for the preſent 
confounded, ſhe deſcends, leaving before ſach 
Orders as were neceflary ; the other Women ex- 
pecting their Times Daily and Hourly ; and in- 
deed ere three Days were over ſhe receiving ano- 
ther Summons, repair forthwith to St. Jaques, 
ſhe ſtays there all Night with long expectation of 
Suceeſs, early the next Morning ſhe receives the 
glad Tidings that a Man Child was Born, which 
with all ſpeed was convey'd to the Dormitory ad- 
joining to her Bed-Chamber, in the ſame reeking 
Circumitances it was Born in, and having before 
taken care for the conducting of it to the Queens 
Bed, the Alarm is given at Albs Regals, that the 
Queen was in Labuu: ; Lycogencs tad that Morn. 
ing roſe ſomething earlier than ordinary, and had 
croft over to his own fide on purpoſe to draw off 
the Men with him, an4 —_ to favonr the 
Cheat, by leaving as few av poflible about the 
Queens Apartment ; in the mean time Madamoi- 
zell de FY-----5 having before given the Infant a 
{mall Opiate to hinder its Crying for the preſent 


— 


lays it gently in a large Warming-Pan made on 
G 2 f<rpoſe, 
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purpoſe, and lin'd wirh velvet for the more com- 
modions and eafie carriage, and the Queen rifing 
under pretence of giving liberty for warming the 
Bed Madomciielle uniades her veſſel and leaves the * 
Infant in the place appointed; the Queen {trait re» 
turning to Bed the Room immediately fills, tho 
none were ſummon'd but ſuch as Lycogenes thought 


"were atraid to make a doubt or a (crutiny into the * 


ruth of it, or thoſe whom Lycogenes had already 
prepar'd to ſwallow and favour the impoſition; 
and now the pretended Prince being Born the 
Pagans of Albion begin their Jubilee, Latroon Go. 
yernor of Iberia begins to double the Perſecution 
of the Chriftians there, Pohdorus by a ſtrict Allis 
anceand LEAGUE with Lyzogenes, thinks of 
nothing but an Univerſal Monarchy , L ycogencs 
doubles the Oppreſſions of his Chriftian Subjects, 
Meſſalina boaſts of the downfall of Herefie, and a 
perpetual Regency, during her Lite : The poor 
Chrittians, eſpeciallysthe Aib:ewtes, though ſome 
thing apprehenfive of the Conſequences of this 
Intrigue, were yet by their conſtant Remarques of 
all Tranſactions fince the Report of atnd'; 
Conception ſufficiently ſatisfied of the fallacy and 
cheat, and reſolv'd on meafures which they doubt- 
ed not would in a little time unravel the whole 
Myſtery. 
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Third Part 


Ort 1HE 


Meſlalina. 


WHEREIN, 


The Secret Intrigues of the Four laſt Years 


Reign are Compleat?d. 
AND THE 


Love Adventures of Polydorus 
King of the Gals, 


AND THE 


Late Queen of ALBION, 
Made Publick. 


| By a Woman of Quality, a late Confidant of 


Q. MESS ALINA. 
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READER: 


H E Promisd, and long Expedted 
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Third Part of the ye Uh of our | 


MESSALIN A, « bere at yuur 

Service: 4nd thouzh ſome Criticks 
I am inform'd (and indeed my Sale rells me as 
much ) bave not pur an equal value on the two 
foregoing Parts, the Second lying under the Re- 
pute of much Inferiour to the Firit: My Hiſto- 
rian makes no other Apology, than that the Foir 
Meilalina had {0 many Engines at Work, im 
turning that great Hinge of 'the Pagan Glory, 
Her Warming-pan P lot; and her Hands and 
Head ſo full of Politicks on that Impcrtans Oc- 
caſien, that She then wanted Leſare for Intrigue 
A 2 aud 


The Bookſeller to thc Reader. 


and Amour ; which indeed being the main De- 
light of the Generality of my Readers, might per- 
haps leſſen the Satisfattion expetted from the Se- 
cond Part. But ſince ber Majefties Departure 
from the Heretick Albion, has Tranſlated her 
fo @ more agreeable and natural Element, the 
Pagan Court of Gothland ; her heavier and ſul- 
len Buſineſs ſhe begins to ſhake off, and reſumes the 
lighter Air of Love and Pleaſure. And accord- 
ingly we dare, without Vanity, aſſure our Kind 
Reader, That the former Defetts are ſupplyed in 
the Emtertainment of this Third Part of ber H- 
fory. An Amorons Polydorus, little leſs fame! 
under "the Banners of Cupid, than the ſometimes 
Glorious Britomard himſelf, Iying at the Feet of 
the Adored Meſlalina, affords a little we Mat- 
ter of Adventure and Diverſion. With thi Re- 


commendatitn to our little Volumn of the Great | 
Meſlaltina, /e beg your preſent generores Accept- | 


ance. And if you find your Meſfalina warm 
with any exiraordinary Spark for the Imperial Po- 
lydorus; you are ts conſider, that the Santtnary 
and Glorious Reception ſhe meets in the Court of 


| 
; 


E 


q 


ber evr firm Friend, the King of the Gauls, 

| | pts 
have Inſpired her with no (mall Gratitude to that 
MOST PAGAN Heroe, and Champion of ber | 


Alcars, 


| 


_— 


The Thiid PART. 


O VE could no longer brook this inter- 
fering Buſineſs in the Court of Albiom 3 
for ſeeing with Indignation, how Ambi- 
tion daily had incrench'd on his Preros 
garive, he reafſumes his long negle&ed 

| Darts, and yows ſevere Revenge on his 

Rebellious Subjefts. And now Meſſalina's haughty Hearr, 
which vaſt aſpiring Hopes had long engaged, ſofrens 
again in GentlenEſs and Love : She had ſeen che Languers 
of her Charming Count, and keard his gentle Murmurs 
with Compaſſion ; ſhe knew the grear reſtraint he forc'd 
upon his Heart, when by reaſon of her numerous Arten- 
dants, and Vifſirours, he had not opporcunity to breath 

his Love ; ſomerimes a Wink, an Amorous Lock, or Sigh, . 

ſhe would by ſtealth return; or otherwiſe, in ſome Am- 

biguous Words, ſhe would diſcover her Concern and 

Care, for his endearing Paſſion; bur in ſuch dumb ſhows 

alone, as there were more than Three Weeks ſpenr,c're 

ſhe could poſſibly engage, or ſpeak with him-alone. Du- 
ring which time, her Beauty, with the SarisfaRion of hor 

Mind, was much improved; and that forc'd Abſtinence, 
which her prerended Child-bearing had made her under- 

bg md as well to carry on the Cheat, as to revive 

e fading Glories in her Face, caus'd by che Fears and 

Apprehenſions of Miſcarrying Now, in Triumphane 

Wile, ſhe'd Walk, and Look, and with Diſdainful Jeſts, 
B among 


Some no cons Ce vo 


(6) 


among her Confidents, Laugh at the weak du!! Chriſti. 
ans of the Court. Come Dear Aſvaſna, would the fay, /:t 
24 no longer doubt of good Succeſs; let's every Tour bring forth 
a Son, and ſtoch the Kingdom with a Race of Pagan Prin- 
ces; fhall my aſpiring lofty Soul, ſforp to the rice Deſtrutfrve 
Rates of their mnſipid Morals ? One flight of Pagan Fancy 
quite out-ſtrips their heavy tedious Vations; and till now. our 
Fears alone have been our Bugbear Appar rims ; With how 
much eaſe, did we Contrrve and Fin what Jjome faint 
puny hearted Creatures thought impoſſi/l: ? Oh hom I am 
pleaſed to think how natural'y I manog'd the Intreague : 
Didft thou obſerve, bow gravely ſam? would fland; and when 
my feigned Groans and Cries, would reach their Ears, how 
then Officteusly they'd fhabe their Heads, devoutly lifting up 
their Hands, and pray for my Delivers ? Then, when my 
ſeeming Pains would make me faintiſh. with what Concern 
they'd Sigh and Whiſper, while I would gently graſp, and turn 
to thee, and (mile at the Succeſs of cur Invention. Come, 
Come, let's ſee this Darling of Our Hopes, thes Gr nund-work 
of our Everl:ſling Joy 3 long Live, and Live t» Reign, my 
little blooming Life, and Liv? vo be the $ ourge of our Curtt 
Chriſtian Foes; I'll fwear thee, libe ansher Hamba!, their 
Mortal Foe; each drop of Milk thou ſuck, .'-«!l breed an 
Age of Mealice in thy Heart ; A Chriſtar*- Nance ſhall crate 
upon thy Soul, and thou ſhalt prove the Plague of theiy Pro 
feſfim; I'll breath my Spirit through thy render Pores, and 
make thy hatred of them Everl1ſtirg, Down, down ye Pa- 
gans, to your Great Deltverer ; Adore your Mighty Prince, 
and your Redeemer ; See how the baſe dtjeTed Chriſtians 
flrink ; ſee how they Tremble at hi: Awful Frown: Albion 
i once again Redeemed,Aſpaiia, and row my Crarn fits firm 
and eaſie on my Head, Thus in Vein Raprures wou'd che 
Queen break out, and boaſt her Promilcs ro be Prophe» 
tical ; bur ſoon, alas, ſhe found her (elf deceived, and 
all her Glorious Promiſes vaniſh of a ſudden. Anazi» 
mander, and the Princeſs Artemiſia, while Licegenes, and 

his 
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FF 
his Pagan Councellors, continued only to make fome 
ſmall Encroachments, and Breaches on the Laws of Al- 


» bim, ſeemingly deſigning, for no more than a fmall To- | 
'* + lerarion of the Pagan Religion 1n Albion, kept rhem- 
vi ſelves within all hounds of Modeſty and Submiſſion, to ll; 
2.4 | the King their Father 3 only in ſome ſmall Remonſtran- It 
p ces, they did Declare their Unwillingnets ro appear Par- 
w ties in che Annulling, or Diſpenſing wich thoſe Laws, | 

a made purely for che Security of the Chriſtian Religion, l 
ex again't che Practices and Contrivances of the Pagans 3 lk 
* bu: when they plainly (aw, their Own, and the Kingdoms il 

-” | Intereſt, retolved ro he made a Sacrifice to the Ambi- I; 


4 tion, and Coverouiſncts of a ſmall Party, that by che 
P known Laws ot the Land, were declared the irreconcile- 


m4 , able Enemies of tlic Ch, iſttans;, they chought ic then high 

os | time co look 4-0ut them, and chough chey patd all rhe | 
_ Revercn.c I:2agina'lc 9 rhe Kino, their Farther; yet | 
by they could nor reſolve 15 yield their Rights and Inhert- | 


& tance, and hold precarioiily cheir Eftates, ar the Dit- 


my X - , = . 

i cretion of an An7-11;/tian pack'd Councel; beſides, 

| ” l - 
54 by ſeveral Remonſt-nes and Peritions from the Chic{ 
CI 4 1 *q* . ' ' 

\,» | &f rhe Novllity ind Genrry, they had been folicited ro 

by take chem 1nro their Proretion, and ro cadeavour a Re- 
ate d 2 

Y dreſs of cheir Grievances, and heavy Oppretlions. Anart- 
7”. 


ind | 4nd-r, being a Prince of a Vaſt and Generous Spirit, was 
LI 


pa. | lily induc'd ty condeicend to their Rehiet 3 for, betides | 
nc? his proper Intereſt in che Crown of Alb! Mm, which by the ut 
ans | common Principles of Nature, he was obliged ro Matte | 

_ tain and Detend 3 he often would revolve on the Glory | 
-m | Of rhe Attion, and how Heroicx and God-like it would 1 
che hey, ro appear the Great and Glorious Champion of the 
hes Chriſtian Rel1gion, which y a Secrer League, berween 4 
and Poly is NIng of rhe Gals, and che King Ltconznes, Was | 
1Xis reloived ro ve wholly Exrirp:ted, anc Roucred our of | 
ny" Evr22, Upon racte Contid. rations, the Prince Anaat- | 
kis || {2 tametiatcly tmpdres 115 Defires and Retolurton: | 
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to the High and Mighty Lords and States of the Low. 
Lands, defireing their Lordſhips Advice and Aſſiſtance 
in a Matter of that Importance, to the Security of them- 
ſelves, as well as all ocher Chriftians; which upon due 
Conſiderations, they with all Alacrity imaginable Grant : 
And now the Prince having a Gallant, though ſmall Fleet, 
equipp'd with all the ſpeed that could be, makes for the 
Weſt of Albion, and with ſuch prudent Secrecy were all 
things managed, that Lycegenes had not the leaſt Intima- 
tion 1n the World of his Defigns, till his Fleet was rea» 
dy to Sail. Meſalina had, that Night the fatal News ar- 
rived, afſign'd Count Davila to meet her art St. Zaques, 
and the Marchioneſs de Tomazo 1n the Abſence eſpecially 
of Aſpaſia ( who a while before was gone over to her 
Husband Latroon, Governonr of Iberia ) being her chicf 
Confident, was order'd to atrend. The Count, who had 
once or twice been Tardy in the Hour appointed, thought 
now by early Diligence to make amends, fo that by Twi- 
light he was gotten up into the Bed-Chamber, veing a 
private Retirement for Meſſalina, during the King's Ab- 
ſence at any Time, or her Indiſpoſition z where fitting 
down near the Bed, he waited with Impatience for the 
Queen; and in the mean time, was contemplating on the 
Happineſs of his Enjoyments; by this time, Darkneſs had 
o'er-ſpread the Earth, and the Marchioneſs being to give 
the Orders for the Candles of that private Apartment, 
eſpecially at thar ſeaſon, the Count found himſelf for 
ſome time very ſolitary, and without Light, and being 
about to make to the Door, he heard ſome ſtirring and 
breathing on the Bed, when drawing the Curtain fofcly, 
he could juſt perceive by her Cloaths, it was a Lady faſt 
aſleep ; the Count was mightily amaz'd ar firſt, bur re- 
colle&ing himſelf, he rrought ir doubtleſs was thEQueen, 
who had retired thither befcre the Hour appointed, and 
had prevented even his Dilligence in coming 3 fo with» 


our fcruple, throwing himfelt on the Bed, he claſps | 


the 


————— 
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the ſappoſed Meſſalina iv his Arms, and having in his 
firſt Tranſports run with his curious Hand o'er all the 
private Recefſes of her Charms, he was juſt pang 
to arrack the Fort, mingling with his Kifles, his ſhort 
Amorous Sighs, forerelling Tranſports, Extafies and 
Dyings; when Meſſalina haſtily comes in with a ſmall 
Taper in her Hand, and calls : Tomazo, 1s not my Dear 
Count yer come, Tomazo? The Marchioneſs at the very 
Inſtanr, whether the Amorous buſtling of rhe Count had 
operated on her waking Fancy, or wherher by the Im- 
prefſion of ſome pleafing Dream, ſhe was thereto incired, 
Cryed paſtionately our, ** Make haſte my Dear Antonio, 
{* make haſte, rl© Marqueſs will be here and Ruine us, 
The Queen who had heard her ſpeak choſe laſt Words, 
by this Time had opened rhe Curtain, and there diſco- 
vered the Count, raiſcd on his Knees oerween Tomazo's 
Legps, and in a poſture which plainly diſcovered the 
drifr of his Intentions ; never were Three Perſons ( for 
by rhis Time the Marc! 1»nes had wak'd ) fo ſeverally a- 
ſtoniſhed and confuunded ; the Queen with Shame had 
ſhown her Face glowing Red, and then with Anger 
ſtraigr grown Pale; the Counr, though in that awkward 
Poſture, was ſo much confounded, he could nor move 
himſclf, nor had che Senſe to cover the Marchioneſs, or 
his own Nakedneſs 3; bur berween Wonder, Anger and 
Fear, was wholly bereft of even Senſe or Motion : The 
Marchjoneſs, whoſe Age and Experience had rendered 
her familiar wr h the ſame or the like Adventures, was 
not ſo much Aſhamed of being ſeen in that Condition 
and Poſture, as Apprehenſive ot the Queen's Reſemments, 
if, as was probable, ſhe ſhould ſuppoſe any Amour be+» 
tween her and the Count, her Lover, and whom ſhe had 
bur char Night appointed, and deſign'd for her own Uſe 
and Service, In ſuch diſtrated Thoughts and Manner, 
did they for a great while ſtand aud gaze, and wonder 
at one anorher, withour one Werd berwcen them, till 
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at laſt the Queen, whether heightend in her Fancy, 
with che plcating fight and intended Aion of the Count, 
or upon | con(ideration, believing and judging, by 
the Words ſhe had heard rhe Marchiomeſs utrer, that 1t 
was wholly a miſtake on all fides, burſt our in Laugh- 
ter, and_turging her Face a lictle, told rhe Count 1n 
Drollery, the Weather began to be Cold, and therc- 
fore he would do well co rake care and cover hits Mt- 
ſtreſ, and himſelf The Count with this ſhort repri» 
mand was choroughly wa{'d out of his Trance, and (lip- 
ping off che farther fide of the Bed, was buſtling a long 
time to purhimſelf in order, while the WMarcrneſt, hait 
diſtrated, riſes and pulls che Currains cloſe abour her ; 
which che Qacen ſecing, She calls out co her ;: Wo 
Tomazo! Tou are reſolved then ty beep the Count ro 1ow 
Self t>s Night ; and ma\ing to the Bed, She threw the 
Carrains again open, and diſcovered Tamazo in a freſh 
Confuſion : By this time the Count had gathered a little 
more ailurance, and coming from behind the Bed, he 
ſtrair chrew himſelf at M-([alinad's Feer, humbly ass'd 
her Par:on, and told her, hc hop'd ſhe was not 1n1vn» 
{t5le of the faral miſtiie he had like ro have falle:1 i115 
aad conſequently, he dou'vred nor of her favourable In- 
terpretation 3 hv was (Orry he had firtt appeared in to 
indecent a Poſture, aad his continuance therein, She 
couil not vu bolus the conequence of his Aﬀtonith- 
menr. The Queen, who upon a juſt conſideration of 
the Circumſtances, was luiti-1ently ſarisfied of his Inno» 
cence, Was ſo far from h:ing angry or diſtur''d, char 
afrcr rivo or three firs of Liughter, She threw her de- 
Iicious Arms 2Y0ur his Necks, and with Ten Tnouſand 
Killes Seard its Pardon : then curning to her dear T5- 
maz), $12 Would Liugh, 2: fav, {ite haſt my Dear 
Ant»), mate haſte 3 O D-ar, my Huzh ind comes ! Alas, 
Wir: ſhall we 45? we arc ruin'd D-zr Antoniy, Thus 
id 52c Doll on;the pow Mu: c2no/r,, *rill re Cont 
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putting her in mind of the time of the Night, they 
were retiring to the Cloſct to Converle, when a Met- 
ſenger from Alba Regalis, comes in haſte, ro give an 
account of an Expreſs, Lycogenes had receiv'd from rhe 
Belgian Lowl.inds, giving an Account of rhe Preparations 
and Deſigns of che Prince Anarimander, to come and re- 
dreſs the Grievances of the poor Chriſtians of Albion : 
the Queen (who was no otherwiſe read in the Politicks 
and Aftairs of State, than as Father Pedre, the Count, 
or ſome other of her Pricſts upon particular occations 
had Taſtrued her) was nor ar firſt ſo apprehenſive of 
the Danger as the Count, wo was fo vehemently ſtarr- 
led at the News, thar wichoue any more Complement 
than Bowing to the Queen, he deſcends and takes 
Coach for Alba Regal; where he was no ſooner Are 
rived, hur he ivund rhe whole Court Alarm'd; and Ly- 
cogenes in Solc:nn Council was gone to Debate the Bu-s 
fineſs : The next Day the News was confirmed by ano» 
ther Expreſs, and then all was in an Uproaf; Lycogenes 
in a great Fright comes co Council, tells chem his ap» 
prehenfions of Anaximanders Deſign, requires their beſt 
and ſpeedy Advice, puts chem in Mind of all rhe Brea- 
ches he had made in the Laws for their Sakes; and thac 
now, without ſpeedy Aſſiſtance, he was likely to he ras 
1'd, and the Pagans Hopes throughout A/bton to be utes 
terly loſt, Such dreadful Words as thete, and coming 
from a iriuce that had been in every Paneeyrich cry'd 
up and applauded for his Confſtancy of Mind, and In- 
vincible Courage, did fo amaze and terrifie his Coun- 
ſcll/ors, that chey could not in a long time ſer their 
Hearts on any ſerious Conſulcation; ſome of them with» 
drew, then 11 again; preſently others that had been 
abſcnr, came Poſting to underffand and enquire ints 
the Buſineſs; ſorce would relare 1t as terrible as their 
Fears, and repreſent the numbers of che Princes Ships 
azd Men double 3 here you ſhould fee a haughty Stiff 
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necked Prieſt, come humbly fawning to a Chriſtian 
Noble, as if confefling paſt Miſ-carriages and Crimes, 
he wiſh'd for good Conditions : Some would be pack- 
ing up their Goods and Treaſure, their guilry boading 
Conſciences forc-relling rheir forc'd Flight and Ruine : 
But Pedro and Poliorcheres, the Chancellour, who were 


ſenſible they were likely ro ſhare the ſum and ſubſtance | 


of all unhappy Revolutions, rhought ic now no longer 
rime to dally, or ſpend the precious Minures in uſeleſs 


idle Fears, but to apply the moſt healing Medicines, | 
that che preſent bleeding Wound would bear; and ac« },": 


cordingly perſwade Lyc:genes to recall ſeveral Edits, 
that by their Inſtigarion and Council had been pro- 


malg'd againſt the Intercſt and Satery of his Chriſtian | 


SubjeRs: And Farther Pedro calling a Convocation of 
his Inferiour Prieſts, makes them DiF-robe, and in 
diſguiſe ro mingle among the Chriſtian Afſemblies, in 
the Forum, Burſe, Temples, and other publick Meering- 
Places, and there with Confidence ro urter falſe Re» 
ports, to leflen the Strength of Anaximander, to cry 
up the miſeries of a Civil War, to Extol the Loyalty 
of the King's Chriſtian Subje&ts, ro make compariſon 
between young Perhin's Expedicion and this, and thence 
to conclude poſitively of the like ſucceſs : The Court 
party alſo of Renegado Chriſtian Divines, were order- 
«d to Preach up the neceſliry of Obedicnce and Loyal» 
ty, to withſtand the Prince in his Arremprs, and to 
brand his Expedition wich the horrible Ticle of Inva- 
fron. Theſe, and many other Arts were uſed to take 
off the Edge of Anaximnder's Sword ; ſometimes they'd 
Brand His Royal Perſon with baſe and ignominious 
Names ; other rimes they wou!d think to terrifie the 
Rebels ( as they would call all char fhould afliſt him ) 
with the Exemplary Puniſhments, inflited by the 
Chancellour . Polyerchetes, in his blogdy Weſtern Cam:- 
paigne : Bar all would not do, the Chriſtians knew the 
Pagan 


PEFEDILESDS © 


td þ 


(1) 


Pagan Punick Faith, as well as Inhumane Cruelty, they 
faw their Laws, their Liberties, and Lives at Stake ; 
and that now was the only time to aſſert and recover 
them; che Pagan Prieſts had often mock'd the King 
our of his moſt Solemn Promiſes, and Meſſalina had 
| endeayoured ro entail their Slavery upon them to all 
| Poſteriry. Nothing therefore could ſtagger their for- 
mer Refolutions, but like the Adder, they were Deaf 
; to all cheir treacherous Charms, and falſe Infinuations - 


ing, Meſſalina's dauntlefs Pride could nor 


{till che Princes Landing ſtoop to the apprehenſion of 
any material Danger ; ſhe'd often chalk our time and 
| pace ro fee the fend weak Prince brought bound to 


Irynovant ; She'd Laugh and Jeer ar his few puny For- 
ces, and would in everv Table Talk defear his whole 
Battalions; ſomerimes She'd call her Melancholy Lov- 


ts, whoſe deeper apprehenfions, now had chang'd his 


dal Mirch ; ſomerimes, I ſay, She'd call him to her, 
ad reproach his needleſs Fears: What ? would She 


| ay, Can Davila ſuſpeF or fear, when Mellalina"'s Heart 
| 


ee? Can thy ſs much applauded Courage ſtoop to what 


| 4 poo weak Womans Soul can fland? Stand did I ſay ? 


h all that's good, this Hand ſhall bow the Neck of that 
or Spirited Prince , that weak preſamptuous Wretch, that 
ire Invade my Hurbands loſty Crown : What my Dear Da- 
nila, cenſt thou lament? Haft thou a Diadem to looſe, a 
Throne to be pull'd down, Subjefts and Slaves to be deſtroje 
tl before thy Fac?? Theje may create a Monarchs doubts 

ears: What then ſhauld thy Eyes ſwell with needleſs 


Tears ? Remit, remit, alas, thy uſeleſs apprehenfions ! 1 

am the Center of thy Thoughts : In me thy utmoſt Wiſhes 
a determined ;, while then I fland ſecure, What need'ft 
thus fear ? Chear up, chear np, my dear lov'd Count; let 
# not loſe our preſent bappy Minutes, for vain weak doubts 
f future Cares and S1row's. 


| D The 
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The Count both wondred and rejoyced at the great 
Heroick Heart of his beloved Royal Miſtreſs ; and tho' 
he knew, and was perfe&ly ſenſible rhar her words were 
rather the effe& of her dauntleſs Spirir, than of a folid 
Conſideration; yer he faw fo much Love exxrefs'd in} 
her frequent concernment for him, that he could not but 
in common Gratitude and Honour,make her the ſame,or 
ſuitable returns; he therefore told her Majeſty, That 
his apprehenſion of being ſeparated from her, was with- 
out doubr, a ſenſible affiition ro him; but above all 
he deplor'd his great unhappineſs, in not being able to 
afford more than his own perſonal aſliſtance, to repel] 
her own, and their great Prophet's Enemies; that he 
cordially wiſh'd the Prince Anaximander's undertaking 
might prove as fnvilous and ineffeual, as ſhe had de- 
clared them; that his great care of her Majeſty's Safe- 


ty and Honour, was the only Foundation of his Fear; 
that he did indeed objet rhe worſt to himſelf, bur 
did not believe he had yer any reaſon to diſpair of 
the beſt; that he was ſenſib!e ker ſuper-eminent Me- 
rit had render'd her Obnox1ons to the Slanderous res 
proaches and envy of the Wicked Chriſtian Albtonites; 
that the King her Husband's Zeal, in a good and pious 
Cauſe, had incurred the wicked Malice of his rebellious 
Suhjeds; and that if his Affairs ( which Heaven ſors; 
bid) ſhould happen to fail, it would be the coral ru- 
ine and deſtruction of his Life and happineſs, ro think 
ſhe ſhould fall into the Hands of her Enemies, or be 
lefſened jn her Fortune or high Scationz thar there- 
fore it was his humble and hearty requeſt, that ſhe 
would ſuffer himſelf, and ſome other ſele& Friends 
ro con ule and lay before her ſuch meaſures for che 
ſecurity of licr Perſon and Honour, as ſhould appear 
ro be moſt convenient; thar providing againſt the worſt 
would be no liindrancec of her enjoyment of the beſt ; but 
12vye all, that ſhe wou'd give him her reſolution and firm 
pros 
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promiſe to let himſelf accompany and wait on her in all, 
and every Misfortunethat poſlibly could befal her. Meſ- 
falina was raviſh'd with this ſo zealous and render de- 
monſtration of her Dear Counts Love, and in a loving 
tranſport catching his Hand and Arm, ſhe pull'd him to 
heron a Couch whereon ſhe fare, where with unſpeak- 
able Raprures ſhe would Circle her Snowy Arms and 
Hands, about his Neck and Waſt ; Oh! how ſhe'd ſuck 
his Amorous ruddy Lipps and Checks, and with her 
Balmy melcing Hand ſtroak, and preſs, and play with his 
Manly Neck, and Face, *Ok! could'ft thou think 
&Dear Cruel Heart, faid ſhe , thate're my Pancing Soul 
«could yield ro part with rhee, the Deareſt, bleſt Foun- 
« rain of it's joy 3 Forrune, indeed with rude or Imparti» 
«al hands may catch and graſp my Shaken, Totrering 
« Crown; bur ſure my Heart and Will, are ſtill my 
« own; and being mine, who Dare Pretend co Stop, or 
«Claim what I reſolve co Share, to Give, to Keep for 
s only Thee. No, no, my Life, my Davila, continued 
be : * If Fare or Curſt Inconſtant Forrune have decreed 
* my Seperation from this Ill-bred Je, Thou like my 
*berter Genius ſhale atrend me, thou like my happy 
« Star ſhai'c lead the Way: where &'re we come we'll be 
* each others Heaven, and jn thy Boſome will I place 
* my Land of Joy, and Reſt, With theſe laſt words 
they fell rogerher on the Couch, and tir'd with butje 
Love and Raprure, ſoon dropt into a gentle Slumber. 
Faithful Tomaſo, in the mean time was hovering about 
the Our-Guards to prevent ſurprize, and to divert the 
acceſs of any ſuſpirious Perſons: She had waited half an 
hour or little more, when comes a Meſſenger from King 
Lycogenes ro Meſſalina, which broughe account, the Prince 


| vas now at Sea, and with a numerous Fleet was making 


al rhe Sail he could for Albion : the Marchimeſs receives 
the Meſſage, and all in Tears repairs with open Mouch 
to the Queens Cloſer : rhe Queen waking abruptly at the 
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Noiſe ſhe made, ſtarts up, and with a ſudden Shriek 
alarm's che Count ; Anazimander comes, Dread Soveraign 
cries the Marchioneſs, he comes with Speed and Power 
and Swears to Unravel all ? O Mighty Operations ! the 
Count who had hardly yet recovered himſelf, was look- 
ing about when he had heard rhe Marchieneſs declare he 
was come, and putting himſelfon his Guard, ſwore he'd 
Defend his Royal Miſtreſs co the laſt ; Oh ! that his 
Single Fate, Cries Meſalina,were to be oppos'd to thine : 
Inſpir'd by Love and my auſpicious Prayers, how would'ſt 


thou cruſh his Puny Soul. Soon ſhould'ſt thou nip theſe ' 


daring Chriſtians hopes, and with one happy blow ſe- 
cure our Pagan Friends and Intereſt for ever. In the 
mean time Lycogenes in late and early Councels, was cont 
triving how to ſtop this overflowing Current of the 
Princes deſigns; he had obſerv'd an unuſual blichneſs 
1n all his Chriſtian Nobles Faces, and was ſenſible that the 
Prince Anazimander could not preſume to atrack the A/- 
brontes,wirhour very goodIncouragement from the Gran» 
dee's: however, with all his ind he was not able to 
learn our who were Anaximanders Abettors in this bold 
deſigne ; Father Pedro and others of his Anti-Chriſtian 
Couucel were adviſing him to lay hold on, and ſecure 
all chat he could bur in the leaſt ſuſpeR 3 but rhis being 
controverted was found too Violent, and more than the 
preſent Circumſtances of affairs could bear; others ſugge- 
ſting che doubtful Loyalty of the greatCiry of Troynovant, 
'twas thought adviſable ro ſecure the Citadel, in ſome 
Peculiar cruſty hands, and chereby to ſcare rhat Populou3 
and Powerful Place into a juſt Obedience: this was found 
good and Feazalle, and ſtrait a new Commander 1s or» 
dain'd, with ſecret orders how to manage things to the 
heſt advantage. In the mean time, the Prince Anaximan- 
der, ſteers away, and wi::out any lert or hindrance, in a 
teww days arrives ſafe at a convenient Haven, in the Weſt of 
Aitjion 3 and nowthe Thread of Poor Lycopenes his _ 
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began to crack, now he could plainly ſee the errours of 
his Government, and when it was unhappily roo late, 
might Curſe the baſe defignes of his pernicious Counſel» 
lors ; now was he forc'd to ſtoop that Glorious Lofty 
Heart, which dauncleſs kererofore had braved the mightt- 
eſt force of Earope. How was he chang'd, alas, from rhar 
brave Invincible Lycogenes, that did through Clouds of 
Smoake and Fire, Charge through rhe Belgzan Fleer, and 
with freſh Lawrels Crown'd, zerurn'd in Triumph to his 
joyfull Country : now every little Wefter= breeze thar 
hererofore did ſerve to blow and kindle up his flamin 
Courage, like ſome cold Peſtilential air damps his Mil- 
giving Soul ; now Poor, forſaken of himſelf he ſtands, 
Conſcience alone of Ills paſt done remains his tireſome 
| Attend ye curſed race of wicked 7ebufites, ſee 

—_—_— effeAs of your Pernicious ls, ye 
Cloggs roCrowns,and bane of Power. 


Empires to Shake, and Monarchs to Dethrone, 
Curft Race of Loyala's thy Work alone. 
Kings, Crewns, and States o're thrown / no more? alas; 
e Records fill nat half thy Leaves of Braſs. 
What need thoſe ſtr'd up Coals( ſcarſe worth Heavens while) 
For mighty Doomsday, Nature's Funeral Pile : 
Let Thee but looſe for th' Univerſe ore turning, 
Thy Single Brand would ſet the Globe a Burning. 


The Prince Anaximander no ſooner appear'd with his 
Fleer, but the Chriſtians all about the Country flock'd to 
the Shore, and with loud ſhouts and all other demon- 
ſtrarions of Joy, welcomed the arrival of their great De. 
liverer : and ſeveral with Boars ſtock'd with/freſh Pro- 
viſion pur off and diſpers'd them about the Fleet, for the 
refreſhment of the Seamen and Souldiers, and having 

rovided before (mall Bridges and other conveniencies 
che Landing his Army, and his Carriages, he found 
E him« 
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himſelf in a condition within three days to draw up and 
muſter his Men, who had by this time heartily recovered 
the Fatigue of their Voyage. Lycogenes in the mean time, 
though very much dejefted, had raken care to Levy 
a Gallant Army, and it was one while thought a very 
doubrfal thing, to which, to aſcribe the ViRtory. Anazi= 
mander had not brought with him above Fourteen Thou- 
ſand Horſe and Foor, but thoſe indeed Experienc'd Vete- 
ane Bands, very Compleatly Arm'd ; beſides, Lycogenes 
before the Prince landed, had at leaſt Thirty Thouſand 
well appointed Souldiers, ſo that when he began tho- 
roughly to compute his own ftrengrh, and his Enemies 
weakneſs, he thought to rake heart, and reſolvy'd for the 
greater Incouragement of his Men to appear at the head 
of them himlelf, and withal ſpeed to give his Enemies 
Battle,and hinder their further Progreſs into the Country; 
but alas, while he was flatter'd and amus'd with the 
ſtrength and bravery of his own Army, Anaximander 
was muſtering and entertaining the Choice Young Men 
of all the Weſtern Country - for the People conſidering 


che Cauſe, and that their Liberties and Lives, were now « 


their only laſt ſtake, rhey came flocking in o faſt ro the 
Prince, that he had in eight days more Subſtantial choice 
Men than he could handſomely make uſe of ; beſides, rhe 
Major part of Lycogenes his Army, being Chriſtians, they 
could not bur be ſenſible chat thoſe Swords char they 
ſhould draw againſt their Brethren 1n the Weſt, would ar 
the long ran be employ'd againſt cheir own Throats and 
Lives; and therefore, being already weary of ſubmitting 
their Free-Born Souls ro the Bondage and Tyranny of 
their Pagan Othcers, they aſſociate and take Council to» 
gerher how to free themſelves and ticir Country, by 
either, laying down their Arms, or going over to the 
Prince Aa«ximander, and now the fatal Period of Ly- 
«gen?s his Reign drew near, for firſt whole Companies, 
ſroops, and Regiments of h1s Army revolt from him,and 
then 
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then his Friends and Near Relations, touch'd with the 
ſence of deeper obligations due to their Country, their 
Religion and their God : Thus the Trump being curned, 
the Pagans quickly find their diſadvantage of rhe Game, 
and in Confuſion, like diſtracted Men fling up their 
Cards, and ſcamper toſecure themſelves from payment. 
Meſſuline alſo to her Sorrow ſees what hitherto ſhe ne- 
ver would helieve; now Pedro finds the fallacy of his con» 
cluſions, while Pohorchetes,Sunderama, and orhers of thar 
wicked Crue curſe their unlucky Stars, and feck inevery 
corner for ſome place of refuge : Poor Lycogenes flies in 
confuſion from his diſtant Foes, not able to endure even 
the report of their approach : He that like awother 
Xerxes ſaw himſelf begirt even with a world of Guards, 
now flies bereft almoſt of necellary Attendance : He no 
ſooner arriv'd at his old Pallace of Alba Regals, but in 
haſt he calls a Secrer and Selemn Council of all his few 
remaining Friends, and after ſuch Debates as the time 
would afford and permir, they reſolve to ſend propoſals 
to the Prince, who like a Swelling Tide had now o're 


ſpread the Country ; and the danger being grown be« 


yond recovery, Meſſalins,at laſt thinks it high time to 
p__ for her rerirement, and with all ſpeed provide 
for her Securitryzhe Young Child alfo by the advice of the 
Council was to be nicely raken care of, being likely ro 
prove a very good afrer Game. The Queen theretere 
immediatly ſends for the Count to a private Conference, 
who as greedily comes, in hopes to perſwade her to a 
ſpeedy Flighr : Juſt as he approach'd the Clolet Dnor, 
the Queen all in tears gers up, and nor being able for a 
while xo ſpeak, leans on his Neck, and after many grow- 
ing Sobs and heavy Sighs, falls Fainring in his Arms : 
never was Lover in ſo ſad diſtreſs as wasthe Count at this 
unhappy accident ; call our he dare nor, for fear of any 
Suſpirion or ill interpretarion of his being with the Queen 
alone ; to go and leave her Dving as he thovghr. his 
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Soul could ne're agree to 3 how toaſſiſt, what remedy 
to uſe, where to ger any thing to app'y he knew nor: 
diſtracted thus he Tore himſelf, and Ravy'd, and Curſt 
his misforrunc, then would he kneel by the Couch where- 
on he had laid her,and kiſs, and ſigh, and Pray, and call, 
rill at laſt che Queen coming to her ſelf _ her dying 
Eyes, and cafhnga Languiſhing look at her Dear Count, 
who was now in a bitter AV6ny of Sorrow, and hardly 
able ro ſupport his opprefled Spirits, ſhe rais'd her ſelf a 
lictle on rhe Couch, and in a Sorrowful manner lifting 
up her Hands and Eyes, recounts a freſh the ſum of ker 
Misfortunes : All, all, is loft, Dear Davila, ſaid ſhe, my 
Hopes, my Peace, my Joy, my Glories, my All. And 
if I hare ought left me worth the Thought of Life, it is, 
thac I enjoy thy Love. That Coronet's my own, though 
my Crown's loſt. Meſſaline is now driven to the Faral 
Period of her Grandure in Albion, a ſhock ſo diſmal, that 
the Aponies of ſuch a Fall, ro ſuch Soaring Ambirition 
as Meſalina's, are only to be conceived dy thoſe thar feel 
them. In her fir of Deſparation ( for 'rwas almoſt come 
to that ) ſhe is Mrs. however of Reaſon enough ſtill ro 


provide at leaſt againſt the Worſt of ſhames, and Laſt of | 


Miſeries, her falling into her Enemies Hands, the Chrifti. 
ans, a Danger at that Time much threatned ; rhe unired 
Murmurs of Albimm looking up to no other Fountain, and 
Original of the Woes andCalamiries, of the Pirtyed and 
Deplored Lycogenesr, then the Hor Counſels, or rather 
Inchantmentrs of Meſſaline, and her Pagen Aberrors. And 
how heavy the weight of ſuch an Ingaiſition would fall, 
even her Flatrerers are bur too ſenſible, Her Flight 
therefore, being now the laſt Plank ſhe has to lay hold 
off ro ſcape ſmking, ſhe prepares a ſmall Diminitive 
Yarche, and hires (command ſhe could nor, ſo feeble 
1s Soveraignry without Hearts) a handful of Sele& Sea- 
men, all well bribed, and well ſwcrn, privately, to 
waft her ſafe to Gothland, the only SanRuary. ( Such 
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linjverſal Enemies had ker Poliricks pull'd down ) the 
World could yicld her. Oh Zeal, Zeal, mad Zeal! whar 
Humane Diſtreſles, Miſeries, Rumes are Thine, and 
Tliy only Creation ?---Nay, is there ſcarce thar one Con. 
fagrarion, that ever ſet who!e Nations in a Flame, char 
has not been lighted by a Cole from an Altar? Unfor- 
tunate Meſſalina, and deſervedly fo, the fre Royal Part- 
ner, to no leſs than Neptune's Soveraign, the Oceans Lord, 
and che ſtill Terror of the World, had nor Zeal, Infaru- 
ating, Deſtroying, Dethroning Zeal, blazed our; Poor 
miſguided, deluded, hard-fated Lycogenes This ve 
Meſſaliza, of all thoſe Floating Caſtles, rhe lare atr 
ing Pageancs of her Triumph, all choſe once Impreg- 
nable Famed Walls of Albion ; lefr Niſtrifs of no more 
than a poor Cock-boat! Inſtead of glittering Flaggs,and 
flowing Streamers, uſkered by all the Trions of the 
Main, an1 as She paſt, Salated by all che Ecchoing 
Thunder from the Shoar ; row to Steal away by Night, 
Skulk like a Fugitive, obſcured by Shades and Coverts ! 
Yes, Deſtiny and Zeal have ſo Decreed ir For Seca 
therefore ( ſuch her Equippment, and ſuch the haſten- 
ing Cauſe that call'd her) She prepares ; ard rakes with 
her, her Temaze, Surderaniz, Count Davila, Sebaſtian, 
and Pedro, and ſome others of her Cabinet Friends; 
the laſt Three only bciog a little Transformed, by Diſ- 
guiſes of Buft, Scar!ler and Feather, meramorphoſed in- 
to downeright Nilitaies : For indeed her Ecclefiaſtick 
Confidents, eſpecially Father Pexro, were oe ſo no- 
corioufly Infamous, that they durſt nor cruſt themſelves 
in their own Shapes, even with Sworn Hirelings and 
Mercenaries; not Gold it ſelf being ſufhcient to pure 
chaſe Truſt or Safery. The Queen had bur very little lefr, 
to ſave and carry with her, except her Jewels ; for truly 
in ſpight of all that good Husbandry, that eminent ard 
ſingular good Quality in Lycogenes 3 yer what with Stand. 
ing Armies, and no Taxes ( for he ncither loy'd or plea('d 
F Sena- 


bur low. 


(22) 


Senates enough, for any new Donations from them) 
and from the continual daily Dreine, he received 
from thoſe innumerable Spiritaal Horſe«{ceches, 
that upon his Purſe-ſtrings, his Exch-quer was 
Meſſalina's Jewels therefore, being all che 
Treaſure ſhe could ſave ; rhoſe by Father Pers pare 
ticulir Advice, were committed to rhe Charge and 
Cuſtody of an Traltan Prieft, recommended to her by 
him, as a Heavenly minded man, a Recluſe from the 
World, and who a5 a Perſon under a Vow of Poverty, 
of a Charafter and Profeſſion above any Tenpration, 
was the only man ſhe could beſt repoſe that Truſt in. 
Thus Em"arqued, with their beſt Sails ro cheir (mall 
Frigat; with a Fair Wind, and Proſperons Gale, they 
arrive at Gothland : for indecd the juſt Ordaining Pow- 
ers, thar had puniſhc her with the loſs of a Crown, af* 
ter (o herwy a Wreck at Land, thought fir ro bound 
their Indignation there. 

From her Arrival in Gothland,the Scene begins a lirtle 
ro Change : For the Pagans there, with no ſmall 
Homage and Adoration, reſound her Welcome. The 
Entercainmeart ſhe received, as peculiarly influenc'd 
by the Commands of Polyd;r45, was _ where Splen- 
did and Magnificent: I dare nor call it his Bounty, or 
Generoficy. For tru!y, all che urm ſt Services, ReſpeR, 
Obligations, Protections, or Aiſtancez and ind:ed, 
all, and more then Polyd»us has, or can do for Lycogener, 
or M:ſſalins, (o near a part of him; are bur poor and 
fainc Recurns, ro conpentiate thaſe Miferies and Suffer- 
ings, in which his own private Leagues and Ca'>als, and 
the roo prevailing Gaich Councels and Meaſures in 
A'bion, havc involved the ruined Lycog2nes. 


ro the Grthich Court 3; whillt Polydorus himſelf, wich that 


folemn Srate and Grand-ur, comes to meet her, and 
Co9gra 


With a Noe 
ble Train: of Perions of the Higheſt Qaalicy, and a Band + 
of Guards, a truly Royal Rerinue, 15 Meſſalin: Condu ted | 
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| Congratulare her Arrival; paying her all chat Humb'e 


and Profound Reſpea, and Awfu' Arcendan-2, aSif fne 
came nor frgnm Quitring, bur to the Poſſciling of a Dis» 
adem : So Pompous was her Entry, that ſcarce an Ans 
tique Roman Triumph could exceed it. And indeed _ 
ſhe came r9 Triumph, che very firſt Sally of her Eye, 
ringing her back no leſs a Trophy, than the Heart of 
Polhdowus. To give her her Right, even without Flatrery 3 
never was Conqueſt ſo Expeditions : No ſooner was the 
very Lighcning (cen, bur che Bolr had Ex-cared. So Daze 
ling were her Charms, ro the turpriſed Polydorus, char he 
truly dared his intire Vaſſallage, from the firſt Momene 
he ſaw her. His once Adored Dear Veſtal Divinity, or 
his Hrughtier Antezanta's Charms, were nothing to the 
lafſuence of M-(ſalixa: fo utraccountable is che Archery 
of the Blind God: For M:ſJaliaz kad been no Stranger 
to Polydora; wen before her Marffage with Lycogenes, 
n her Travel frum her o'vn I:alick Durchy, ro the Kings 
dom of 4/5:»9, fſhs rook rhe Court of Polydorur in her 
way; ver, then her Beaunes, though im their Younger 
Boom, could be beheld without half che preſent Farality. 
for, wherher his chen Regnanre Veſtal Mrs had fo filFd 
kt3 Soul, 25 had lefe no Room for any ocher Gueſt, or for 
what Reaſon elſe ; a common Veneration was all rhe Of- 
fering he made her then 3 when Sighing, Deſiring, 
Languiſhiog, Dying, whole Hecarombs are all roo little 
bacrrfices now. Tn fine, ſo Capricious ar Aſcendant had 


bis preſent Governing Planets, thar that very Polydorus 
lated for the Derchroning of the Unfortunate Lycagenes z 
he ame M :tchiriltan Pare, before Prattiſed againſt his 
Crown, maſt now be ARt-d againſt his Bed. For from 

is Hour, Friendſhip, Honour, Hoſptalicy, (Obligations 


;$dor che firſt rim» diſpenſed withal by Polydoris) and all 
Jorher cies quire cangell'd 3 the Poſſeſſion of Mzſſaling, 


though ar the price of a Kingdom, is his whole and 
ble Ambition. For Meſſalinz he Burns, 21d were her 
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Virtue 2a Rock of Ice; (which» for ought he knows it | 


may be ); for though indeed he was no Stranger to al! 


| 
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other her Intrigues and Affairs, however in her Curtan ! 


Arcana, her Amours, he was no Cabiner Counfellout 


he reſolves ro melt it down; and that fo far from 1 © 


ſcruple at the Undertaking, that he ſhould account it 
not only the ſweeteſt, but the moſt glorious of all his 
Atchievements. For fetting all other Conſideration 
apart, what Pely4orus once bur will'd, he could not will 
unjuſtly ; his Ambicion was Commiſſion'd of his Conſci- 
ence's High Chancellour, whilſt ro Defire was to Verer- 
mine ; and whatever but once Determined, rook the 
immediate Stamp of Right and Equity to pals it into an 
irrevocable Decreral; infomuch,thart the very Derhroning 
of a Gad, if once thought pragicable, to defire ir was 
enough to render it juſtifable. 


As there wanted no Magnificence in all her Enter- 
tainment from her firſt Landing, evcn before che Cay- 
tivity of the enamour'd Polydoris, you may imagine ng 
exceſſes of the higheſt ſtudied Gallantry were omitted 
now. The Adored Meſſaline is Lodged 1n a Pallace 6 
Glorious, as might have ficred the Reception of a ſe- 
cond Cleopatra in all her Pride ; and which her Anh» 
ny, the then tizor for Univerſal Empire, and in all 
that Love that loſt him the World fer her, could not 
have forniſh'd out more rich and Splendid : Nor did 
the Brightneſs and Rickneſs of her Pallace conſiſt only 
in the qutfide Wealth and Beaury of her Shining Beds, 
Embroidered Canopys, the richeſt of Tapiſtrics, Ct 
biners, Scrvicores, &c. The unſcen Treaſures, outvy'd 
the glittering Frontiſpiece - In this Drawer of 4 
Cabinet Fourty , 'rocher Fifty ,, a Third a Hund- 
red Thouſand Pieces of Gold; a Fourth, Lockers d 
Diamonds, a Fifth, Ropes of Pearl, &c. And all roo 
mean a Tribute to his Soveraign Meſſaling, And tru 
ly 
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ly now we talk of Pearl and Diamonds, her own 
Cargo of Jewels, committed to the true and truſty 
Itahan Prieft aforeſaid, were under Sufpition of mif- 
carriage ; both the Treafure and the Treaſurer being 
at preſent Inviſible : We dare not ſurmize ſo unkindly, 
that Avarice, or filthy Worldly Lucre , could pre- 
vail upon ſo SanGtify'd a Reclaſe from the World, un- 
der a particular Vow of Poverty; and above all.thought 
worthy (as we told you) of the peculiar recommenda=- 
tions of Father Pedro, could make H:m tardy in ſuch 
a Caſe. But whether, on the more charitable fide, by 
ſome impulſe of Rel:gion hz reſerv'd them for Holy & 
Prous Utes; as to preſent them to the Shrine ofthe Lor- 
rettzan Dana, to imp!'ore from her Celeſtial Bene- 
diction, her A'bion Majeſties Conception of a Duke 
of Eborac, to her Prince of Cambria ; or for any other 
like Dedication to Holy Mother Church, fo it is, that 
he was no ſooner gotten on Shoar, but modeſt gocd 
Man, he withdrew, and was never ſeen after it. Aud 
not withſtanding Polydorus publiſh'd an Edit, pro- 
miſing a very ample Reward to that Perſon that ſhould 
find him, and recall the Wanderer : E:ther his Divine 
Contemplations, and ſublimer Meditations , had 
tapt him above the liſtening to humane and mundane 
Proclamations ; or elſe his Devout Pilgrimage had 
carryed him beyond the hearing of them, io that his 
Recallment is utterly Defpaircd of ; infomuch, that 
unleſs her 4/bion M aj2fty be content to take out their 
Price in Dzrges for her S5ul, 'tis thought for any other 
Reſtitution or Payinent, ſh? now hopes but little, 
Polydorns now begins his approach to Meſſalina, re- 


folviagan immediate vigorons Sicge, with all the For- 


ces he can bring to lye down betore her : His dayly 
Viſits, Obſervance, and conſtant Attendance, whicti 
at farſt carried onely the Pace of co:nmon Callantry, 
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and lock'd upon by all Eyes as no other than the Ge- 
verous Treatment of a Royal Hofpitality to Greatneſs 
in Diſtreſs, and under his Protection ; are now both 
by his Looks, Behaviour, and Addreſs, fo Induſtri- 
ouſly managed, that Meſſal/ine ( unleſs ſhe wanted 
Eyes ) mult find that in the Afiiduous Polydorus, 
there was ſomething more then a kind Hoſt, wz. 
an Adoring Slave. 

The Queen now fully ſatisfied how great a Vaſlal 
her Eyes had won her, begins to conſider the Wiſe 
Management of ſo Important a Conqueſt. Polydorws's 
Addre's and Perſonage, evenabſtraCcted from his Im- 
perial CharaCter, and the Luſter of a Crown, were 
fuch as always ſtood fair in the Female Eyes, and ren- 
der'd his Heart no diſ-acceptable Preſent to the very 
Proudeſt and moſt Diſdainful Beauty. And our Meſ- 
fa'ina who was neither the Coyeft, or moſt In-ſen- 
fible of her Scx, already felt a Commiſeration about 
her, that told her the Sighs of ſo Royal a Languiſher 
muſt not go unpittied. Time, Athiduity, and Ap- 
pl cation, ſhe plainly foreſaw, wou!d at laft inevitably 
prevail ; and therefore fancying itno leſs then the Ab- 
folate O-dainment of her Fate, ſhe has no farther 
Thought then an entire Reſignation to Immutable 
Decree. However, though the Stake muſt at laſt be 
loſt, yet the Playing her Game out Politickly, and 
managing her Cards to her beſt Advyantage,are in her 
own Choice and Power. Yes, that, and that onely 
takes up all the buftzeſs of her waking, znd indeed 
ſl-eping Thoughts. The Terms and Conditions of a 
Surrender 3; What Parly ard Capitulations firſt ; what 
Reſolution and O\ſtinacy (tor the Victory muſt not 
be Cheap) ſhe muſt hold out with, befure the White 
Fiag is at laſt ro be hung out. Her Meditations on 
this (ubj:zCt had one Evening led her alone from all 
Com- 


; 
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Company into an Inner and Private Walk of the 
Garden ; When Polydorus, whoſe unrefting Scul had 
I-d his Body abroad too with much the ſame Contem- 
plations, fortunately meets her. This opportunity as 
it gave him the Bleſſing of a more Private Interview, 
then before he had met, fo it inſpired him with the 
Courage of making a more ample and particular De- 
claration of his Love, then all his hitherto fainter and 
diftant Addrefi-s had made. Accordingly throwing 
himſelf at her Feet, inthe Tendereft and moſt Pal- 
fonate Expre/i1ons (the never wanted Eloquence of 
Love) he told her how intirely the Soul of Polydorus 
was ſubjected to the Eyes of Meſſalina : Nor did he 
more heighten the Progreſs ofhcr V:Ctorier, & Power 
of her Charm, then the Fatality of them; that with» 
out a Return of Pity his Death was Inevitable, whillt 
his Peace, Happine's ard Life were abſclutely in her 
Hands. The Queen, whuſe part was now to Play, 
with a ſeeming Amazement,rather than a liſtening At- 
tention , gave him the Liberty of finiſhing his whole 
Declaration 3 when as Wakeing from a Fiightful 
Dream, or Starting from a diftwrbing Vion, Good 
Gods, the cry'd, are not your Quivers Empty yet ? 
Have ve more Shafts reſerved ſtill for the unfortu- 
nate Meſlitina 2 Ir it not enough that your Perſe- 
cuting Powers have Raviſht an Empire from me, 
and Driven me out an Exile, a Wand:rer of the 
World; but I muſt yet fall lower ; low as the moſt ab- 
jet of my Sex, when my Chaſt Ears muſt bs Profan- 
ed with the Rude Sounds of Lawleſs Live; Oh! Pos 
lydorus , Crue! Polvdorus, has Mi/ery and Rnine 
made ths fallen Meſlalina /o little, fo de(ſpicably latele 
—— No, Glorious Madam , ( Pafſionately reply'd 
Polydrus) ſo Great, ſo Divinely Great, that the G4s 
bav? ſingled you out to Weild their Thunder, thr /jt 
G 3 there's 
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there”s not one Bolt of H:aven that Strikes with Fate 
but Meſſilina's, Oh! Madam, if ever Compaſſion, 
Merey, Charity, Enter'd the faireſt Templ: that ever 
Lo49'd x Go4, bavs Pity on the Adoring, Kneeling, 
Dying Polydorus. My Life, —— alas, my very Soul 
depends upon no other Doom but Meſſilin.'s ; for if 
the D-af, the Cruel, the Inezxorabl» Meiſ\lina muſt 
not,” cannot, will not Pity m2, to Die 25 but ha'f the 
Trihute my eſpair muſt pay her : The Tran/po ts of 
a Paſſiom like mine are ſuch, that when | loſe all 
Hopes of one kind Smile from NIcſalina, ſb? leaves 
m? abandoned to that Wild Torrent of unbuunded Hor 
rours, that lef; then the Abjuring of Humanity , the 
Ex-crating of Providence, and Curſing the very 
Authour of my Being, mill bs the fatal Conſequences of 
my irreſitibls D:(peration 3. a Deſperation ſo hideous, 
that when I fall a Viftim to her Scorn, all ſhut me 
out at onc? from Earth and Heaven. Mcſſa/ma, 
not at all Diſpleaſed at ſo Patſtonate a Declaration, 
however to continue the Maſque of a moſt Rigid and 
Obdurate Virtus, Reprimands him with all the Se- 
vereft Reſentnents imaginable, defires him , nay, 
Conjures him for ever to Ceaſe a $:it ſo Fruitleſs , 
and a Thought (© In pi-vs, a Language that her un- 
blemiſht never {h. ken Virmne can fo little hear, that 
rather then liv + within the Air of fo much Guilt, her 
wounded Innocence muſt be forced to Fly a Cruel 
Court, and feek a Refuge in ſome kinder and more 
Hoſpitable Defart. Ab! Madam, reply'd Polyderus, 
Then you hav? Decreed Mankind muſt be undone ! 
Shall Empires, Nations, People, have Peace, when I 
have none ! No Madam, "tis reſo/y'41 that Mefilina 
Hate, Scorn, Loath the Unmorthy Polydorus. T-s, 
his D:truftion, bis Irrevocable Deſtruttion's Sealed ; 
endby the MAlice of my Stars, the World ſhall Groan 
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as Idr. He was once morg, falling at her Feet, 
when a Princely Train cf the Nr bleft Quality ofthe 
Gothland Court appearing in the Garden, interrupted 
him. He had ſcarce recovered Reaſon enough to 
ſuppreſs the too viſivie corcern and diſorder, that 
appeared in his Eyes, much 1:6 the Load that lay at 
his Heart, when one of his Generals Advancing from 
the reſt of the Noble Company, threw himſelf at his 
Feet, telling him, He was immediately im Chedrencs 
to bis Royal Commands, ſetting forward to the Gene- 
ra! Rundezvous on the Banks of the Rhine, and 
came in Duty to Receive bis farther Commi.- 


| fiom and Orders. Commiſſion and Orders ! Atv 


—_—— 


I 


- roars os 


| prize on the ſeverity of his preſent raugh Commiſſion ; 
H 


ſwered Pohdors z Why, Burn, Ravage , 
Ruine, Deſtroy ; make Nations w ſte, and King - 
doms Deſolate ; ſpare nerther Age mor Sex ; 
but above all, where &er thou meerſt that loath'd 
deteſted Thing, that calls it ſelf a Chriſtian, deu- 
ble thy Fury there, BamſÞ all thoughts of Pity or 
Remor'e ; be Bloody and be Canonized: Remember 
the Chriſtian Pride is [weld to Ulceration ; and 
"tis the Glory of our Sword to Lance it. And if 
thou mzeteſt a Temple, lay the Accurſed Con crated 
Roof in Aſhes ; the God that fills it is my Enemy ;; 
and "tis but fuſt my Venneance Batrar! Hoavent, 
IF thou mak'ſt Treaties or Capitulations, my O-devs 
are, you break 'em all. B:tray and Conquer. Heat'n 
ne'er kejt Faith with me, an! 'tis but Re2%on, we 
the Viceperents of the Gods ſhou!d Copy therr own 
everlaſting Falſehood, and Reign Immortal Infels 
like themſelves. Tou have my Orders; to your Poſt ; 
Obey ard Proſper. The General . upon the Kings 
Command, makes his Humble Ovhev farce to the 
King, and Retreats, Ruminating with ſome little Syr- 


' 
WIWICH 


( 30 ) 


which however, on what unknown occaſion that had 
tranſported him into ſuch Vehemence ard Bitterneſs in 
the expreſſing himſelf, he nevertheleſs knew to be the 
true and conſtant Senſe of that Great Monarch ; and 
all his former Orders, though perhaps ſomething 
entler and ſofter worded, carried in reality the ſame 
ntents and Mandats ; and accordingly in all Duty 
prepares to Execute. 

But to return to our Polydorws, whoſe Tormenting 
RefleQions on the Cruelty of Meſſalina bad, with- 
drawn him from all Company to his Cloſet ; In all 
the Agonies of detcated Love, he could not yet in- 
tirely yield to Deſpair : Were her Virtue a Rock of 
Adamant : Nay, were the poſlibly as Deaf,as Pitilef, 
and Remorſeleſ to all his Bleeding S'\ghs,as himſelfto 
a Dying Chriſtians laſt Prayer, he will not quit the 
Siege yet. Accordingly nor a day, nor fcarce an 
hone paſſes that he does not Viſit, Court, Sve, Plead, 
and ſpight of all Denials, all her Pleas of Virtue and 
Chaſtity, that Muuntain Honour thall not block his 
way. Sometimes he Woes her with the Promis'd Re- 
Rtauration of her 4/b4-n, the Re-inſtating ber in all 
her former Grandeur ; and if the Crown of A/bion 
will not purchaſe a Smile, he'll throw his own in, to 
make up the Sum. In ſhort, No Gallantry, Ad- 
dreſs; no Proteftations, Vows or Oaths, though nc'er 
ſo Extravagant, are wanting to purſue the Coy Dif- 


dainful Meſſalina : till one Morning in ber Walk , 


in the ſame Garden, his ſuccefiful Rhetorick prevails ; 
or rather M:ſſaline thinks ſhe has now heid out long 
enough to yield with Honour : For after his Repea- 
ted Proteftations of the Crowns and Scepters he would 
lay at her Feet, and the Vaſſa! World he would make 
her Miſtreſs of ; He told her, If Meſſalina woult 
but Condsſcend to Crown bu Love, be wonld pay bs 
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Aclnowledyment of ſo Divine a Bleſſing, with no leſt 
a Sacrifice then a hundred thouſand Chriſtian Lives. 
A hundred thouſand Chriſtian Lives } nty Generous 
Polydorus, replyed Meſſalma. Such Merit, ſuch Trane 
ſeendens Merit ) An Offering of that price enough to 
Court a Saint, and Win a Goddeſs. Such Eloquence is 
irreſiſtable; nay , the name of ſuch a Sacrifice fo 
pleaſed her, that had the ſtrongeſt Bonds of Conſcience 
held her, that fingle Thought had burſt the Feeble 
Manacle ; and the offering of fo much Heretick 
ſtreaming Blood , were ſuch an Atonement, as would 
not only ex;iate but conſecrate the very Sin it ſelf, 
So pleaſed and fo conquer'd, ſhe generouſly teils the 
Raviſh'd Polydorus, That ſhe will expe bim at 
Veſper-time, when ſhe all ſend all her Retinue to 
the Moſque to their Dzvotion, and Attend by Comte 
pany in ber Cloſet. 

Polydorus being now Arrived at the Haven, juſt up« 
on entring to the Inland cf Paradice 3 the Hour, 
the Place, the Means and Opportunity all afſigned 
for the Conſummating of his. Happineſs; and what 
heightned the Charm, his Divine M:{«/:na her felf 
the generous Deſigner of the whole Scene of Felicity ; 
the Plot, the Introduction and Cor. duct to this mare 
then happy Meeting, ſo much her own. that poſfiibly, 
our Amorous Monarch could not conceive more 
Rapture at the Queens Concetlion of her Higheſt Fae 
vours themſelves, then at the Endearing management 
of the bleft Minute to beſtow them ; even the Portal 
to Happinels being cfcentimes with Lovers no leſs Ra- 
viſhing, then the very Temple cf Bliſs, to which it 
leads. In ſhort, All things contributing to make 
him the Happieſt Prince in the World ; whether a 
Soul, fo unbounded, as that of Polydorus, whom the 
Empie of the Univerſe (tis very well known) would 
H 3 bardly 
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hardly fatirfy, bad the T1anſports of his Paſſion, as 
exalted az thoſe of his Ambition ; and was thereby 
elevated above the Common Height of an ordinary 
L- vers Excafy ; let it ſuffice, his Joy, his u :expreſſi- 
lt: Joy was fſach, as burnt in his Face, and glowed 
in his very Eyes; and the expected Enjoyment of 
Meſſalina was at that Moment a Trophy above all 
the Conqueſts that either his Sword, or hs more Vi- 
Etorious G O LD ever won him. But to leave vur 
Royal Lover to all his Furious Longings, Impattent 
ExpeCtings, and Refilefs Burnings, thoſe Amorous 
crowding Attendants, that always make the Leading 
Cavalcade to the Coronation of Love: My Reader 
muſt be intreated to inter: upt his Expectation of the 
facceſs of this Grand S-ene of our two Imperial Ina- 
morato's, by the ix terpofing of a little Comical In» 
trigue of Latiila, ihe Cambrian Princes Nurſe ; 
which, whether by a Frolick of Fortune, for ſome par» 
ticular Diverfion of that Fickle Deity, or by meer 
common chance, it matters not ; caſually intermixing 
it ſelf in this Sublimer Amour, muft make up a part 
of our Hitftory. 

It is not unknown to the World what Artful Ten 
derneſs our Meſſalina bas all along expreſt for that 
dear Infant. Bat indeed, "twas the (ubtleft part ſhe 
had to Pay, and therefore it muſt be Acted to the 
Life. In the late Storm that drove ber trom the left 
Kingdom of A1l5;9n, and caſt her on the Galrck Snore, 
* however that darling Infant, with all the Tendereſt 
Care, was preſerved from the Univerſal Shipwrack, 
and not only the honeſt Bric-kill Nurſe that Sack!<d it, 
was Carried over with the Queen, and her Cambrian 
Nurſery ; but alſo the very Warming-van Midwife too, 
croſt the Hering-pond with her Royal Mriſtrefs 3 
and as fome think very timcly and pregertly, for 
fear 
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fear of that Inquifition from the Grandees of Albi. 
on, had ſhe ventured to have ftaid behind, that poſs 
fibly would have put her to that Teft her Circum- 
ſtances would not well bear ; though truly for a 
; fairer Face to the World, 'twas Induſtriouſly given 
out , That her Majefty was with Child again, and 

therefore the Midwife's Attendance being her Maje- 
| ſties ſpecial Command, "twas her Duty to wait on 
her Royal Miftreſs to what = of the World ſoever 
# her Misfortunes ſhould carry 
The Amour of Meflalina bo Pol _ on LS 
. Lycogenes Retiring to Ibernia,) 
are forced to the Compleating + Jo 
Sbjct of 4 Fourt _———w—__ 
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THE Bookſeller has been 
| Adviſed to Add the fol- |: 
lowing Aey, for the benefit of} || 
the meancſt Capacity, in under-! 
ſanding the whole Hiſtory of} 
Meſfalina. i 


A Eien, England. Belgick , Holland. Gothland, {|| 
+3 France, Iberia, Ireland, St. Zaques, St. James 
Atha Reps lis, Whitehall. Forreſt of -Se. Jaques, St 
James's Park. Pagan Temples, es of Alhic 
of Diana ; all ſignifies Romith Maſs-Houfes 
and Chappets. Waters of Bae, the Minerals of Bath 
Driconmydes, C. I. Lycagenes, J. JI. rwo Brother 
late Kings of England. Anaximander Prince of the i 
iawlands, The then Prince of Orange, our nov 
our Gracious Sovereign. Artemi/a, the then Prin 
ceſs of Orange, our now Gracious Sovereizn Quee 
philidelphdj 


DLJadelnh: ler Roya mg $s the Princeſs of Den«- 
mark. Polyerates, the North#rn Prince, His" Roy1l 
| Highneſs" the Prince _ of _Deamark.. _Me/ſalina, the. 
late Queen. The huge Prince in Italy, the late Duke 
" of Modena. Bonerges the High Prieſt, the Pope. 
Pagan, Papiſt. Corte Davila, Dada; the Popes late 
Nuncio ar the Court of England. Father Pedro, the 
Jeſuit Peters, Latroon, T yrconnel, the Rebbel De- 
puty of Ircland. Aſpaſia, the Deputics Wife. 

Marchioneſs de Tomazo a great Friend of Don Tomazo 
ali s, Tom Dangerfield Toung Sanfifore, a Baron of 
Rome, and Gallant of Meflalina before ſhe came for 
England. » Father Sebaſtian; A. B. Ellis, Titular A.\ 
B.. of York. Madam de Elvira, An Italian Jilt, one 
concern'd in the Warming-pan Intrigue. Cleone, 
# Doxie of Tyrconnels. Madam Wilks, The Queens 
oughty Midwife. The' Water of St. Winifred, A 
ping in Wales. . Lady of Lorreeeo, The Popiſh term 
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The Fourth Part. 


Tis not nnknown to the World what Artful Ten» 

. derneſs our dear M:/ſalina, all along hasexpreſt for 
ther Cambrioy Prince, that ſhe carried over not only 
the honeſt Brick-Kiln Nurſe that Suckledit, Bur alſo 
he F/arming-pan Midwife to Croſs the Herring-pond 
ith her Royal Miſtreſs, and as ſome think very 
timely and prudently, for 
| fear 
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fear of that Inquifition from the Grandees of Albion, 
had The ventured to have ſtayed behind, that poſſibly 
might have put her to that Teft ker Circumſtances 
would not well bear ; though truly for a fairer Face 
to the World, 'twas induſtrioufly given out, That Her 
Maijefty was with Child again, and therefore the Mid- 
wifes Attendance being Her Mjefty's Special Com- 
mand, 'twas her Duty to wait on Her Royal Miſtreſs, 
tn what part of the World foever her Misfortunes 
ſhould carry her ; Her late Able p:rformance in De- 
livering the Queen of her Cambrian Heir, having re+ 
commended and call'd her (as ſhe vretended) to the 
Queens particular C:oice for her Skilful hiand at her 
next Lying-In. 

But to returh to our Nurſe, and her Intrigue we 
promiſed yon 3; Amongſt the publick and folemn Ad- 
drelſes avd Venecation made and paid by the Nobility. 
of the Gaulz to the Fair Queen of Albion, a great 
part of the Dayly Devotion, you may well gueſs, 
was offered to that young Prince. For if ſuch Sab- 


lime Blood, as was thought to run in that little Hermes 


Veins, exalted him! at ſcarce three Days o!d to the 
folemn Re-ception of Foreign Embaſf. - hs and gi- 
ving Audience to publick Miniſters, and that too in 
the Heretick Ln of A'b:on; You may eafily think 
that- the great Galican Yotaries, thoſe Pagan Wile 
men of the Weſt, (pardon the Auyfion) brought him 
no corhmon Oblation of Myrrh, Frankincenſe, @c, 
But of the Prince'y Crowd of D-votes, that amongſt 


their Orif2ps to Meſſalina, made their Homages 


to this Imperi.] Babe ; it happened that a young (Gal- 
lick Lord, Named L rforſe, a Min of a Noble Per- 
ſonage, miking' no little Fignre in Polydorus Court, 
but above «alla mizhty Adorer of the Female Sex ; 
and I'ke the nature! —— of the Gauls, a ge- 
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neral Adinirer of every new Face, without any great 
S:n of Conſtancy tov anſwer for : This Laforſe paying 
his Dzvoire to the Cambrian Prince, entertained a 
ftrong Inclination to his Nurſe. What he ſaw in her 
more then a gooil wholeſoine Complexion, and a 
plain-pun Cleanly Woman, we can't imagine; but 
take her altogether, as the miggor bit with him, no- 
thing would ſatisfy hins but an Amour with Latta. 
Her downright Country Innocence even to Clownith- 
neſs and Ruſticity, had ſomething in it, that at this 
tine Captivated him more then all the Allurements 
cf Wit, Humour, Gayety, High Blood, and H g'v r 
Pride. None of all the Court Stars, in all their 
Glory, at preſent took up ſo much of his Thoughts as 
Madam Nurſe. Laila he fancies for a Mi's, and 
La#ila's AﬀeRion he muſt Vanquiſh if he can. Ac- 
cordingly cur Lordly Lover under pretence of making 
Court to the Cambrian Prince, takes the dayly op» 
poitunity of Addrefling a Kind Look, and Kinder 
Complement to Lafila ; which he carefully pro:e- 
cutes with that particular Afliduity and Application, 
23 would beft ſuite the Humour and Breeding of ſuch 
a Miftrels. The poor Nurſe whether dazied with the 
Preſence, thz Looks and Garb of fo Glorious a Ser- 
vant ; or coi founded with fo fine Words from fo fine a 
Perſon, began at laſt not only to liflen, but 'o be 
pleaſed and tickled with fo Gallant a Suitor. It 
is nut worth our while to recount the ſeveral Court- 
ſhip Scenes between them ; to draw therefore to the 
Conſummatiag part of the Amour, it fell out ſo, that 
what through the Importunities ofthe Atfſayling Mon- 
ſeigneur, together with poor Latti[a's being ſeveral 
Months tyed up f.om all Recreations of that Kind, 
'a ſhickle for ſome Phyſical Reaſons always laid upon 
Mich Nurſes to Heirs of Quality ; ) which poflibly 


might 


(35) 


might heighten her Longing for what ſhe had fo long 
been kept Faſting from, and fo facilitate his Conquett 
upon her ; however fo "twas, that the Creature came 
to yield at laſt, And by an odd Caprice of Fortune, 
it happened that La#:74 was brought to the deliver- 
ing up of her Fort, the very fame day her Royal Mi- 
ſtreſs had Capitulated and Sign'd the Surrendez of 
hers. For the Fortunate Lover for his laſt Effort, 
lighting of a lacky Hour, when the Queen and all 
her Attendants, for the curiofity of ſeeing ten new 
Rais'd Regiments of Light-Horſe paſs under her Pal- 
lace Window, inthei: March towards the Rhine, were 
withdrawn into the Balcone of an outer Room ; had 
tne fatisfaction of finding his Dear La#:la with her 
little Nurſery all alene. To improvetherefore ſo kind a 
Minute to the beft advantage, throwing his Aras a= 
bout her Neck, and Afulting ker Lips (for thoſe 
outworks he had long ſince won) with a whole Vol- 
ley of Kiſſes; atlafthe cryed,Oh my Dear, dear Swoek 
Rogue, are theſe empty Embraces, theſe half-Foys all 
I muſt expe : When, Dear LaC&tilla, Oh when, will 
that Bieſt, happy, Raviſhing Minute come ? Poor 
Laila Interrupting him, R-plyed, Nay, fye my 
Lord; 4 Man of your great Quality throw amay your 
Thougbts upon ſo poor a Creature as I am ; If you 
would talk like your felf, methinks you Lordfo uld 
make your fine Speeches to none but Kings and Vueew; 
if you bave a mind then to ſhow your preat Breeding, 
you would do well to make your High Complumenes to 
thar lettle pretty young King im the Cradle there. 
No my Dear Lafilia, Replyed Lafor/e, F bave 
other better work to do at thi tim? ;, "tis time enough 
y0 make fine Speeches to that little young King, 4 
you call him, 20 years hence. T'we \ty years, quotha, 
[ Anſwers LB 1 By my troth, my Lord, no lon- 
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ger ago then we were laſt in Albion, as young as be 
#, and as many years as he wants, we bave had Tour 
outlandiſh great Lords and Baſſadours have mace ma- 
ny 4 Scholarly Speech, and a great many fine Compit» 
ments to him too ; But above all, I ſhall never forget 
the Baſſadour of Catalonia : that great tall Man, 
with a rueful dun Face, and a ſwinging pair of black 
Whickers, no ſooner came to recetve Audience of my 
little Maſter here, but the poor Baby fell a Roaring at 
him, and would not endure the fight of bim. On my 
Conſcience, my Lord, the poor Lamb ,,ras as much 
frighted, as ever by Father was at Ci _Bury ; and 
upon my Womnhood I believe it, had it been able, 
would have run away as faſt too ; I vow and ſwear my 
Lord, "'rwas ſo terribly ſcared at him, that I profeſi 
I] could ſcarce get it ſweet again in an bour after. 
The Lord could not forbear Smiling at this Innccent 
Relation ; which downright Language of La#zlla's, 
28 a Novel Charm to him, was one ot the geateſt 
Whets to tis Jnclination for her. But as Lſalkirg 
was not his preſent buſineſs, he puſht on the matter 
a little more Vigorovuſly, :n1 told her a meeting ſhe 
muſt and ſhon1id give him, that ſhould more com- 
pleatly Bleſs ,jn, then all the fainter Favours ſhe 
had already b. ſtowed upon him. The poor Nurſe, 
after a great mary other urging, and at laſt prevail- 
ing Arguments, could refiſt vo longer ; and truly at 
hft told him, That sf he had any thing more to [ay 
go ber, the only time ſhe had to give him the hearmg 
with Convenience, was at Veſper time ; for, lays ſhe, 
the Queen and ber Attendants are all then ſo devout, 
(ehough truly I know not how it comes about that they 
are ſo over and above Religious here, then they uſed 
20 be in Albion, unleſs Misfortune and Miſeries make 
Folk Piows) that they riever miſs Prayers ; and be- 
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cauſe I, and only 1 am one of thoſe Pim Things they 
call Hererichs, my little Muſter, and my ſelf, excep'- 
ins ſome Guards in the onter Rooms, are always [+ft 
alone; and if your Lordlkips Intentions are Hon«ſt 
and Virtuous (as Þ truſt in Haven, they are,) if you 
bave any thing more to tall tn me, you may come then 
and we/come. The Happy Monſeignenr at this ge- 
nerons and cvnying Afſiignation. made by his kind 
La#illa, (for theie never wants Womans Wit even in 
Simplicity it (elf on ſuch an occafion) felt a Delight 
Anſwerable to the fatizfaCtion fo accep'able a Min- 
ute would give him, and reſolving to Return at the 
appointed Honr with that defired Honeſty and Vir- 
tue 2s ſhould be beſt agreeable to her, leaves his fare- 
wel in a Kiſs, and Whiſpers in her Ear, that ſhe ſhould 
find him a Man of Honour ; and fo Retires, and 
falls in with the Ladies in the Balcone. The 
poor Nurſe waiting for the Veſpers , (which in- 
deed was the firſt time that ever ſhe had a kindneſs 
for the Pagan Worſhip before) found her Expecta- 
tion a little baulkt, when the Queen pretending In- 
diſpoſition refuſed to go to Prayers ; at which the 
Ladies likewiſe in Complaifance to her Mijefty re- 
ſolved not to go neither, but ſtay and pay their At- 
tendance to the Queen ; which the Qneen abſolute» 
ly forbid, Commanding them all to go to Prayers, 
and leave her onely to her Nurſe till their Return. 
The Ladies accordingly Retiring ; at their Depar- 
tare, the Queen inſtead of Staying in the Bed-Cham- 
ber with the Child and Nurſe, bil La#:/a have a 
Care of the Prince, for ſhe had occafions to Retire 
into her Cloſet, where ſhz- would not be difturb'd. 
This give L48:i/[/a ſome little hopes again ; for the 


"Cloſet being on the farther fide of a large Room of 


State lying beyond the Bz2d- Chamber, ſh2 fancied 
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her dear Lord might gain Acceſs withont any Baulk, 
at that Diftance and Retirement, from any thing of 
the Queens Interruption of them. No ſooner was 
the Queen got into the Cloſet, but Count Davilahb, 
having received a Packet from Albion juft at the 
Chappel Door, defers his Devotion, ard finding 
matter of Importance in it, together with an incloſed 
Packet for M:/[a/ina, with Commands of a Delivery 
at Gght, and with Orders of I nmediate Communi- 
cation with the Queen, about Afﬀairs that required a 
ſpeedy Reſult ; the Count in purſuance of his Orders 
received, haſtes inſtantly to the Queen, and deliver- 
ing ber her Packet, together with the InftruCtions 
conain'd in his own, requefts her ſpeedy Conference, 
The Queen was much ſurprized at his Approach, 
and inno ſmall D:l:mma, for if ſhe diſmift him with» 
out Reading her Packet, and Conferring with him as 
defired by the King her. Husband , ſhe ſhould be 
Guilty of a Fanlt highly againft the CharaCter of that 
ReſpeX and Duty ſhe ever paid him,and which in hig 
preſent Cirevmſtances would be an unpardonable neg- 
let; and if onthe other fide ſhe ſtay'd in her Cloſe 
or Chamber to Read her Letters, and Debate theit 
Contents, ſhe was Jealous that the appointed Viſt of 
Polydorws at fo unſeaſonable an Hour as the Queens 
known Retirement, would give matter of Suipicion 
to the Count ; and which beſtdes her unwillingneſs to 
diſguft a Perſon whom ſhe was not yet prepared to 
difoblige and quite break with, might thereby raiſe 
fome Blemiſh upon her Reputation. Between theſe 
two Conſiderations. with a ſnldain Preſence of Mind, 
ſhe thought of this Expedient, which was to Invite the 
Cornet down into the Garden, and there Difpatch the 
Conference : whereupon ſhe defired bim to Walk 
down with her; and as ſhe paft by the ——— 
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ſhe told the Nurſe whither and with whom fſhewas 
going, and bid herexpect her Return immediately. 
By this P:ojetion ſhe thought Pulydorw cuming in 
her abſence according to appointment, and not find- 
ing her withis, would undoubtedly ask the Nurſe for 
her, and thereby informed, be Iuvited to ſtay, and 
Attend her R-turn. 

At the Q1eens Departure it was juſt drawing to- 
wards the Evening, being a little paſt Sun-ſet : And 
Lalla extraordinarily pleaſed to think ſhe ſhould 
have the whole Lodgings free, and by that means, if 
her Lord kept Touch, enjoy all the Privacy and 
Freedom her Heart could wiſh; being truly in her 
Nature a little more fearful. anc! ſomething baſhfuller 
inan Amourous Tranſgreſſion, then the Fairer Court 
Sinners generally more haiden'd,and more Couragious 
at a Love Advemure, had a'ready drawa all: the very 
Window Curtaios of the B2d. Chamber cloſe, to be as 
much Retired as poſſibly ſhe could, _— Juft as the 
Queen war got down the Back-Stairs, Enters the King 
by the other Stairs, and immediately with all the bafte 
cf an Invited Lover makesto the Cloſet ; but finding 
the Queen not there, and -imaginiug ſhe might bein 
the B:d-Chamber Trips az Nimbly hither. The 
Nurſe heiring ſome body Wa!k crofs th? Room cf 
State, with that eager pace that ſpoke him a Lover, as 
ſhe thought by his Tread ; and not doubting any 
other, bur that hzr Dear Lord was come; in a kind of 
a Painick Fear, fiiting Perdue upon the Bed behind 
the Cu. taias, and almoft Trembling to confider what 
ſhe waz going 1o do, not daring as ſhe thought to 
Expoſe her Bluſhes tothe Light, (Leing the firſt time 
of her offending in that kind ) out of pure Mcdeſty 
puts ont the Candle. The King juſt: upon his En- 
trance into the Bed-Chatuber, fancying uothing elſe 
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but Love cou'd put out the Light, tHat it's own might 
blaze the bolder, and conſequently the Golden Minute 
was now his own, makes his Inſtant Approach to the 
Bed, and Graſping in his Arms his yeilding though 
m:ſtaken Sacrifice, and breakinz out into a Rapture 
of —— My Life. my Soul, my H: ven, my Eternity, 
with Two or Three more ſuch Pious and high flown 
Ejaculations, the uſnal D-vation of Lovers, (thoſe 
few ſhort Preliminaries (t5 ſay Truth) being as much 
as the }.trle Patiencecf munch Love con'd diſpenſe with) 
without ſtaying for cne Syllable of Reply from his 
Twining M-(trefs, for indecd her Etev-te4 Thoughts 
we e too full for her Tongie to get Vent; belies 
ſhe had her Mouth ſo ſwe:tiy ftopt, that ſhe wanted 
Power as weil as Leiſure for t-IKing ; Pulydorits with 
out farther Ceremony immeiliately Ruſhes into tee 
B»>ſom, Launches into a Torre"t of Blis, and Riots 
and Revels in unutterable Dzlizht ; for Meſſalina, 
tis Angel Meſſalina, fil'd both his Arms and his Soul ; 
ſo Potent is Imagination, that Deity-like, what ſhe 
E 1joys ſhe Creates. Tae Raviſhing D4!lliance ended, 
with'no Love loft on either fids ;: Fur Monſieneur 
wazas Divinely Charming to the Raviſht Lattla, 


as Meſſalina conid be to Polydorus , apd the very ' 


Grandeur -of a Lord in ber Arms, ( thovgh otherwiſe 
perhaps no heartier a Perf,xrmer thea her own boreſt 
Lime-Pit Cl2d-Pate Drudge in Alb::n ,) had fv 
mach outvyed the poorer fatisfatticon of her Man of 
Clay and Sea-Cole. her Sponle at home ; that in pure 
Gratitude tor the Hononr as well as the Pieaſure the 
had received, having not only recovered both breaths 
and leiſure for a kind word or two of her owns but 
alſo gotten a little more Afﬀirance then befcre { for 
Love ſoon makes Equal ty ) ſh2 turn'd to het: Pant- 
ing, as ſr thovoht Leforſe, ard throwing hier Arms 
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about his Neck, thinking it her turn to ta]k a little 
Amorouſly now ; Well my dear Laforſe ( lays ſhe) 
I hope you have no reaſon now, to think your poer 
Lattilla ſo hard-heerted as you have ſometimes told 
Ler ſhe was, for if ſuch Love as mine — —- Ladtilla! 
cries Polydorms, ſtarting up from the Bed, in a 
ſurprize ſo killing, that not the Ghoſts and Spectres 
of all the Chriſtian Victims his own Edits had ever 
doom'd , or his Booted Diſciples executed ; nay 
nor all his broken Leagues turn'd Goblins, could 
have Stagger'd hum more. At firſt, in the heighth of 
Agony and Bitterneſs of Soul, he thought 'twas a 
Trick of Meſſaline's; that his tugh-flown Ambition 
of attempting the Queen of Albjon's Verrue, had 
put her Pride and Scorn upon this Stratagem of pu- 
niſhing his Audacious Love by ſo contemptible and 
deſpicable a Creature Foyfter'd upon him : Such Dirt 
and Rubbiſh in the Arms of Polydorw.' The Tranſ- 

rtof that thought, and his Sentiments of 
0 J ny mn) an Afﬀront, could hardly with-hold 
him from drawing has Sword and Executing his Fury, 
( h never ſo unmanly, ) on the Heart of that 
Sordid Engine and Tool, m this Infolent manner 


were ſoon ſupprefſt by ſome kinder thoughts of Meſſs- 
lins, 1t being um le, as he thought, for ſo ſ- 
lent a Creature to be ſo great a Jilt, or rather greater 
Devil, as thus piece of Impofture muſt render her. 
Befides, were the all the Furics and Feinds of her 
NE ee Ge: KR 
oy, very , . 
would never ſuffer her ro make choice of this, of all 


gainft him.) For whatever Stratagems a Great Wo- 
manmight make uſe of to _ pm— Spighe, 
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Malice, Hate, or any other Paſſion ; ſhe would never 
turn Bawd for any of them. That part of his Fear 
upon thele Recollections being pretty well clear'd up, 
he reſolved however to ſatisfie himſelt by ſome Inter- 
rogatories to Lafille (as much as he could make with- 
Qur diſcovery of his Perſon, what Sorcery, Enchant- 
ment, or Malicious Devil of Fortune had Snared him 
mo ſo poor a Nooſe as the Arms of Lefilis; a 
Thought that fo much Diſguſted his Haughty Pride, 
that he would nor, for the Price of a Kingdom, 
be made fo much the Jeſt of the World, as ſo Humble 
and Courſe a Love Adventure, ( he fancied ) if it 
ſhould rake Air, would render him ; more eſpecially 
if t ſhould get to the Ear of Meſſalinz ; for his meer 
Indignation could never digett to ſhameful a Re- 
proach, that his Imperial Careſles (though never ſo 
innocently } ſhould be Debaſed to ſo Sordid an Em- 
brace. And theretore, if for no other Reafon, from 
Her above the reft of the World he muſt endeavour 
to fifle the Diſcovery of this Accurſed Accident : 
Turning then to La#illz, (who fhill lay upon the Bed 
in no {mall Surprize, and as you may imagine, m no 
leis wouble at her Dear Lords fo abrupt and unki 
Start from her Arms. ) Well, Dear 1 atilla, fays Poly- 
dorm, I hege the Queen has no Swſpicion of our hind- 
neſs ——>— The Queen! ſuddenly reply'd Laftille, 
Good Heaven f:rbi4! ſhould my Lady Meſſalina know 
what I bave been doing, the more Nauzhty Man you, 
—— — Bus what do you fear? Who, I, ber Nurſe, and 
let the Queen hnow I Lay with a Man, and Spoil'd 
the Princes Milk ! Not for a Thouſand Pound ! To be 
Burnt for Herefie, cor Hang'd for High Treaſon 4- 
geinſt that little Princely Babe, would be tbe leaft I 
tool for in this Pagan Land. No, my Dear 
Lord, we poor Countrey Folks are not (0 dag 
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how ſimple ſoever we may be in other matters, we haut 
always Wit enough in our Loves : and if my Dear Lord © 
can be kind wk —_ 4 Thing as I am; never © 
fear Queens nor Empereſſes diſcovering of ns ; let me 
alone to take care of that. This Innocent Anſwer of 
[ifs (excopan the Relentments of lo Nanſe- 
ous a miſtake, and ſo unhappy a diſappointment, 
which he could not yet ſo eaſily, Conquer ) ſatisfied 
all the reft of Po/ydors diſquiers ; for now he plainly 
found, that the Nuries miſtaking him for the Lord 
Laforſ:, had not oneiy dilpel'd all has firſt ungenerous 
Suſpictons of Meſſalinz, ( a Thought, which how 
Momentary ſoeyer it laſted, he could now hardly for- 
give himſelf tor ) by convincing him, that not only 
Fortune was the true and only }ilt tkat had = thas 
Trick upon him ; but allo by Vertue of his fill paſſing 
for the ſuppoled Laforſe, rogerher with the Favour 
of the Dark, he had now an opportunity of Mar 
off utterly undiſcovered, and defying the u 
Malice of his Stars themſelves to expoſe hys ſhame. 
Without any ſtay therefore, or any other parting 
Compliment, then Adjeu Dear Lattilia, I'le ſee thee 
again very (peedily, he Starts our of the , 
and clapping the Door after him, leſt any of the 
Lights in the Room of State ſhould give her ſo much 
as a glimpſe of tis Back- fide, he bolts down the Back- 
Stairs with all the Expedinonihe could make. He 
was not gotten three paces below the Foot of the 
Stairs, but Meſſalins croſſing a Walk in the Garden 
popt juſt upon him, who by this time having adjuſted 
matters, and diſpatcht the Count, was indeed with no 
leſs haſte Retuwning to her Cloſet in Expedtance of Po- 
lydorus, whoſe ExpeRtation by this time ſhe might pol- 
bly have over heighten'd ; if not a littleqtryed Pa- 
tience. But meeting ay moving off in hafte. 
3 ay 
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My Lord the King, why ſo faſt? IT hope the Face of 
Meſſalina bes nothing ſo Terrible in it, as to fright 
you. The King, between Surprize and Contufion, 
occafion'd by the fight of Meſſalins, and the freſh 
embrance of his unfortunate Adventure with 
the Narſe, his own Conſciouſneſs of which, though 
unknown to the World beſide, made him Redden 
with a Bluſhalmoſt Scarler deep, though the growing 
Night partly conceal'd the diicovery of it ;) what 
through the ſuddenaeſs of this Encounter, and the 
—_ of his Thoughts, being not well provided 
with words ro Anſwer her, was ſtudying for a 
Reply, when the Queen continued ; Fell, Polydorus, 
I e y0u found but dull Entertainment above, by 
your hafte in running away ; though if the Expeftation 
of my Company had been worthy of one Minutes long- 
er . Diſpenſarion, and your patience not quite Ex- 
haufted, I bad return'd to tell you, that the Receipt of 
an Expreſs from Lycogenes, brought me by Count 
Davilah, drew me ſome Minutes into the Garden. 
The Contents of which yequiring ſome ſhort Confer- 
ence "between us, I took him down thither for it, leſt 
your expeffed Viſit at that time, 20 4 p'ying Eye, or 4 
cenſuring Thought, might bave oflrded matter of 
Surmiſe 16 my diſadvantage. But that fear is now 
, for I have given him(uch a Diſpatch as may aſ- 
ſure Polydorus, thb4t Meflalina canno: be guilty of 
forgerfulneſs —— This: obliging Language of the 
Queen, a$1it could not but infinitely Charm the A- 
morous- Polydorws, fo 1t could not but as much 
diftraft him roo. For to tell her, he had been in 
her. Aparement, and ſtay'd there for her not full a 
Quarter of.an hour, ( for indeed his whole Ingrels, 
and Regrels from Le#ills, was an Execution 

no more Minurtes diſpatch, ) and that truly (ler him 
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mince itin as fine words as he pleasd) he had not 
patience to wait longer, though for ſo Divine a Bleſ- 
ling as the Poſſeſſing of Meſſalins, would be an ex- 
cuſe impardonable. And on the other fide, to own 
the Truth of his Adventure, that frighted him 
thence; that Thought was all Death Hell, and 
not W1!d Horſes could draw him to ſo ſhameful a 
Confeſhon. In this diftraftion of Thoughr, it came 
at laſt into his Head, to tell her, That if ber ſurpriz- 
ing Abſence at ſo bleſt an hour, and after ſo Sclemn 
and Generous an Engagement, that bad ſo intively 
f1l'd his Heart, and taken up every Faculty of bis Soul, 
might run him into any Impatiences or Extravagances 
worthy & Rebuke, as bis nos waiting longer for her 
Retarn, and bis over-yealom coming down in Queſt 
afier ber , might be ; however, he hoged ſhe would 
excuſe all Effes, bow blameable ſoever, that had no 
other than the Tranſport of her Charms, and bis own 
Paſſion for their Cauſe. The Queen made him an 
obliging Anſwer, and told him, She was wery well 
ſatisfied, the Fault that was, being of her own fide. 
Bat fince interpoſing Buſineſs had made ber lapſe ſome 
Minutes in her Promiſe, bewever, ſhe would make Re- 
faration for it, and if he pleaſed 10 Return with ber, 
&s ſhe bad Expedited her Husbands Expreſs, ſhe was 
now 4t briſure 10 liften to any Expreſſes of Polydorus, 
and as ready to Diſpatch them. At which, giving her 
Hand to Polydorus, which he received with a pro- 
found Reverence, they Returned back again, 

King only Murmuring all the way to himſelf, to 
think what good ſubſtantial Love he had lately Pro- 
diga!lly Laviſhr, or rather thrown away ; and which 
m his preſent Payment might be ſomething wanted 
to make up his Sum. But above all it grated his 
very Soul to think, that ſo Abjet a Creature as 
B- M Ladtilla 


(46) 


LaFilla 1:3 Ra Oi confiderable a part of what 


was ſr a1 re, 11,0 2.018 torhe Divinity of Meſſalins. 
Nev, of nyc ns "e, hadpgor rhe farit ſtart roo in 
Lows ++ :,-uch, thathe mu be forced to come all 


S+!1;c4 and Defiled, ( for alefs Taint he could not 
fanry it ) to fuch Celeſtial Embrac:s. But to bring 
our Lovers tothe Cloſet ; the Door Shut ; and the 
Qneen thrown upon her Couch, and Polydorus by 
her fide; ſhe caſt thoſe Languiſhing Dying Looks 
upon him enough to Thaw a Stoick, and Fire an 
An:trret. The King who needed no Invitation, but 
a'ready' Mdlrzd into Kiſſing, Toying, Dallying, Em- 

bracing , Twin'ng , all thoſe Outworks of Felicity 
the —_— Reatityde onely unpoſleft ; Nay, and 
even That roo juſt entring, and on the very Brink of 
Paradice ; Oh ! too imbecile to graſp at ſo Divinea 
Treaſure, though admitted even into all the whole 
fragrant Raviing Bed of Sweets ; Alas, he wanted 
frrength to Crop the Flower. -— At this accurſed 
Darmn'd D:%ar (no Name too black, nor Thought 
to tnd-ous for it ) poor Polydorus fell down by her 
ſide upon rhe Couch ſo Abaſht, and ſo Confounded, 
that he could have wiſht al! the Graves, that his own 
Siward e're Digg'd, to Swallow him; or ſome kind 
Mounrairt, high as the Cryes, if poſſible, of all his 

ow! Mirtyr'd Chriſtians Blood, to cover his ſhame 
The 'Quiezn her ſelf no leſs Defeated, though not 
ſo much Abaſhr, ( for in ſuch Caſes the Failure is ne- 
ver in their Sex ) perceiving his Confuſion, threw her 
Arms. about his Neck, and laid her Cheek ſo cloſe 
to' his, as if ſhe had reſolved to ſhew, that ſhe eirher' 
did not, or would not ſee his Diſorder ; a Behaviour, 

which carryed not only Endearment in it but Poli 
too For to triumph overWeakneſs,and jocque or cajole 
an unp*rforming Lover, as ſome fooli renting 
auties 


_- 
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Reauties in ſuch diſappointments have done, has 
lometimes been too wel! known, to their own lols, 
to have given that intifre Check even to much 
ounger and abler Nerves, than ”uly:lorus, a8 has Inva- 
dared a whole Aſlignation : Whereas. -of the con- 
trery, an Unconcern or Endearing Conmvance at 
Erailty, hasencouraged the Retreating Unlucceedi 
Afailant, to Rally agam, come on, new Storm, an 
Corquer. Poiydorzs in all this 'taggering Sheck, ex- 
cepting ſome Reſtlets Starts and Flings, and now and 
then a Murmuring rougher.ſort of Breathing betwixt 
a Sigh and a Groan, that ipoke better for him, ut- 
tered not one Syllable ; his Rage being too big tor 
Words, and his Shame, alas, roo Odious to be Pal- 
hated with Eloquence, had he RecolleQion or Senſe 
enough abour him to ſtudy for any. Meſſa/ing all 
this while, as a Cordial againſt a Pang ſo violent, pe- 
nerouſly plyed him with all the hea'mg Balm hat 
her' kindeft Kiſſes, Toying, Careſles, and Embraces, 
could give him : tall Polyderxs at lengrh ſo ſweeren d, 
new warm'd, and enlivened again, by fuch Langurſh- 
ing, Meltmg, but above all ( her brighteſt Attribute } 
fuch Forgiving Divimrty, began to feel new Anima- 
mg Fires; and to Retrieve hs Honour, withall 
the Prowets ofa Recovered Champion, he Renews 
the Afault orice more. Bur the ſecond fucceſs too like 
the firft ; a meer thin Airy Flaſh and ineffeftual Fire. 
— Art this laſt Defeat he could hold no longer, but 


| ſtarted from the Couch, and flew into that Storm 


and Rage, Madneſs and half Deſperation, that no 
Execrations agaimft himſelf, or Invocations aqui 
Heaven and Farth wetze too ternble for han : till the 

ing — Fe, Fe, my Lord, why alt 


this Rage, this moſt Mrmanly Rage ! Why do you thu 


ankhindly phey your own Tormerier > Can Polydornas 
M 3 Execute 
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Execute before I Sentence» The Funiſhment's Iinjuſt 
that comes before the Sin : and I know none —— 
No Sin | Not Poldorus finn'd againſt his Meſſalinz ! 
[ Interrupting her. ] Oh Injur'd Madam, Your Di- 
vine Innocence knows not the Weight of my Accur(- 
ed Guilt, a Load would fink a Wor!d, Oh that Vile, 
Black, ns), Damn'd — [_ Caftinga Furious Eye 
towards the Bed-Chambzr then turning towards 
the Queen. ] Buff, Monſter, Traytor as I am — 
The Queen| fopping him. ] Ney, no more my Lord, 
Wrong not your ſelf with theſe unjuſt Reproaches 3 
what you would c all your Crime, perhaps 1 ue reaſon 
to eſteem your Glory ; perbaps you Love me t00 well, 
#nd that has been the cauſe. Defire ſometimes has been 


' foild even by Defire ; and Loving bauk'd by Love. 


Alas, my Lord, there are Heavens even above Hea- 
ven, 4nd it may be your Extafie bas rapt you above 
your Paradice. And to vecdll your Peace, I am con- 
rent to be ſo Vain, to think my Charms have had that 
Power. Oh Royal Excellence ( replyed Poydorus ) 
[ Aſtornſh'd at ſo Amazing a Kindnels. ] Tou are ſo 
Divinely good, thas 10 lay hold of ſuch Tranſcendent 


Grace to ſave me, without Deſert, would but double *© 


wy Daennation, At which he began to launch out 
imo ſuch bitter Reviling and Railing againſt him- 
ſelf, that the Queen not knowing their true Cauſe, 


to think ofa new Style to recover his Reaſon, + 


therefore was reſolved to Rally hum irito his right 
Wits again. Well Sir, If this won't ſatisfy you, per- 


haps I have 4 new Diſcovery will anſwer all. I have ": 
either Heard or Read ſomewhere ( no matter which ) 
[ Smilingh ] of Enchantment wſed in this caſe. "Tis © 


wot the firſt time, that Malice, and the Malice of 4 
Woman too ( for ſuch they ſay there are in the World ) 


bar mate.of. of Hole ts ſes the rpc 
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of Lovers ; and the tying 'f a Magical Knot ( as ſome 
fuch praftice, you know not, may have been uſed upon 
you ) and the Wiuchcraft of an [/|-Tongue have ſome- 
times had that ſtrange Power. Bewitcht by an [ll- 
Tongue, Madam ! ( replyed Polydorus ) Oh Madam! 
[ Sighing ] There went more then a'l [!l-Tongues ( Con- 
found x Enchanteſs ) to the Bewitching of me. Ty- 
ing of Knots too fay you ? A Plague of the Knors 1 
Tye! Oh that Sprigheful , Confounded Witch, Hag, 
Forcereſs, Beaſt, Bawd, Strumper——| he had almcK 
ſaid LaRilla ] Beaſt, Bawd, Strumpst ! When Meſſa- 
lina Interrupring bim, What Beaſt, Bawd ? Fortune 
Madam, Fortune, ( RecolleCting himſelf ) that File, 
that Cheat, that Harlot, thas Impudent Harlot, Fqr- 
tune, the ſpight of my Stars, and the Malice of the 
Gods, that envyed my Immortal Happineſs , and in 
downright Gall, rank, Gall, Hemlock, Wormood, 
Poiſon, have ranſakt Hell, and Muſter d at the Imps 
of Lucifer to rob me of my Bliſs. 
The Harange had went on, had not Fernacos Ap- 
roach, a nimble Forerunner before the rett of the 
ealots returned from their Devotion, giving them 
warning to retreat from the Cloſler, 
and the King to prepare himſelf for A neceſſary 
the appearance of a more indiffte- precaution often 
rent Viſitor, which with much ado wanted by Meſs 
he endeavour'd; though the con- falina. 
cernment in his Face was not eafily 
maſterable. The Court beginning to fill ſoon after; 
Meſſalina produced, and Read her Expreſſes,” im- 
— the Landing of her Lycogenes in one” of the 
orts of Gorbland, a piece of News not ungratefu] to 
the whole Company, fince it brought them the Ex. 
petation of the ſpeedy Honour of (o Royal a Gu: ft 
in the Gallic Court, ' and which indeed had been the 
N Subje 
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$ybjeZ of no Common ſaying, had not the fatal Cauſe 
that lent them that Honour much rebated the De- 
lizht. The Queen told them further, That ſbe had 
before communicated the Contents to Polydorus, to 
lc) indeed ſhe was ovliged to lum for his pleaſans Vi- 
fic.. Yes Madam, readily anſwered Polydorus, I came 
co ohzy your Commanas, and the Care and Applicats 
1, fhatl makg for a Reception. ſuitable to the Majeſty of 
Albion, fball Convince the World that the Bonds that 
have tied the Hearts of Lycogenes and Polydorus are 
Eternal. : | 
Some Days after Lycogenes arrives, neither unlookt 
for,” neither welcome ; for they knew he came to 
them like a "Gamefter at an Ordinary, that had loſt 
all his Money, and came for a new Recruit. By my 
Soul, our Lycopenes, I have had-ill Luck ; but Fle 
Play t'orher Game for't, *'Tis ill veoturing upon a 
Loaſers Hand quoth Pahdorys; Sift, quoth L 
Lend me but other Threeſcore Touland Pounds, 
ang you ſhall-have all Ireland for it. Sir, faid he, 
then proceeding, Remember. the Proverb, He that 
Eugland megns to win, with Ireland muſt begin. That 
is a Proverb I haye often heard, quoth Pol Z 
butt iLend you this Threeſcore Thouſand 
Be have all Leland to my felf, Tie ſend Officers of 
ny own 10 fake —_ of all the Imployments in 
that Kingdom.; you ſhall have notbing to do there, 
Not I by my Soul, quoth Lycogenes, I will have no« 
thing to do there 5 Ile only be your Deputy there, 
L'le receive the Sword from Tyrcaanel in your Napie, 
and Execcve your Commands by your. Authority. 
- Theſe Conditions being Sign'd and Sealed between 
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this time a fair Cover for whatever ſhould :fter had. 
pen, ſhould the really chance to be Impregnarec!, 
And therefore being preſent az the Colloque berwecu 
her Husband Lycogenes and her Champion Polyorus. 
She at the ſame nme tipr the wink upon Poly40rus, 
and pointed to the middle of her Placket ; which to 
inflam'd Polydorus, that he was as ready to Corndef- 
_ to Lycogenes , as 'Lycogenes was to Demand of 
im. 

During theſe Tranſactions of a higher Nature, and 

a deep Intrigue between the rwo Monarchs and the 
Monarchefs. La Force plyd his buſineſs with LaQ:l- 
la. Tis trne La Force had brought ker to his Bow, 
but the Confummation of Pleaſure being interrupted, 
as yon have already heard 3 that interruption 
brought La2i!/a to bethi'k her (elf. For, not to 
conceal the Truth, Lala, honeſt Lat#:lla, Nurſe 
in O:dinaty to the Gallick Prince, ſhe trom whom 
the S1vereign Swayer of the Britrſh Scepter was to 
{nk his Maſculine ubbrnathy had been dabling al- 
dy. Which made her out of a Scrup'e of Cone 
{-ience begin to contrive, which way ſte {hon'd pag 
off La Foice, For, Lord quoth the, mvit 1 Adul- 
terate the Milk that Suckles the Monarch of Th:ce 
Kingdoms. So that when La Force came to Reites 
rate lis Addreſſes to her, ſhe dealt with him like a 
p'ain good honeſt Country Nurſe, and to!d him, rat 
the had placed her Aﬀecctions betore upon a certain 
S-uldfer in the Life-Gnard of Lycogznes ( for thoſe 
tt of Cattel will be always endeavonring to get be- 
tween the Thighs of your Court Lawndry-Women 
and Narſes, to Eek out their Preferment ) who had 
cvercome her 5 and that by him the was Youly 
with Child : An! tinly ker Pains were fo extraoudt- 
nary, that Geirg afraid fomething mote rhenardina- 
* ay ry : 
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ry would come of it,  ſhe-was reſoly'd to prepare 
her ſelf for Repentance. L# Force who had an Eye 
that could pierce through a Mil!-ſtone, preſently ap- 
prehended what LattH/la would beat, which was en- 
hancing the Price ;, and therefore pretending to be/a 
Doctor ; Oh Madam quorh he, I nnderitand the rea- 
ſon of your extraordinary Pains : The Gentleman 
who the laſt time had your laſt Favours, left his 
work unfinith'd; fo that what you carry in the 
Womb, muſt waut either an Arm, or a Leg, or a 
Thigh ; and then if it come forth ſo imperfect, it 


will be the cauſe of great Tronble and Afiction to * 


you. But for thar, be of good Comfort, give bur 
me the liberty, and I will make all things well and 
zerfect, and your Travel ſhall be as Eafie as the 
fippins of a Cherry-Stone from between your 
Thuwb and Fore-finger. La Force made this fo 
demonſtrable by Dent of Argument to / a&:lla, that 
foo future Convenience-ſake ſhe condeſcended to 
whatever he could defire. 

While Laforce lay thus at Rack and Manger with 
his dear Laf#ils, Polydorus chafhing for his latt miſ< 
fortune, longz'd for a ſecond Tryal of his Abilities, 
But the preſence of Lycrgencs was a new rub in his way, 
\T was therefore rhought convenient 10 march him off 
with all the ſpecd that poſſible might be ; nor was 
Meſalina leſs deſwons to be rid of him, as one whoſe 
Reign over her A{icCtions was now as mich at an end, 
as his Reign over the hearts of his People. Polydorns 
thecefore ſends for Lycozentes, and having agreed upon 
Conditions, haftens him away into Hibernia, with 

ermifſion to zetain rhe Title of Lycogenesthe Second, 
Kino of Hiberica, but to deliver the real- Poſſeſſion 
of the Kingdom to Potydorus, and the Command of 
all bis Sonidicrs and Forces to ſuch Officers and Com- 
maaders, 


, adored Cleepatra. Moreover, 
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manders, as he had order'd to _ accompany 


him. "ow 

So ſoon as Lycogenes was departed, Pohdoru: proſe; 
cutes his Amour with great heat 3 nor Was ; 
who had already ſerrender'd up her Fort, leſs diligent 
to afford Polydorus all the Oppertunities that could be 
with Circumſpection and Caution omitted $ She was 
mainly deſirous of a Prince to be Born of her Body; 
by which means ſhe might bequeath perpetual vex- 
ation to the Chriltians: And to that purpoſe ſhe 
thought that now ſhe had both change of Air and 
variety of Perſons, ſhe could nor fail; and as for the 
Legality of it, ſhe never minded that, fince ſhe 
could have Abſolution when ſhe pleaſed. 

Palydorus therefore theretore ſends her an Invitation 
to his Country Palace of Verſellais, and appoints her 
an Apartment not far from his own, with ſo many 
private avenues to it, that it was impoſſible ope would 
have- thought to have made the leaft diſcoyery of 
their private Congrelſles. 

Under the Covert of this Retirement, Polderus 
had ſeveral Opportuniries to enjoy the Carreſies of his 
endearing Meſſalna; while ſhe on the one fide la- 
bour'd for Preynancie, and he on the other endea- 
voured to recover the Reputation he had.loſt- in his * 
firft Venereal Attempts : Nothing could out-vie the 
Dalliances of theſe two Royal Lovers, unleſs the efforts 
of Youthful Cleparra, ro pleaſe her Mark Anthoay, 
or the Gallantrics of Mark wr to gratifie his 

«/;na thought that 
if now ſhe 1hould prove with Child, the World would 
be the ſooner Convincd of the Truth of her being 
Deliver'd of the Prince of the Cambre Britans; which 
made her more eager to devote her ſelf to the ſati(- 
faction of her Polydorus, However Love had only 
a 
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3 Defgn to exert his power, and wonld not admit 
me to come in for a ſhare, in blefling the {ſtrong 

yours of rhe Arnorons Pair with eFeCtual Suc- 
eos: Tis rruc Fatne did her part and ſpread abroad 
z rumour over all G#blandand Albion, that Meſſaling 
was with Child, and ſoft holds ; but as to that, it is 
left to Time to make our the truth of it. 

By this time Capri, who ſeem'd to ftody nothing 
More then to enlarge the Conqueſts of Meſſalind's 
Charming Eyes , had ſmitten the Heart of Young 
ps, Ps only Son of Polydorus, who Hegan to be 
no leſs Enamour'd of the Bewirching Meſſalina then 
his Father. "Tis trae he knew nothing of certainty 
of what paſs'd every Day between his Father and her. 
For now it being known that Lyrogenes was gone of 
Poldarats Errand, it was-exfic to tein pretences of 
Frequent Conſultations with Meſſalima 5; but as the 
Adtions of Princes wil be pry'd into, in ſpight of 
Fate, Delphinus had ſome Inkling of the Intrigue. 
And indeed the more then,ordinary C:ednlity and 
_ Obſequiouſnes of Pohdorus to an Exild Princes, 
could not chooſe but Enhance her Suſpition, How- 
ever Love is ſach a Tyrant, that what he will, he will 
have done. The Young Delphinus is enflam'd, and 
tho" he were pretty ſure, that in giving way to his 
Paffion, he matt be his Father's Rival, and Fith in 
the Game Stream with his own Parent, yet his Ardour 
was fo Violent, that thoſe Contilerations could not 
with-hold him, nor tem rhe-viotent Current of lis 
Aﬀection : So that he never came into Meſſalina's 

any bt his Amorous Looks betray'd the Pat- 
flon of his Hezr? ; fo eafily Bcernable, that Mſſa- 
ling could not perceive the donble Conqueit the in 
made borty of the Father and the Son, Bat M-/].u/r- 
ns who bat &abaniion'd her felf over to the Father, 
mate 
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made the Pun&llio of Honour ſo much her preſent. 
Excuſe for not condeſcending to the Son's Addreſs, 
that ſhe ftill put him off with fair Complements, fo 
that all his Efforts prov'd ineffectual, 


